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The'Religious Crisis in 
France

< Count Albert de Mun, in the Nation
al Review, London.^

(Continued from last week.)

tiooc of ordinary citizens whose pri
vate obligations are ignored by the 
civil Govemnent, but is the eye 
of the law they could have no col
lective existence save by virtue of 
the authorisation of the supreme 
power. .Such associations as were 
recognized by the Government be
came legally existent entities; in

which has been ‘encouraged every
where to such aa extent by the au
thorities in particular and by the 
manners and customs of modern hu
manity in general, to constitute a 
public danger, more especially in 
the case of charitable institutions 
or religious schools, for the estab
lishment of which the greater part

_ ^ . , I their collective.capacity they were en- ! of the real property owned by the
Therÿls another aigumenty-in favor 4b|e<j ^ aCquire, to possess, and to Congregations was Intended to be 

of thuA orders, deductble from the, alienate property, and to receive do- utilized? M. Leon Say, whose name 
terms of the documents containing nations and legacies Those that u*" w“““ *“ 1
the negotiations which preceded the were not invested with that authori-
.j____ ... ration remained mere associations ofsigning of the Concoidat. These do- cjti/ens wh(ise collective members
cumenU have formed the subject- constituted, as far as the rights of 
matter of a most instructive pub- ownership were concerned, limited 
lication by Count Buulay de la Meur-1 companies, for the regulation of which 
the. Now it is no doubt true and *aw J>rovides *** u,chrel? rent' 
tinly natural that the Holy Sec wish- Pd,h* . wht “
«d that express mention of the re- hospitals, which provided the field 
establishment of the religious orders 1 *or activity, from societies
should be made in the Concordat, ! (1"omP°s<2v exclusively of lay mem- 
*md it is equally true that the First!1*" These “authorized Congrega-
Oesul refused his assent; but 
terms in which that refusal was 
couched indicate its true meaning. At 
the last conférence of the plenipoten
tiaries it was expressly declared | J**" had

has been rendered famous in England 
as well as elsewhere by lytf numerous 
works on economic and financial sub
jects, and who occupied onap’bf the 
most important ministerial offices in 
the Republic, wrote ten years ago, 
"Possibly the clerical ‘mortmain’ will 
hereafter become a trifling matter in 
comparison with that of laf so
ciety." All careful minds appreciate 
the truth of this remark. The reac
tion against the individualistic d*c- 

___ _ trines oi the eighteenth century is
lions were, as a matter of fact" jusgi 'universal; the principle of association,

| as lawful as those from which they 
were thus nominally distinguished 
The sole difference was that the lat- 

a personal civil existence in 
that the re-establishment of the tyli- jlbe *y* of the law with all its con- 
gtous orders should do no more than advantages and liabilities,
form the subject-matter of an ency- { tbe former neither enjoyed
clical, should the Sovereign Pontiff lbos* *dvantages nor were subject to 
deem it advisable to issue one. It i fbose ••abilities. This state of af- 
lollows, therefore, that the desire of falrs was sanctioned by all forms of 
the head of the French Government ! RovernnM“nt at all periods, and in 
was to establish the principle 
henceforth the Congregations 
to be Iboked upon as purely religious

that th* absence of any law defining and 
wc/e ' regulating the liberty of association 

its existence was looked upon as 
institutions, deriving their existence the actual Justification for the reap
ing the authorization of the Holy Pfarance of the Congregations and 
see, and receiving no civil sanction 'beir development in the light of day

during the whole course of the cen
tury. Short of actual abrogation, no 
clearer proof of the fact that the re
volutionary laws had fallen into de
suetude could be found. Consequent- 

Congregations in SP11* of any misapprehension to 
y which a deceptive misdescription may

give rise, no possible justification 
can exist for considering the so-call
ed unauthorized Congregation* as 
being in a state of revolt against the 
laws of the country; and the truth 
of this statement is proved by the 
fact that under every form of gov- 
ernmept the various State depart
ment/ made formal arrangements 
withj them, at one time with refer
ence to the colonies, at another in

At the hands of the general law. As 
* matter of fact, if one wished to 
insist on the letter as well as on the 
spirit of our Concordat, one could 
logically deduce therefrom the com
plete liberty of the 
gather than the necessity of an ad
ministrative authorization which is 
tar less in conformity with the prin
ciples of modern society than with 
the spirit \uf the royal ordinances of 
the old regime.

