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This talilc slions tlio stiikin;; ilirtVriMicc lictwocn tlio woiitlioiiiij; of tlie Rowli'v Rogis

Doloiito nii.l that of tlio Poleiitp of Pooiiali. wliicli so far may icincsciit the whole of the

Dei'oaii Trap. Whilst the Rowlcv Rcuis Dolorito viohls a product (coliiiim ii) wliii'li difTcrs

rnnipBrativoIv little from the ori..'iii»l ro.k. this Dolcrito of the Western ChAts is altot;ether

chanKeil into a mixture of alumimim liydrate ami ferrie oxide, the most remarkalde fact

beintr the iieai'y ]ierfoct removal of the silica in the latter case. ...
Xo chemical reaction is known whicli can account for sui'h a complete removal of silica

as has occurred in India, neither is there any exi.lanatiou why such a reaction shoul.l work

in India and not in England. The oiilv liyi.othesis we have is the one based on Mr. T. II.

H(dland's novel and ingenious suggestimx that the silica might lie rendered soluld(> liy lowly

organisms whi.di can thrive in the uniformly warm climate of the trojucs, and not in a region

of lower and varving temperature. lIowev.T, there is as yet no actual proot for this

hvpothesis, and under the circunistanc.'s it may not l.e inapjuopriate once again 'o draw the

attention of chemists to this remarkal.le idienomenon in case there might alter all l.e a strictly

chemical solution of the jirobh'ni.

Tliu wcatliorcd proiliut from Jiulia iiifiy 1)0 ilassctl as bauxiie. In tho I'mvlpy

Rcffis rock there is no tendciicx towanls the funnation ot liaiixitc Tlie wfatlicred

material on the surface of tht .lol.rite in tlio hitter lo.ality has a thieknei^s of

about twenty feet.

That very few chemical exaniiiiatioiis of laterites have hceii made till recent

years is shown hy the followin,ir quotation from T. II. ni.lland's jiaper ptihlished

in 100:i.' Laterites had been frequently described as ferrnLnnoiis clays. Holland

says: '"Dr. Wartirs suir?estion naturally occurred to me. and steps were taken

to investijiate f!ie chemical constitution of laterite: but before any real prosrress

in the work had been made. Dr. I?auer"s paper ajipeared. and. as 1 think, prac-

tically settled the question. What is true of the Seychellc laterite must, so far

as one can jml-v. be true also of the latcriti's in India wbidi have not been sifted

by rimniiij: water.'"

l?e<'arding' the oriirin of laterites TTolland says:

Xow. putting these facts together, 1 would suggest that we look for the explanation of

laterite. not in simiile chemic'al reactions, lint in the action of some lowly organism having

the power of separating the alumina, whi(di. after the manner of many idants. it does not

want, from the silica, which is necessary for its life, 1 ut which, lieing in a solulile form, is

removed again Iiv the alkaline sdutions. Such a form of life might thrive in the moist

dim at

guliject to sev

the tropics, even to a temperate altitude, lint might find life intoliMalde in a land

ere winters, such as we g<'t in the temperate zone and in Xorlh Tmlia. where
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