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‘Joe Clark and the world

by Mark Roppel
Canadians do not agree on
who is to blame for the arms race,

but they do agree that something .

has to be done about it, according
to former Prime Minister Joe

#}Clark.

[ “There are people who start
with a scepticism of the Soviet
Union and people who startwitha
scepticism of the United States.

There is quite a wide range of

views about what is appropriate
for Canada - whether it's ap-

propriate to act in the context of
an alliance or to try to act on
almost a neutralist basis,” said
Clark in an interview with the
Gateway Thursday.

Clark was at the University to
conduct the fourth in a series of

disarmament hearings (see story

page one).

“The tone of (the hearings) is

very serious. | don’t think you can
describe it ideologically. People
are serious and are informed,”
says Clark. “I find it interesting

Media and ethics

A 'Harvard Law professor

addressed the question of

whether the media erodes a

#} citizen’s privacy, in one of seven

speaker-seminars at a  student
conference on media held in
Texas in late February.

Dr. Arthur Miller brought
into focus the conflict between
the right to privacy (the rightto be
let alone) and the right to a free

press/free speech (right to know).-

The conference was held at
Texas A & M University by SCONA
(student conference on national
affairs). The University of Alberta
was represented by Ibrahim
Alladin (Club IDC) and Sadiq

RNargal (International = Students’
1™ Organization).
Dr.  Arthur Miller  posed

questions to a panel and using:

hypothetical situations, he asked
them whether they would keep
the information confidential.
Three fictitious cases were discuss-
ed: a former government official
who is now a womanizing,
mentally-ill, drug-abusing,
alcoholic bank official; a factory

Another spokesman, Reed

Irvine, founder and Chairman of .

the board for Accuracy In Media
(AIM), said that media faults in
reporting. He cited the case of
Janet Cooke, a Washington Post
reporter who originally won the
1981 Pultizer Prize for a false story
about an 8 year-old heroin addict.

He also recalled the case of
Christopher Jones, a writer who
submitted a story to the New York

Times about a trip he allegedly

made into Cambodia. Irvine said,
“He (Jones) never stepped foot in
Cambodia.”

A former president of CBS
news, Fred Friendly, raised the
ethical problems journalists face
in doing their jobs.

Friendly, now a professor of
broadcast journalism at Columbia
University, cited a decision he
made in 1965 to air a film that
showed U S. soldiers setting fire to
a Vietnamese village.

Don Kummerfeld, Chief
Operating Officer for News
America Publ. Inc. - a company

that people with a scientific
background are now gettingintoa
debate that used to be reserved
for people with an arts or
philisophical background.”
“There’s a lot of repetition,
naturally, but there are also some
original suggestions that come
forward.” A
“Another pay-off is that some
of my parliamentary colleagues
who have not been as involved in

- these issues as others are coming
along... one of themsaid tomethe

other day, ‘my attitude towards
this issues has changed, ” said
Clark.

On educational matters,
Clark says the Conservatives will
continue to oppose Bill C-12.

C-12 is the government bill
designed to limit increases in
federal funding of education to six
per cent this year and five per cent
‘next year.

“We’ve been fighting that bill
in the House... it is now in
Committee. We also fought the
Established Programs
proposals when they came in a
couple of years ago, and pointed
out they were in violation of an all-
‘party report on that,” says Clark.

“l can also say | think that
probably there is a chance now
that the Liberal leadership is open
that they won’t be making con-
tinued progress on some of those
bills.”

Clark is non-commital about
the quotas at the University of
Alberta: “I can’t judge as to their

Funding.

necessity. | presume that the
Board of Governors and the
administration of the University
assume that they are necessary. |
think it creates a very real un-
fairness to a lot of students... I've
got to be careful because it’s
under provincial jurisdiction.”
Clark is also unsure about the
effectiveness of the Canadian
Federation of Students (CFS).
“When you're the leader of a
party, as | had been until recently,

you delegate people to deal with.

these groups. But let me say this,
we’re into an age of lobbies. The

Former Prime Minister Joe Clark ‘muses while relaxing in one of the many
comfortable chairs in the Gateway offices located at Room 282 SUB.
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system of lobbying in our
parliamentary system is becoming
as extensive as in the US.”

Clark wouldn’t speculate on
who will succeed Trudeau as
leader of the Liberal Party: “They
are very hard to predict -
leadership campaigns.”

Nor does Clark know what
position he wants should the
Conservatives form the next
government. .

“That’s for Brian Mulroney tu
decide. | didn’t want those
questions asked when | was leader
of the party.”
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