.Further, if the Concordat bears the 
meaning which some assign to it,how 
was it that the Government of the 
First Consul, as well as all succeed
ing Governments, immediately recog
nized ihe existence of so large a .. ......................
number of Congregations? Yet that ; connection with charitable undertak- 
was what happened; several male or- ‘^gs and prison administration. Thus 
tiers and a very large number of fe- the first accusation leveled against 
male institutions received prompt re- the C ongregations falls to the ground, 
cognition This fact leads me on to There is another accusation, which 
define and explain the position occu- has been spread broadcast by the

pr«^, and which I will at once clearpied by the Congregations in the last 
ventury in the eye of the law. Such 
an explanation is very necessary, as 
-one of the chief complaints made 
against the majority of these insti
tutions was that they were in a 
state of rebellion against the law. 
I have reason to fear that this ca
lumny. which has been frequently re
peated in the French press and which 
bas led and still continues to lead so 
man> of tiiv countrymen astray, has 
boon propagated in neighboring coun
tries also, and has deceived men of 
good faith as to the true position of 
attains. After 1789, though the old 
regime was abolished in principle 
and in fact, succeeding Governments, 
e* was natural in the case of a coun
try «’here traditions of extreme an
tiquity possessed a powerful influ
ence, continued to be imbued to a 
very grpat extent with the spirit, the. 
methods and the mental attitude, if 
1 may use that term, of the ancient 
monarchy, more especially With re
spect to all that concerned the exer
cise of the royal prerogative. It is 
a remarkable thing, or appears to be 
so at first sight, if one forgets the 
-exlcnt to which people are uncon
sciously influenced by the form of 
the intellectual inheritance bequeath
ed bv t-heir predecessors, that the 
French Republic, though it was found
ed more than thirty years ago and 
was Whe product of a reaction 
against former monarchial forms of 
government in general and. the Na
poleonic tradition in particular;

continued

out of the way. An attempt has 
been made to persuade the people that 
the associations do *not pay taxes 
like the rest of the community. This 
allegation cannot be maintained, and 
any one who is in the least degree 
acquainted with French legislation is 
aware that it is mert calumny. The 
authorized Congregation*, in the same 
way as other civil communities, pay 
the so-called "mortmain tax,” to 
which the property of all analogous 
associations is subject, and which has 
the effect of preventing the accumula
tion of property in the hands of per
sons whose corporate existence never 
ceases and whose possessions conse
quently never become liable to the 
payment of succession duty. The 
unauthorized Congregations paid all 
the direct taxes payable by private 
citizens and, in addition thereto, a 
special tax to which they were sub
jected about twenty years ago in 
their character of religious associa
tions. , It is necessary to go further 
into details of this fiscal question, 
these few' words have sufficed to 
prove that the members of the Con
gregations were neither privileged 
persons from the point of view of 
taxation, nor rebels against the gen
eral law.

But I should not have exhausted 
this aspect of the question if I omit
ted to say a word on the subject of 
the wealth of the Congregations; for 
that was on* of the chief instru
ments employed in the attempt to 
arouse popular passions which are

of organized do-operation and collec
tive enterpri* invades, in every 
country, the fields in which the most 
varied types of national activity arc 
exercised. Workmens associations, 
more particularly, daily Increase in 
number, in strength, and In influence; 
aqd by degrees, as an when their 
right to acqtiire property is more 
freely recognized, as must inevitably 
be the case, the "mortmain" of the 
working classes will attain more con
siderable proportions and will exer
cise an influence of incalculable mag
nitude on the economic destiny of 
nations. How, then, can it be pre
tended in good faith that the exist
ence of real property to the vatye of 
a few hundred million francs in the 
hands of a few thousand monks or 
humble nuns is becoming a public- 
danger?

It would be difficult to abuse the 
public credulity ii a more cruel 
manner, , and the bait was\mideicd 
all 1 be Jnore alluring'iuid deceptive 
bv the met that the petyile were in
duced tov hope that the proposed con- 
fisca.ion Vnd sale of the possessions 
which wcu denounced and thus made 
the object of popular cupidity would 
be utilized to the common profit — 
for that was M. Waldeck-Rousseau’s 
view—for the establishment of a pen
sion found for the benefit oM the 
working classes. The very fact that 
nearly all the real property belong
ing to the Congregations|was not of 
a revenue-producing charaRer, but 
-comprised establishments arranged 
with a view- to special objects such 
as the education of children or the 
care of the sick, and consisted of col
leges, hospitals and orphan asylumns, 
made it perfectly obvious that it. 
was of comparatively little value 
for selling purposes, and that it 
would he extremely difficult to find a 
purchaser. Such, "however, were the 
sophistries and such were the calum
nies' on which the entire campaign 
directed against the Congregations 
was based.

