Winter, Premlier of Newfoundland, re-
presenting the IXmpire. On the Ameri-

can side the original representatives
were Senator Chuas. O. iirbanks of
Indiana; Senator George ay of De-
laware; General John W. Foster, Mr.
Nelson Dingley, Mr. John Adam Kasson
and Mr. Thos. Jefferson Coolldge of
Boston. Subsequently, upon his ap-
pointment as one of th2 American

Peace Commissioners, Senator Gray re-
tired, and was succeeded by Senator
Chas. J. Faulkner of West Virginia.
The firgt definite announcement that
the Convention would actually meet
was made on the floor of ]‘L"I iment by
Sir Louls Davies on May 31st and after
considerable time spent in preliminari s
the Inaugural me-ting was h-ld on Au
gust 23rd. After sitting continuously
until September 2nd an adiournment
was made until the 20th; sessjons were
then resumed until October 10th, when
once again adjournment was had until
early in November, when the delibera-
tlons were resumed at Washington,

With a brief break for the Christmas
holidays, the Commission worked as-
siduously until the third week in Foeb-
ruary, when its deliberations were

brought to &n abrupt conclusion for the
time being by the apparent impossibil-
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ity of an agreement being reached on
the question of arbitrating the Alaska |
boundary. Substantial progress had
been made in many other directions,
but the British Commissioners refused
to settle part, without coming to a
final agreement on  all  points, The
Commissfon has adjourned until Aug

ust 2nd. and It is hoped diplomatic cor
ne-;mn.hnu between London and
Washington will have so far arranged

the Alaska difficulty by that time as t
allow of a resumption of the negotia
tions and a final settlement satisfactory
to all concerned

The protocol which defined the scope
of the Commission and which wa
drawn up in Washington by representa
tives on both sides, towards the end of

May last, covered a very wide field, as
will be geen from the following partial
11st :—The regulations of the Behring

.5‘-4 fisherles, th» participation of th
1'nited States In the Atlantic fisheries
the defining of the Alaskan bounliary,
the protection of the fisheries that wer
contiguous to both count 3, reciproeal
trande relations, *he Bonding Privileg
International Minin: Regulations, th
Importation of Alien Labor.ete.Original
ally, asa far as the United States wa
concerncd, the fdva was to consider the
firet of these questions only, for the re-
public had never been satisfied with

| would satisfy

the results of the Paris arbitration of
1493, but as far back as vember, 1897,
Sir  Wiifrid Laurler a Sir Louls
Davies, with Mr. Adam of the British
Embassy, in conference with General
Fcster, representing the United States

insisted that as a basis for future nv

gotiations not only the sealing question,
but many other matters, as mentioned
above, must be taken into considera-
tion,

The acknowledged goal towards which
the Commissoin has striven is, Bir
Lculs Davies intimated from his se=at
in the Commons, the settling and put-
ting into the form of a treaty the exist-
ing differences which have been un-
iettled for years back. Just how far
uccess will crown thelr eforts it would

be, at this time, premature to con-
jecture, That the plenipotentiaries
bave in hand as difficult and moment-

ous a task as has ever perhaps fallen
to the skill of statesmen to carry
through to success, will be recognized

on all hands, and this has bcen ag-
gravated by the great loss sustalned
«n both sides by the death of Lord
Herschell and Mr, Dingley. If any fur-
ther evidence of this had been neces-
sary, the presence at usbec and at
Washington, during the sittings

of the Conference, of Influential repre-
sentatives of nearly every known In-
dustry in the two coumries, which was
anxious to present its VX’\\'S and clalm
its speclal privileges afjd exemptions,
the most ¥ncredulous of
and serfous obstacles to
be overcome. So much discretion and
iplomatic reserve have been observ

hy the Commissioners that no authorita-
tive, or even semli-official, statement of
the progress made has been published,
further than contained in the an-
ouncement made when the Commis-
on adjourned, and which 1s quoted

thove.

the very real

is

The Prohibition Pleblscite.

The most Interesting incldent In 1o-
iestie polities during the year has been
he submission of the question of the
nrchibition of the manufacture, im-
wrtation and sale of Intoxicating 1l-
jucrs to a popular pleblaecite, which
taken on September 29th. This ac-
on of the Government was in fulfil-
nent of a pre-election promise to the
"rohibition party, the members of
vhich had long been clalming that the

vas

cuntry was ripe for prohibition and
hat it was therefore the duty of the
ijovernment to place such an enact-

ment upon the statute books. The re-
sult of the vote showed that Ontarlo,




