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only if the damage is due to its fault or the fault of persons for whom it is
responsible.

ARTICLE IV

1. In the event of damage being caused elsewhere than on the surface of the
earth to a space object of one launching State or to persons or property on board
such a space object by a space object of another launching State, and of damageé
thereby being caused to a third State or to its natural or juridical persons, the first
two States shall be jointly and severally liable to the third State, to the extent
indicated by the following:

(a) If the damage has been caused to the third State on the surface of the earth
or to aircraft in flight, their liability to the third State shall be absolute;

(b) If the damage has been caused to a space object of the third State or t0
persons or property on board that space object elsewhere than on theé
surface of the earth, their liability to the third State shall be based on thé
fault of either of the first two States or on the fault of persons for whom
either is responsible.

2. In all cases of joint and several liability referred to in paragraph 1 of thiS
Article, the burden of compensation for the damage shall be apportioned betwee?
the first two States in accordance with the extent to which they were at fault; if the
extent of the fault of each of these States cannot be established, the burden ©
compensation shall be apportioned equally between them. Such apportionment
shall be without prejudice to the right of the third State to seek the entir®
compensation due under this Convention from any or all the launching State®
which are jointly and severally liable.

ARTICLE V

1. Whenever two or more States jointly launch a space object, they shall be
jointly and severally liable for any damage caused.

2. A launching State which has paid compensation for damage shall have th¢
right to present a claim for indemnification to other participants in the joi?
launching. The participants in a joint launching may conclude agreements regar®’
ing the apportioning among themselves of the financial obligation in respect of
which they are jointly and severally liable. Such agreements shall be withou?
prejudice to the right of a State sustaining damage to seek the entire compensatio”
due under this Convention from any or all of the launching States which are joint
and severally liable.

3. A State from whose territory or facility a space object is launched shall be
regarded as a participant in a joint launching.

ARTICLE VI

1. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article, exoneration fro”
absolute liability shall be granted to the extent that a launching State establish€®
that the damage has resulted either wholly or partially from gross negligence o
from an act or omission done with intent to cause damage on the part of a claima?
State or of natural or juridical persons it represents.

2. No exoneration whatever shall be granted in cases where the damage }}as
resulted from activities conducted by a launching State which are not in conform!
with international law including, in particular, the Charter of the United Natio?
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