In order to maintain the campaign 
in Parliament and to convince the 
thinking public of its justice, other 
and more serious considerations had 
to be discovered I will make a 
brief reference to them; but before 
doing so I must sav a word as to the 
circumstances which gave rise to the 
attacks directed against the religious 
orders, and which seemed to explain 
the passing of Ihe proscriptive laws 
of which they were the object I 
believe that those particular ctrenny 
stances produced, thanks to the in
tense activity of the press, an ex
ceptionally strong impression on the 
minds of foreigners in general and of 
Englishmen in particular. I speak 
of the unfortunate Dreyfus affair, 
which so profoundly stirreij the pas
sions of mankind and was, inf1'rame, 
the cause of such lamentable estrange
ments. .. ,

When at the dose- of 1899 M. Wal- 
deck-Rousseau introduced the bill 
which nominally dealt with associa
tions in general, but which was in 
reality particularly directed against 
the Congregations, he justified it not

tf, bl thoroughly imbued with those, always easily awakened in a demo- only by presenting the clerical mort 
verv forms Throughout the present *ratic society by arguments based on mam," oi Which 1 have spoken, in the 
religious crisis it has been clear, as the antagonism of poverty and riches. light of M wooomtc danger, but^al- 
I shall prove hereafter, that the fun
damental idea which animates our ad
versaries as well as their ultimate 
aim was, so to speak, inherited from 
the legislators of the revolutionary 
-period, just as the doctrines which 
they invoke, and the conceptions of 
government to which they give their 
allegiance, closely resemble those en
tertained by Napoleon, and are, in 
consequence, in spite of appearances, 
practically identical with the princi
ples of absolute monarchy. The 
JacoMnr- of the first Republic are 
primarily responsible for this confu
sion of ideas in that, under the influ
ence of the teachings of J. J. Rous
seau. they transferred to a collective 
body, to the people, the attributes,

M. Waldeck-Rousseau, President of so by pointing to the national peril 
the Council of Ministers, jjave vent involved by the education of a sec- 
in a public speech, the echo of which ; tioti of the youth of the nation in 
reached far and wide, to the asser- colleges directed by members of the 
tion that the value of the real pro- Congregations. It was of this ar- 
perty belonging to the Congregations gument that the press, the orators, 
amounted to a milliard of francs, and the writers belonging to the Min
ti 200,000, fifth ), and drew the conclu- istcrial party made the most persist-
sion, which afterwards served as the 
theme of the most violent attacks 
on the religious orders, that the im
mensity of that property, which he 
styled "the Congregational mort
main,” constituted a serious econ
omic danger to the nation. No ac
cusation could be fraught with great
er danger to its object or to the 
cause of the Catholic Church which

ent use. It was directed more es
pecially against the Jesuits, whose 
colleges and preparatory schools were 
in a flourishing condition prior to 
the passing of the new laws. A re
latively large number of officers 
came from those establishments and, 
naturally, all of them were animated 
hv Christian sentiments, the fruit of 
their home education rather than of

President Loubet’s Visit 
to Rome

Rome, April 28 —The visit of Pre
sident Loubet is ended. This 
morning, in the midst of heavy rain, 
the guest of official Italy left the 
Eternal City for Naples. Rome has 
not yet returned to its normal sil
ence The sound of the "Marseill
aise ’ is still heard; young enthusi
asts thump it out on the piano, and 
it is whistled even yet by the idle 
boys on the street. The individual 
who has followed the busy succession 
of shows and pageants and leasts 
since Sunday last must feel like him

"Who treads alone 
Some banquet hall deserted,

Whose lights are fled,
Whose garlands dead,

And all but he departed!” ?
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This display made by the Italian
Government and the govermental.ma
jority of the Municipality of Rome 
m honor of the visit of M. Loubet 
was on a grander scale and a great
er cost than has been prepared for 
any sovereign. The restitution of 
the visit of President Loubet to the 
King of ItalA in Rome, said the 
Radical Clemenceau a few days ago, 
had a much grehter significance than 
that of Victor Emmanuel III. to 
Paris could have. And, as a Gov
ernment organ of Milan notes, the es
sential thing is that the chief of the devotion 
French nation shop Id make an officit^^pontiff 
visit to the chief of the Italian 
'tion iii "the capital, Rome.”

