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The Western Home Monït i>'

monte were on the isiands. The. motiiers
1 ded* the- littie' downy green ones over

lb.wide lake to one of the many pond-
hlein mthe, marsiies, snd drowned
Isnds and amail as the. youngsters an
tiiey are able to elude us, although
hm.wks and owis, mink and big frogs,
yes, even flali, are not averse to a,
tooiisome wee duckliifg.

Masny are the strange notes- the
mother bird uses; odd the piping cails
cf the littie ones, but the. maie neyer
msm to give vent tq anything but a

deep note, baîf qut(ck, half grunt. The
volce of the. tamte maliard is totally
unlie its wld brothers; coarser, with
none of the. sharp, vibrant ton. that
inakeà the duck bunter ait up, and ai-
mLot twist bis iiead off when it sounds
loud and clear just beiiind.

Ail this family are poor divers, get-
tlng their food near the. surface by
meteiy tipping up.. Wound one, and
there is born in him- a diving knowledge
Oiat oten outwita a ciever canociat and
a good ahot.

Through July and- August we push
the, long green nos. of our canoe into
many a deeply-bidden pondhole ; neyer
once do we see those birds at
piay sa the wood duck and
many other breeds play, usual-
ly the. oid birda are sleeping upon some
convenient log whie the young ones
puddle or sieep alongide. 1 tbink the.
Jiack duck is a iazy duck. ',
W eau see but a little differeuce in

second day. W. paddied Up there be-
fore the first raya of the. Sun fell on the.
calm lake, conceaied the, caitoe in the
cedars, built two iiideg over the ma-
chines, rigged the tubes and connecting
uines, and watciied a dozen'of these big
duckasiowiy swimming in.

Up and down the. siorè they swam,
watching every spot for a possible lurk-
ing.enemy. Firet eue big bird approach-
ed the. shore, raised bis long neck, eyed
every log and tree, and'tiien awam out
again. A few quaeke from her toid tiie
Riock ail was well. Gradually, watchfully
they sws.m in, taking over au hour to
do five iiundred yards. There we lay
'bl>mtiiiea, watciiing tiiem pick up the.
tiny grains of coarse, sand,
wasing tiiemsel#ço like tame
ducka,- preening tiieir featiiers, cil-
ing tiiemaives. On. big female wad-
dled off tiie shore sas the big machine
elicked, another- dipped down aiter
gravel (we piiotegrapiied it whie the
neck feathers were stiil wet), but
searched the scene every few seconds
for an enmy-every forty-five seconds
by actual count, neyer once dld a
minute elapse without thSe briglit
eyes scanulng the. wiole aiiore lin..

September was approacbing. Gradu-
aiiy the. birds left tiie pond holes wbere
the. fiappers had grown to big birds
capable of sustained fliigit, and gatiier-
ed in the back baya of the. reservation
where, iiidden in the higi' wild rie they
awaited tiieir fate on the opening daY .,

1 Black Ducka Nuit

the. plumage at any season. It is a lit-
tle brighter, penhaps, in the spring, but
the. big, fat chapa seem te b. as un-
changing as the. watciifuiness tbey in-
berit. Tii. amount of ou tbey use is
astoundiug. Constautly, .spring, sum-
mer, and fail tiiey are pressing tint
bread yeilow bll on the little cil test
just over the tail, and wiping its oily
surfaoe on the feathers. We notice that
wiien a wounded black duck falis into
the water with that great splasb, ase
timely sund nerve-kindling after a goed
shot, it takes te thie neareat ahore and

hesest. water e ut of the. breat
sahr, as the, sudden impact soaka it

te th, akin. In cold weather tiie in-
jured birds soon peri'h if tiiey cannot
drY themselvea this way.i Wondrful
la the. close fitting ceat of down and
feathers which neyer admit a drop of
water uniesa the bird la wounded.* I
have seen tbem strip their back com-
Pietely bar, whn fs.liig from a great
bleight, a nd striking tiie watr a gian-
cing biow.

Tiiere was on, old back chap that
iised to feed lu a' littie marshby op-
posite the island. After we waited for
hIlrs under a broiling sun, he finaiiy
waIked right in front of the. big
camiera and caught a frog-I aise
caiight hlim just before be swailowed it.
He <abbed it with bis bill, tiiu be
lhel it down, and swailowcd it iu a
triee.

Ul'vlp tesot soe fthe lke
Sviii in for gravel, this tbey must bave
tO r-is their digestion at least every

W. tried to study their voice sig-
nala, the, aihuring soft eall to the. hever-
mng incoming birds, juat a. velvety
quack; the quick low eaU te tthe young-
er birds when a ha.wk passed over, thO
old long gabble wiien a lot of gousipy
femaliswere tegetiier taiking over

rang troubles, the, sharp, vibrant
quack uak! of alarm as tbey

sprang frontii.e water.
Tii. only friends, 'of this numerous

family :we could discever were a few
green-winged teal and an old mallard
or twe. Many times bave we tried'to,
gaug. tiieir age; eue pair has returned
te thie same nesting spot for four suc-
cessive years, and I feel sure it is tiie
same female, as time after time ah.
bas let me approaci' witiiin six feet of
her nest befere flushiug. Be if they
escape the gamut or guns that stretches
from far nortiiern Ontario te the sunny
beaciies of Florida. it is safe te assume
they can reach this ag. at least, some
authorities affirm it la twice as long-
wçhe can tell?

W. built a "hid." in the great wild
rice beda. Six atout young trees,
twenty-four feet long, were driven dowu
iu the. rici', liquid mud, and decaying
wild rite traw that support *5's

strange water farms of the Miaisaau-
gas, until oniy tbree feet remaiued up-
rigiit above the, water, in their crotched
tops two eigbteun foot polca were laid,
the. wild ice was gathered and tied. on
until the bide looked like a thick part
of tbe bed, openinga were left for the
cameras, aud we wcre ready te picture,
or perbapa shoot, wben the next sun
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