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" When did the son of this Agnes discover that
he was the rightful heir of Ravenhall ?

"

" On attaining manhood."
" What course did he take ?

" He wrote a letter to my father to the effect that
as that father had repudiated him in infancy he
on his part would accept the repudiation."

" And so, waiving his just rights, he went to live
in Brittany under the name of Eric Marville.
Why did you, too, leave England about the same
time ?

"

"The letter written by Eric fell into my hands
and caused a quarrel between my father and myself."

" Did vou, when abroad, ever see your half-
brother ?

'^

" During his trial I stood among the spectators."
" Did you not make yourself known to him ?

"

" No, for I hated him."
" Did you show your hatred in any way ?

"

" I secretly promised his prosecuting counsel a
large sum if he should secure a conviction."

How long did you remain abroad ?
"

"Ten years."
" And by a strange coincidence on the very night

of your return to Ravenhall your brother's yacht
went down in Ormsby Race. You believed he had
gone down with it, till ?

"

" Till he surprised me in Ormfell as I was in the
act of removing the treasure."

" Let us hear what took place."
" We quarrelled. He had discovered the part I

had played in the trial at Nantes, and also that it

was 1 who had taken the runic ring from his wife.
He threatened to assert his claim to the earldom,
and so I struck him down with a stiletto hair-pin,
the only weapon I had upon me at the time."

" How did you dispose of the body ?
"

" I left it, covered with quicklime, in Ormfell, so


