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back league bey' ond league across these f ro m the waggon, dreading what he would
broad provinces,, and the wind that c-ame fi d. The flickering radiance showed hlm
u~p out of thek great emnptiness emphla- that the p>ole had snapped, and while
sized its solitude. A man froxu the one broucho still stood trembliug on its
cities would have heard nothing but the feet the other lay inert axuidst a tangle
ereakings of the waggon and the drumn- of harness. The man's face grew a trille
mîing fail of hoofs, buit Withamn heard griminer as lie tlirew the light upon it,
thie grasses patter as they swayed bc- and ieni, stoopinig, g1anced at one
neath the bitter biast-s stiff with frost, doubled leg. Tt was evident -that fate,
and the In oau of swiftging boughs in a %0tieh did notliug,, by halves, hiait deit
far-off willow ýbluff. It was these things hlm a crushing bluw. The last faint
that gui ded him, for lie had left tihe hiope hie elung to haël vanished riow.
rutted trail, and bure and there the Ile was, however, a liumiane man, and
swisýh beuneath the wheels todld of ta-lier considerate of the bea,,ts that worked
grass, while the bluff ran black athiwart for him, and acording]y thrust 'bis hand
the horizon when tha1 had gone. Then inside the aId fur coat, when lie had
twigs vraekled beneath them as the loosed the uniujured borse, and drew out
horses picked their way amidst the a lonig-biaded, knife. Mhen hie knelIt and,
slhadiowy trees st-unted by a reaseless setting down the 1anteru, f eltfrth
struggle with the wind, and Witham place to strike. Whien lie found, it his
s1hook the ereeing drowalness frein hlm courage almost de-serted hlm, and ineet-
whefn tliey came out inio Mue open again. ing the eyss thiat seemed to look uip at

Stili, he grew a trille dazed as the hlm wifrh dumb appal, turneil bis head
miles went -by, and because of it in- away' . StilI, lbe wqs a iman who would
dulged in niemories he had shaken off not shirk a painful <Iuty, and shaking
at other tixues. They were b'lurred off the sense of reviidsion turned again
reeaollections of the land lie lied lef t and stra'ked the beast's beadl.
eigbit years ago, pietures of sheltered "Its ail 1 ean do for yene" lie said.
Eugland, haif-forg-otten euusic, the voices Then bis arm came down, and a treimor
Mf friends whio ne longer remenvbered ran through the quîvering frame, while
him, and the smules in a gilI's briglit Withaxu set bis lips tiglitly as bis hand
ey« eS. Thlen lie settled himself more grew warin. The tbing was horrible to
flrmlv ln the driving seat, andi with hlm, but the life lie ledl lad tauglit hlm
ruumhed fingers. seuglit a tigliter grip of the folly af weaknes-s, and lie was too
the reins as the memory. of! the girl's pitiful to let his squieamýishness over-
soft answer ta' a question lie had a,ýked orne hlm.
breulit his. eallow ambitions, back. Still, lie shivered whe'n it was done,

lie was to hew his way te fortune lu and rubbing the kuife in the withered
tile West, and then corne baek for ber, leaves, rose andi made sbift to gird a
but the girl wbo liad Plune to hlm with rung about the nninjured herse. Then
wet clieeks when lie left lier liad appar- lie eut the. reins a~nd tied them, and
ently grown tired of waiting, and mnounting without stirrurps rode towards

Wtamsent back lier letters. i return tbe bridge. The horse went quietly
for a silver-printed card. That waa si enengli now, and the man uleowed it te
years ago, sud now none of the dollars choe0s e its waY. Hie wa goiu'g home to
lie had' bronglit inta the. eountry re- fiud shelter frein the cold, becauise lis
mained to hilm. Hie realized, dispassion- animal instinct,, prompted hlm, but
atel ' , and witliout egotîsm, that thi, otherwise, alinost without volitiou. ln a
was tliroul no fault of his, for lie knew 9tate of dispasslonate indifferenee. Notli-
that better mien had been erushTeti and ing more, lie fancied, could well befall

1- e-hlm.
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Tbi land i. locateed ini close proimity te the Pacific &Hudson Bai, Railway,
m a beautiful vailey, at an elevaion of lesu than 2,500 feet, serm-coast cli-
mate, needing no irrigation, with plenty of rainfail for the maturing of crops,
and an ideal spot for Dairying, Ranchng, or Mixed Farming.
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