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R. CHAIRMAN, Ladies and Gentlemien : I am sure vou will
und~-<tand that I have come here not as a speaker but as one
who desires to icarn. I am representing the National Council of
Women, which is a federated organization of thirty-one Local
Councils, in as many of our largest cities. There are, too, sixteen
affiliated societics of women, many of them having very large
memberships. For example, I might mention the Daughters of the
Empire, the Victorian Order (which indeced is the child of the
National Council, for the National Council originated the work
of the Victorian Order of Nurses), the Women's Institutes and a
great many others which I need not detain you by mentioning.
We have, in all. a membership in our Council and affiliated socictics
of about one hundred and fifty thousand women, so that we feel
that we have a large backing in any work we undertake, and that
what we learn we are able to disseminate amongst a very large
number of people.

More than tlat, we, as a National Council, represent but one of
twenty countrics from which the International Council draws its
membership. All the great countries of the world are represented
on the International Council of Women.

Our work is chicfly carried on in the Local Couneils
Work of Local S ahe s " A
Couadils in the various citics. These are granted consideraide

frcedom of action. but there are a few gerneral
regulations. Thus, no Local Council is allowed to approach any
legislature without the permission of the National Counal. We
desire to save legislative hodics from Leing troubled by small requests
or Ly requests for things which arc not necessary at the time or