Thk it is which has the value to 
the anti-Papal party and Govern
mental parties in Italy. That was 
never achieved before since the Pope 
was confined to the Vatican and the 
great Catholic nation, France, had 
become a Republic. This was, ac
cording to Italian wishes and con
victions, the great triumph. It in
dicates, as they with apparent jus
tice declare, the profound change in 
the opinions of the French rimng 
classes which has been effectually ob
tained by President Loubet and his 
Ministers, Combes and Dekasse. “We 
cannot judge," says the "Illustra- 
zione ItalianajV whether there is 
an advantage to the internal cause 
of the Republic Government in the 
anti-clerical policy at all costs which 
Combes is applying in France without 
regard, striking at the Religious Con
gregations and the sacred pictures 
and crucifixes; but, unless he assumed 
a very resolute attitude towards 
clericalism, the visit to the King of 
Italy at Rome by the President of 
the Republic would never have been 
possible.”

Wheif there is money to spend it is 
easy to make a demonstration and 
get up a grand show. For weeks 
past people Vhave been at work re
furbishing old street decorations, and 
inventing and fitting up new ones.
Flags cost very little, and when plen
tifully employed adorn a street. The 
streets through which the Republican 
guests were to pass most frequently, 
the Nazionale and the Corso, 
were abundantly flagged and decor
ated. . The other streets of the city, 
whercl flags might have been hung 
out, w’ere conspicuous from the lack 
of these cheap adornments. The Ro
man people dearly love a show; it 
was so in the days when they were

ius I.; in 844 Pope Sergius II. 
crowned the son of Lotharius, Lodo- 
vietts IP? King of the Longobards; 
and this same King returned to 
Rome In 858 to the consecration of 
Pope Nicholas I., and held the stir
rup of the horse which the Pope 
rode. And so in the early ages the 
history of the Popes is lightened up 
by the record of the friendship and 
devotion of the Kings of France to
wards the Holy See.

Yet the history of later years 
eloquent with touching events 
which the devotion of the people

is
in
of

France led them to make heroic 
Verifiers for the sake of the Pontiff. 
In the^National French Church In 
Rome, St. Louis des Français, there 
are mahy Memorials of this heroic 

to the cause of the Roman 
There is the tomb of Gen- 

naJ eral George Pimodan, who fell at 
the battle of Castclfidardo defending 
the rights, of the Apostolic See. 
There also is the monuntent that 
colters the bones of the French offi
cers and soldiers who fell during the 
siege of Rome, when the Eternal 
city was ruled by Mazzini and his 
colleagues. Yes, there are memories 
in Rome of French devintedness to
■e Church and the Pontiff that can 
never be forgotten, even in such sad 
days as the present, whert the peo
ple seem to be helpless in the hands 
of their-. rimmies.

All the officials of State, with King 
Victor Emanuel III. and th# Count of 
Turin and Prince Thomas of Savoy, 
went to the station on Sunday after
noon to receive the President of the 
Republic. The soldiers of the best 
regiments—cavalry and infantry— 
were on duty, and a group of red- 
shirted Garibaldians, some of them 
old enough and maimed enough to be 
genuine veterans of wars which, ceas
ed 34 yews ago, were also waiting 
within the sfiace allotted to cele
brities and worthy representatives of 
the State. No one who knows the 
shadv history of the making of mod
ern Italy would exclude their Claims 
—antt irregularity was turned to ac
count for that object.

M. Loubet and King Victor sat to
gether in a grand royal carriage. 
The latter, who returned the salutes 
of the people in going up to the sta
tion, gave to his guest, Loubet, the 
whole honors on the return journey. 
M. Loubet wore the usual chimney
pot hat of the <’ay, and had to lift 
it constantly on Iris way down to the 
Quirinal. He was dressed in black 
evening dress, and was in that way 
distinguished conspicuously from his 
surroundings—the royal guard in sil
vered helmets and polished steel, 
corselets, and shining swords; the

have to work hard for their bread, 
and when their chief circus is the 
military and royal display made for 
the commg of a King or Ruler. "R. 
F.” on l^ch side of the old Roman 
fasces adorned blue shields gilded 
with Dutch metal frames, and these 
alternated with others bearing the 
white cross of Savoy on a red giound. 
The Corso was spanned by great 
ringsVprtistically ugly—of gaslights. 
At \M Piazza Colonna a garden was 
constructed on th<^ shortest notice, 
and palms, 
century .plants 
ablowing. 
hastily maie
tique pedestal, and oa it rose 
cient statue of the’ Emjwror

fed and entertained with Panein et coachman and footman, ffi poWdemi 
drowses, it Is so to-day, when they-» hair and scarlet coats; the officers

laurels, and 
all agrowmg and 

centre of this 
Stood an an- 

a'i an- 
Nero!

