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ITS COMING!
“ It's coming, boys,

It's almost here.
It’s coming, girls,
The grand New Year! 
A year to be glad in. 
Not to be bad in,
A year to live in,
To gain and give in :
A year for trying.
And not for sighing;
A year or striving.
And hearty thriving:
A bright New Year,
Oh ! hold it dear ;
For God, who sendeth. 
He only lendeth."
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Notice and Request

The Junior weekly topics, studied for 
the first four months of 1911 at least, will 
be the same as those for the adult leagues. 
If the superintendents study the outlines 
of these as given on preceding pages they 
will see their utility and appropriateness. 
We shall be glad to hear from all con
cerned about this plan. Do you want 
separate Junior Topics, or will you be 
willing to follow the regular list and give 
us more space for other matter? Write 
the Editor.
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have been quite wrong, 

the Britons had become 
Istlans six hundred years before the 

coming of Augustine.
Much of our knowledge of early Britain 

from the records of Julius Cœsar, 
who Invaded the Island fifty-five years be
fore Christ's birth. He found the Britons 

very savage and warlike people, each 
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ut in the open air while Augustine 
preached to them. Moat of the crowds 
were heathen, but a few Christians re
mained, and though Ethelbert still clung 
to his heathen gods, he promised the mis
sionaries protection. Then the procession 
of monks marched to Canterbury, their 
white robes and silver croeses glittering 
in the sunlight as they passed, singing, 
as Gregory had prophesied, "Alleluia!"

But It was not until a year later that 
Bthelbert became a Christian. He was 
baptised with his children and nobles in 
the Church of St. Martin at Canterbury, 
the oldest English Church In existence.

From this time Christianity spread ra
pidly, and when some years later Ethel- 
bert's daughter, Ethelburga, married Ead- 
win, King of Northumbria, she took Plaul- 
lnus as her chaplain. She remembered 
Augustine's work, and longed to see a 
similar one begun In the North. King 
Eadwln, who was a heathen, often talked 
with Ethelburga and Paullnus about 
Christianity, and spent much time In 
quiet thought. At last he. too, became 
a Christian, and soon after, gathering his 
wise men together, he asked them what 
they thought of the new faith. Then

Up and said: "Oh, King, 
man’s life seems like a sparrow's flight 
through the hall when one is sitting at 
meat In winter-tide with the yarm fire 
lighted on the hearth, but the Icy rain
storm without. The sparrow files In at 
the door and tarries for a moment In the 
light and heat of the hearth fire, and then, 
flying forth from the other, vanishes Into 
the darkness whence It came. So tarries 
for a moment the life of a man In our 
sight; but what Is before It, what after It, 
we know not. If this teaching tells us 
aught of these, let us follow It."

In a simple wooden church at York, 
Ethelburga soon after wltnes 
tlsm of her husband and his 
on this spot York Minster was 
built.
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A Pleasant and Safe Journey
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tants wore skins, and tattooed their 
bodies with blue paint. It took several 
Roman commanders to subdue them, as 
those of you who like history will re- 
member. The Britons worshipped many 
gods, and ttoelr priests, who were called 
Druids, lived, as a rule, away from the 
people In the dark corners of the forests.
They also acted as doctors and Judges.
The oak was considered especially sacred, 
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plant with a golden knife, offer it 
to the gods, and later use It as a medi
cine for the sick. Many of their cere
monies were very cruel, and human sac
rifices were sometimes offered to appease 
their deities.

It was Into this heathen darkness that 
the light of the Gospel came somewtoere 
about seventy to a hundred years after 

rth of Christ. Then many of the 
Britous gave up their superstitions, and 
became true followers of Christ, and for 
six hundred years, we are told, this Brit
ish Churoh existed, governed by its own 
bishops and having schools and colleges 
and educated ministers.

As the years rolled on the Bri 
many enemies to con 
Piets, the Scots, and the English

of Angles, Saxons, and Jutes) were all 
passing the land, for the Roman legions 

had left the Island to fight their own ene
mies elsewhere. After appealing in vain 
for help from Rome, the Britons asked

“The best prayer at the beginning of a day is that we may not lose its moments.”
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