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Women's basketball team is finally commanding respect.
all it needed was a new coach and some fresh talent

By EVAN LEIBOVITCH

“For the first year since I've
been with the team, it’s earned the
respect of its opponents”’.

So says four year veteran of the
Women’s Varsity Basketball
team, Wendy Michalowicz, and
with good reason. A new coach,
fresh talent, and sound training
promises to turn the team around
from one that got run off the floor,
last year, into a possible cham-
pionship contender by next year.

The key to the turnaround lies
with first year coach Skip
Letheren, who comes to York with
plenty of coaching experience,
with Parkview Secondary in
Toronto and at the Cayuga Sports
(summer) Camp.

“The first thing I had to over-
come within the team was player
apathy, a defeatest attitude built
up from past years of being a pat-
sy.’’ said Letheren, ‘‘I im-
mediately had to get rid of this
hot dog attitude, as well as
establishing York as a con-
tender.”

It wasn’t easy. According to
Michalowicz, many of the players
from previous year’s teams quit
the team during the season for
various reasons. The team was
thus forced to take on new mem-
bers in mid-season, which led to
inconsistency within the team, and
even poorer performances,
sometimes losing by over 60 poin-
ts.

The change that was needed was
an entirely different outlook
towards the game, which Letheren
gladly provided. A believer in the
coaching style of Vince Lombardi,
he strived to emphasise what he

calls ‘“‘excellence of execution”,
an attitude that emphasizes per-

" fection of basic skills, combined

with good strategy.

Following this technique, the
team has been drilling three times
weekly, concentrating on the fun-
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damental skills. From dribbling
while blindfolded to underhand
foul shooting, much of the players’
time is taken up practicing spe-
cifics and coordinated team play.

One of the ideals of the team is
that there is no such things as a
“first string” of starting lineup.

“When most teams make sub-
stitutions, it’s usually only one or
two players at a time. Some of our
substitutions can be entire lines.”

This system has helped to lessen
competition amoung the players
for starting positions or more

.

Girls’ basketball team practicing the lay-up at T

playing time. Thus creating a
relaxed attitude at the practices
and at game time which is rarely
found in varsity teams.

The team has been keeping a
pace of winning slightly less than
half their games. This is excellent,
considering the pathetic record of
last year. Nobody questioned
remembered precisely last year’s
record. Perhaps it just faded away
like a bad dream.

The team, bolstered by group ef-
fort and cooperation, plays an ex-

tremely aggressive game, a

possible cause of some strange in-
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juries.

There have also been a number
of offensive plans created, in-
cluding one ‘“borrowed” from the
UCLA Bruins, a very successful
American team. The basic plays
were chosen for their adaptability
to any specific situation.

All this has been quite suc-
cessful for the team, which also
suffers from a few weaknesses.

The biggest problems for the
team are shooting and passing.
Letheren notes that the team
shoots an average of 80 per game,
but only converts on an average of
between 13 and 25 per cent. Both of
these points get special attention
during practices, and the team
has shown ‘‘substantial im-
provement since the beginning of
the season.”

One point on which York must
take a back seat is the team
height.

Aside from one or two players,
the average height is about 54,
though Letheren isn’t too worried,
“because we still get our share of
rebounds’’. Thisis arather
modest statement to make,

because what the team lacks in
height, it makes up in its
aggressiveness and hustle.

Most of Letheren’s present plans
include the future. He hopes that
all except one player will return,
and thus create a base for con-
tinuing improvement in coming
year.

Skip feels that the extra games
and the improved quality of the
team’s play will possibly be in-
centive to more students to come
to play for the team.

“There are a lot of good players
out in the university at large who
are great players, but won’t come
on the team because they think it’s
too Mickey Mouse.”

And although Skip knows of at
least one other university who
recruits students specifically for
its varsity team, he refuses to go
out of his way to find players.

“If you set your goals only at
winning, losing is a really
depressing experience. But if you
go out on the floor just to play
your best, you’re more relaxed
and you end up winning anyhow”’.
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VANIER

will accept application for the position of

MANAGER
OF THE

OPEN END PUB & COFFEE SHOP
001 VANIER COLLEGE

Applications may be picked up at Room 254, Vanier
College and must be completed and submitted no later
than Feb. 27, 1976 to Room 254, Vanier.
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A SUPERIOR TYPIST/BOOKKEEPER. IBM
Selectric I, correcting feature. Thesis a
specialty, essays etc. welcome. Lots of
references from satisfied students. Call early,
don't be disappointed. 425-5616.