Why this figure of 
tor of the early Cl 
be chosen to adorn 
which M. Loubet 
representative of 
which has distingui 
persecution ql Chr 
days, is one of t 
incidences that can 
explained. It is all 
on the memory of tha1

he arch-persecu- 
ristians should 

street through 
H, who is llie 

« Government 
itself tor its 

tians in later 
‘^peuliar co
lt readily he 
t an out rage 
choice svoim-

moral and intellectual as well as \uè greagations; and none, bv reason
is confounded with that of the. Con- ; the special character impressed upon

drel, Nero, to think 
same line as the fooln 
tutor, Combes. Yet tl 
was brought to mind if 
statue of the l'aaperor

litical, of supreme sovereignty. The 
mental attitude of the parliamen
tary majorities of the third Republic 
is the same as that of the Jacobins. 
Napoleon wished to Ik- the embodi
ment of both the old and the new 
order, and all the institutions with 
which lie endowed France bear the 
marks of that besetting aspiration. 
The monarchical Governments which 
succeeded him wrought no change in 
the social organization which bis 
-powerful hand had fashioned. Rhen 
Louis XVIII. was called to the 
throne, Napoleon remarked, "My bed 
is a good one, he has only got to 
change the sheets and lie down.” This 
observation was equally applicable.to 
the Restoration, to "the subsequent 
Xtovemment of July, and to all 
?.-.ureeeding Governments down ^ to 
and including the present one. From 
the administrative point of view we 
are still in Napoleon’s bed. Mr J. 
E. C. Hod ley has made the same 
remark In his excellent book on 
France, which has had many readers 
tn England, viz., that no matter 
what the form of government may 
tie, republican or monarchial, auto
cratie or parliamentary, the civic

of
its falsity and its perfidiousness, 
could be more unworthy of the head 
of a Government.

There is a great deal of so-called 
"mortmain" real property in France 
i.e., projK-rty belonging to a body 
with a continuous existence; the de
partments, the communes, and the 
hospitals for example, hold a very 
considerable amount, far more con
siderable in fact, than that possess
ed by the Congregations. This is 
proved by the simple fact, which is 
established by official statistics, that 
the real property belonging to the 
Communes alone represents an area 
of 4,51fi,fiftfi hcctacres (LI ,275,000 
acres); whereas that of all types of

them by school influences. The cam
paign initiated at the end of 1897 
in favor of Dreyfus attained in 
1898 and 1899 its maximum of in
tensity, and was deliberately—this 
was both obvious and instructive— 
mixed up with and made part of the 
campaign against the Congregat ional- 
ist colleges It was affirmed and re
affirmed, it was printed in all the 
newspapers of Europe, that the Jesu
its, a generic name under which all 
the Congregations were lumped tfl
eet lier. had their hand upon the 
French army, and that the Drey fus 
affair was the outjvard and visible 
sign of their teaching.

This two-fold a sy usât ion is familiar 
to my readers, for it filled lhe col-

Congregations taken together hard- j unins of the English press during all 
lv extends to 48,00(1 (12«,lHKl acres)! these years of heated polemics. 1 
As for the figure of a milliard, the | have no intention of reviving old
Government tried to prove the cor
rectness of the estimate by means of 
a Government jnqulry, which was 
conducted , I may mention, in such 
a way that it was absolutely impos
sible to verify its conclusions. In 
any case, judging from sfleh ‘figures
as the Commission produced, it is 
impossible, with good faith, to ar
rive at a total of more than 435,-

