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favored by economic conditions. These, in turn, may be
created partly by a natural evolution and partly by the
conscious action of governments; and both evolution and
public action are among the important subjects of inves-
tigation.

An appeal to reason is in order when excited feelings
render armed conflicts imminent; but it is quite as surely
called for when no excitement exists and when it may
be forestalled and prevented from developing by sound
national policies. To furnish a scientific basis for rea-
sonable international policies is the purpose of some of
the studies already in progress and of more that will
hereafter be undertaken.

The war has interrupted work on rather more than
a half of the studies that were in progress when it be-
gan, but it has itself furnished topics of immediate and
transcendent importance. The costs, direct and indirect,
of the conflict, the commercial policies induced by it and,
especizally, the direct control which, because of it, govern-
ments are now exercising in many spheres of economic
activity where formerly competition and individual free-
dom held sway, are phenomena that call, before almost
all others, for scientific study. It is expected that most
of the interrupted work will ultimately be resumed and
that, in the interim before this occurs, studies of even
greater importance will be undertaken o will be pushed
rapidly toward completion.

The publications of the Division  Economics and
History are under the direction « Committee of Re-
search, the membership of which includes the statesmen,
publicists, and economists who participated in the Con-
ference at Berne in 1911, and two who have since been
added. The list of members at present is as follows:

EuctNe Borer, Professor of Public and International
Law in the University of Geneva.

Luso Brextano,' Professor of Economics in the Uni-
versity of Munich; Member of the Royal Bavarian
Academy of Sciences.

' Membership ceased April 6, 1017, by reason of the declaration of a state
of war between the United States and the Imperial German Government




