In J apan ] most serious nuclear acmdent’ to date

fficials at the Japan Atomic Power Co. this spring

-Were forced to shut down the nuclear reactor Jlocated

earTsuruga, on the island -of Honshu. ‘Many Japa-,"
‘nese, concerned over the growing number of nuclear

ower plants in ‘their earthquake—prone ‘country,’ were
jangered by reports of the spillage and dumpmg into =

-open waters of contaminated waste water from the re-
ctor —andincensed at the subsequent cover-up of the
1n01dent by authorities.

"The effect of the Tsuruga aﬁ‘alr on pubhc opinion

fiproved to be a setback for the J: apanese government’s
romotlon of nuclear power as one of several alterna-
e energy sources needed to ease the burden of

'1energy-starved Japan. According to a recent report is-

~{,sued by:the Trllateral Comrnission, J: apan is the only

o ':member ‘of -the  Organization - for Economic Co-

3 .operatlon and Development which has succeeded in de-

_Velopmg — and gaining: Wldespread public acceptance

— of a comprehenswe energy pollcy wh;lch mcludes

' tlon of J apan s sources of energy In a report issued last

. year by Canada’s Institute for Research on Public Pol-
ey entltled The Men With the Yen, author Zavis Ze-

-man concluded: % . .Confident in the correctness of the
basic orientation of her energy pohcy, Japan is coping
with the present oil ecrisis. . .with few of the signs of

-panicthat might be expected if energy pauperism is in-
deed the Achilles’ heel of the country P

e Dependence on Middle-East -

‘ An adequate supply of energy from stable markets :

~is vital to ensure a prosperous Japanese economy
- which, after the U. 8., is the world’s second largest con-

_“sumer of energy. Heavﬂy reliant on imported foreign
~oil to fuel its electric power generating plants and in-

-dustries, Japan, perhaps more than any other heavily. ’

',industrlahzed nation, must race against’ time-to find
new sources and guaranteed supphers of energy

- Robert Albota is Assistant Editor of Internatlonal
Perspectives. He did research on Japan’s energy policy -
“‘whileon a three week visit to Tokyo last year .
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v General of N atural Resources and Energy of the Minis§
try of Internatlonal Trade and Indust*'y “Japan ‘hasf
“become 1ncreas1ngly uneasy .about its reliance on im- '
--ported oil. The so-called second oil - crisis (of 19’
: sharpened thls fear The sudden rise 1n o

tury to ensure that nev w111 the country be

waves through government and economy ‘during the

- 1973 Middle East oil embargo and again as the resul

of the 1979 cut-off of Tranian oil, the ‘production cut
back in Saudi Arabia and higher prices charged by the
OPEC cartel. “Because the Middle East is such an im
portant source of 0il”, writes Toshiro Shimanouchi, a
counsellor with the Japan Federation of Economic Or
ganizations (Keidanren), “we -have unwittingly de
pended on the oil-producing countries of the area, and
thus, we seem to have placed the well-being of our citi
zens in the hands of countries with weak social and po
litical foundations... .We on our part must reduce our
dependence on these countries by developing alternate
energy as rapidly as possible. We are over a barrel and
we want to get off.”” The outbreak of war between Iran
and Iraq in September 1980 did not prempltate a third

.-oil erisis, because the Japanese had planned conti

gency measures to prevent another oil- emergency.
Shipments of Iranian oil, which were. suspended to pro-f
test the hostage-taking and later halted by the war g

' Wlth Iraq, accounted for 10 percent Japans 1mported ;




