
PREFACE.

Thb o«uMon of the dvuvvry at tuiit Lecture wm am
Chi* wise: —
An UiKK'Uitioii connected with the "Pitta Street

Cii^tel," (a Unitarian place of worship, in thia dty.)

invited dcTgyiuen from nix denominationH to preadi a

cotine of nennonii, last winter, in defence of the distino-

tive principle* of the religious bodies which they repre-

sented. Having been requested to deliTer one of that

course, I accepted the inritation ; and in this Lecture,

stated the rcaMonH Why I am a Churchman.
Some have cxprciwcd a doubt, whether it were preciady

beooBiiing in a Church MiniHter to engage in what, to their

eye, appeared to be an Bcdentutienl toumttmmt.

In this coume of l/ocnuren, there was neither umitm nor

eemirovenjf. Hence there wan neither compnmuaing nor

fighting, on the part of tbe preachers. On the Sunday
eruning assigned to me, the pulpit was mine, ezclnaiTely,

for the time being. I had bc«i inrited to defend the

fiuth and practice of f^ rotCKtant Episcopal Church, and

I was expected to do thiH as fully and as forcibly as I

would do, or could do, in my own parish Church. There

was to be no delicacy of feeling, nor embarrassment of

utterance, arising from the &ct that I stood in another

man's puljut, and was addreixdng a congregation, a very

large minority of wnom were not Kpiscopalian*.

Here was an opportunity for the Episcopal Church to

hare a hearing, such as she r vet before had in New Eng-
land. We were challenged to tell our story, as plainly as

we pkaaed, in the open ears of a aultitiule, who never
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