•ed by the lasting and forceful me- presenting the. value of the real pro
perty owned by the Congregations; ___
and, as a matter of fact, that is lh«~ two 
figure adopted by those responsible 
for the Budget. So much for the on- 

too notorious "milliard of the

«cfcanism of the Napoleonic machine.
In spite, however, of- this fidelity 

to tradition, the great social trans- 
lormation accomplished in 1789 has
lost none of its effects Though the ly — ---------.. .
w,elders ol supreme power still main- Congregations But apart mm the 
tain IN- pretensions and the theories question of figures, how if t 
Vermin in- to the monarchist Cover*- si ble at the present dav amI inrite 
ment of the old regtfX' the manners present state ol.the WmUI in
and customs and the eoneeptions . to maintain that collective i r
•which are the product of the Revo- ship constitutes a public da"K^,lbf
lotion tend more and more to devel- great feature » JL^th'cëïtuîî ^ 
wp the feeling for liberty and the ment of he ni^^th <-er.tury wa* 
•need of it This two-fold influence, the creation of collective enterprises, 
which manifests itself in every de- Every kind ‘,Jd“*tr^danJ £5» 
part ment of oublie national Ule pro-1 merclal socfel cha*
du. ed from the verv invention of the that form; every kind of- soctaljCnar 
ww society an exceptional state of liable,, and philanthropic activity

discussions or of touching on the es
sential features of an affair the men
tion of which is, in spitr of the ef
forts of a few individuals, intol
erable to all Frenchmen, whether they 
be partisans otilhc condemned man or 
convinced of his guilt. I will keep 
my reply to that accusation strictly 
within the limits imposed bv the sun- 
iect of this article, and will use on y 
facts for arguments; more especially 
as I have, since 1899, treated the 
same question at greater length in

«Hairs as 
relirions Co
served the 
tfccm by

Is the position of the 
They pro

of

tends more and more to have 
course to the establishment of 
manent societies. How Is it

Idocumcnts with wtuen a good 
many Englishmen are acquainted, 
viz in a communication addressed 
to the editor of the London Times,| 
,ind in a letter written in answer to 
one received from I»rd Russell of| 
Killowen, in which he had taken the 
trouble to interrogate me on this| 
very subject. If the Dreyfus, affair 
was in fact, as some have pretended, 
the result of the practical applica
tion of the teaching of the Jesuits, 
their pupils must have been respon
sible for all that was done in 1894 
and since that date, in connection 
with the arraignment, the trial, and 
the conviction of the accused man. 
If that is noF-proved the whole argu
ment falls tfi the ground. And how 
can It be' proved?) Not one of the 1 “ who were

hint in the 
little perse- 

con junction 
tjfeing the 
ero set up

in honor of I‘resident U%bct
t has been noticed • v% the m.w 

vigorous of the Catholic Ip apes of
Rome, the "Voce della Vflrit*,’’ that 
it is necessary to go bat| over four 
centuries to find an event Correspond
ing to this cominjt of M. Umbel to 
Rome—that is, when Char»; VIII., 
King of France, came to R< |pe. But 
long before that the predetewrs of 
this King entered the Kterml City 
in very different cfrcenmtances. 
Amongst these was G)jar.%nagne. 
who came here in 774 
Easter, and seven years 
Pope Adrian I. baptized Pepin 
lemagne’s son, in St. Peter’s 
in Hfifi the same Charlemagne, 
totally defeated the enemies « 
Church, entered into Rome in 
umph, together with the Pontiff 
lx*o III., and was solemnly cro 
Emperor by this Pontiff in the \ 
can Basilica. Over a th 
years have passed since then, 
its earlier course this milled 
has bA-n lightened up by the 
ence in Rome of other French 
archs. In 823 St. Paschal I. cro 
ed in Rome the Emperor Lothar

io gold lace and sparkling decora 
lions; in facl, M. Loubet, in his 
plain black clothes and indislinguish- 
ed air. seen in this gav company, re
minded one of a Daniel in a drn of 
lions—very notable lions, too.