EXPERIENCED, FAST, ACCURATE
secretary will do home typing on essays. 50
cents a page, thesis 75 cents a page and all
other correspondence. Finch and Dufferin
area. Phone anytime Elaine at 638-7078.

EXPERIENCED, FAST, ACCURATE typing
at home. Essays, theses etc. Electric
typewriter. Paper supplied. Call Karen 491-6760.

DATSUN 510, 1971 good runner, needs
brake job, uncertified $250. or best offer. 531-
2640 days or evenings.

EXPERIENCED ACCURATE TYPIST at
home. Essays, theses, etc. Electric typewriter.
Fast, neat work. Rush jobs no problem. Call
Sharyl - 491-2423.

FIRST CLASS TYPING service at reasonable
prices. Dependable service, theses,
manuscripts, term papers, dissertations etc.
Resumes, professionally written and typed.
Dial & Dictate 534-6911.

AQUARIUM AND ACCESSORIES. 40
gals., Eheim filter, Zoobeko pump, and all
necessities included. Best offer. Call: 767-1994
after 6:00.

Superfluous Hair Removed
permanently. For Consultation
please call ““Carelle’’ at

226-4726

TYPING EXPERTLY DONE at reasonable
rates. Essays, reports, theses, etc. and
resumes expertly prepared. Tel. Miss Singer,
481-3236.

THESES PROFESSIONALLY EDITED. We
specialize in correcting grammar, style and ::::

organization faults in graduate papers.
Estimates and initial consultation free. Call
SCI-ED BUREAU 769-4056, weekdays 1 p.m.
-4 p.m.

EXPERIENCE TYPIST wishes work to do at
home. Convenient area Finch/Dufferin. A-1
copying of manuscripts, theses, exams etc.
Call anytime 630-4321 Carol.

TAKE MY NUMBER and call tonight if you
want your essays typed just right. Fast,
accurate, reasonable. 491-8063.

ESSAYS, THESES MANUSCRIPTS typed
by experienced secretary fast and accurately
at home. |.B.M. electric typewriter, Finch/Duf-
ferin area. Call Carole 633-1713.

LET MY FINGERS do your typing quickly
and accurately. Essays, projects etc. Done at
home, paper supplied. Please call Laura 491-
1240.

ESSAYS, THESES, LETTERS, etc. IBM
Electric. Jane-Steeles area. From 50c. per
page. Phone Carole, 661-4040.

ESSAYS, THESES, ETC. expertly typed. Ex-
cellent service. Yorkdale area. Mrs. Fox,
783-4358.

TYPING EXPERTLY DONE at reasonable
rates. Essays, reports, theses, etc. and

resumes expertly prepared. Tel. Miss Singer,

481-3236.

Why Freeze?
Fur - Coats jackets and stoles
used $10. up. New $99. and up -
Fur collars & hats, also Men'’s furs

Paul Magder Furs

202 Spadina Avenue
Store hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9a.m. -9 p.m.
Sat.9a.m.-6p.m.
363-6077

COLOUR T.V. 19" RCA Victor with radio dial
and stand. Under one year old, excellent con-
dition. $279. Call 444-3416 between 7 and 9
p.m. $279.

A rental of T.V.
and Stereo

| $10.
i R $12.

Free Service
One month minimum

636-6667

COUNSELLING AND
DEVELOPMENT
CENTRE

—Individual and group
counselling

—Academic Aid

—Community service

Room 145 B.S.B. 667-2304
Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5 pm
24 Hr. Emergency 667-3333

9 out of 10
people are caused
by accidents...
plan ahead!

HARBINGER
COMMUNITY SERVICES

Rm. 214 Vanier Residence
667-3632/3509 10 - 6 p.m.

Monday to Friday

Downsview Rowers
and things

Jane & Finch Mall
(Food City Entrance)

630-3251

Flowers for all occasions
We specialize in weddings

DRIVER TRAINING now available on cam-
pus or at home. Call John at 463-3073 for fur-
ther information.

WE NEED YOU
FOR A

PRODUCTION
CENTRAL LIBRARY THEATRE
IN MARCH

CASTING
February 14 and 15
10:00 a.m.

Atkinson College
Fellows Lounge
CONTACT MEENA
667-2464

YORK UNIVERSITY

DENTAL SERVICE
By Appointment

Rm. 114 Founders Residence
" Tel. 667-6327 or 749-6831

Volunteer Tutors

urgently needed for High School

students in math
physics and chemistry.

Please help a student make it.

Call Dorothy at 421-2320

FOR CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

PLEASE CALL
667-3800