The President went through the re
gular forms foflowed by tlm run of 
royal visitors. He came out on the. 
balcony of the Quirinal i 'xct-f 
which is flanked on either sit. by 
the great recumbent statues of St. 
Peter and St. Paul—and there, where 
of old the Sovereign Pontiff was ac
customed to appear and bless the 
people of Rome, this representative 
of the enemies of the Pontiff saluted 
the acclaiming crowds that stood be
low' Everyone who has lived much 
in Rome knows Imw much those 
cheers cost the eouhfry, and how the 
reduced railroad fates flood the city 
with thoughtless folks from the coun
try places, who are good for any de
monstration. It is to be hoped 
that M. Loubet Was not troubled by 
the historic imagination; otherwise 
he might be embarrassed by the 
thoughts that his position would na
turally engender in the mind of one 
who was a Catholic, at least hy 
baptism. Over against him, across 
the Tiber, rose the great dome of 
St. Peter’s, and near it the build
ings of the Vatican. It was part 
of his policy to shut his eyes to the 

Vact that there was the residence 
of the Head of the Church, of which 
he,, the President, was still a mem
ber, and, by duty bound, an obedient 
son

Undoubtedly, M. Loubet remember
ed the words 
Vatican a few 
which certainly 
anyone is th 
which is about 
Pope by the visit

issued from the 
vys before: "That 
not be ignored by 
cry serious offence 

to be done to the 
to Rome, in the

present conditions, by the Head of a 
Catholic State." Perhaps M. Lou- 
bet did not think at all, but drowned 
hie recollection in the rush and nuive-
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The Head of a State of fourteen cen
turies old, which was always the 
support of the Holy See, the heir 
of the fairest tradition of the world, 
representing a protectorate which 
supposes the effective protection of 
Catholic interests, bound to the Pope 
hy the bonds of a Condordat, main
taining an Ambassador to him, ig
nores him? It is needless to pur-

t of the fetes that. Italian Rome sue the consequences of this ignoring
1rs rrv/I f r\p K i A A A .. i M.  _ — _ i a Z   .11 r m m m .

in the case, ne
—

Mercier. Billot
mixed up
Generals ■ ■ ■
nor the Colonels du Paly We ( 
and Henry, nor vet Major E 
came from Jesuit schools, 
dc Boisdrffre, who spent two 
of his childhood in one of th 
stltutions, was the sole exception. 
Not one single pupil of the .Sesutts 
was on his staff, and among the, 
roughly speaking, 1,fifth member* of 
the general staff there were hut * 
or ten such pupils. Among Us- 
bers of the court martial of 
there was not one of those who 
in 1899 there was onlv one’ who 
been educated by the Jesuits, and 
was generally supposed to have vr 
in favor of an acquittal. Of the 
tv witnesses six were ex-pupils of tl 
Jesuits and three of them gave — 
denoe In favor of the accused
*" t, continued.)

evi
These

(To

prilfearcd for him/ At the grand 
r given by the King, when the 
1 toasts were interchanged, the 
host spoke in his native Ital

ian, ^nd M. Loubet replied In his 
nativff French. Neither said any
thing noticeable, beyond phrases of 
MM will. M. Loubet has been 
taught Wow to say nothing, and say 
•t tyTy well. A review of the army, 
a visit to the desolate widowed 
Queen Margaret, visits to the Breach 
of Porta Pia—where, doubtless, he 
shed a tear over the Frenchman who 
■ed here defending the Rome of the 
Popes!—to the, French Academy, and 
>o other places, were all accomplish
ed according to the programme. .

Hu' Vatican was ignored in the pro
gramme of visits. One docs not see 

wlit could lie visited. A French 
itWolic paper, commenting on the 

ent’s journey, notes that M. 
be< said in a note:

1 do not wish that my visit may 
an anti-clerical character." The 

of the Freemasons In Rome put 
a proclamation welcoming him 

triple battery of joy.” "I 
mnmitting an act of hostil- 

content to ignore tgc 
nd, as the French paper 

The Chief of the French 
ot Ignore! His Ignoring 

injury.” He gives no offence, 
ays; he does not visit; he sim- 
gnore* the Pope. Is not this 
ng the most serious of wrongs?

Perhaps it is well for M. Loubet 
that he does not think of it, and that 
he stifles his conscience for the mo
ment in the delight of his journey.

Mr. John Dillon, M.P., and Mrs. 
Dillon arrived in Rome on Sunday 
afternoon, a couple of hours after 
the arrival of President Loubet. They 
came from Naples in the same 
train that brought Wilhelmina, Queen 
of Holland, to Rome. She waited 
for some minutes at the station, 
where she was visited by King Vic
tor Emanuel, and after a brief con
versation with him she proceeded 
northward.

Mr. Dillon is considerably better 
in health than when he left Ireland. 
He contemplates remaining ir\ Rome 
for a couple .of weeks. It is nine 
years ago since he and Mrs. Dillon 
made their last visit to the Eternal 
City.

P. L. CONNELLAN.
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