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-tower bell operated by a water motor, which in turn was controlled
‘electrically by an ingeniously devised repeater, set at the central

telephone office from which point fires telephoned 'in were si'rrnalléd_
by striking apon the large bell the number of the teleplione which:

gave-the information. This primitive system was replaced by the .
direct acting Gamewell fire alarn telegraph in' 1890, the work be-

ing carried out by Mr. McMicking with completeness in every detail.
All the electric bell and annuneciator services in 'priv-ﬁte and public.

;" houses throughout the Province, somé of them large systems, have

so far been supplied and set up by him. -Mr. McMicking may be
regarded as the father of. electncal enterprise in British - Columbia,
and at the time of writing is reco«rmred as the -central figure in the
electrical arena of the Province, where he continues to carry on .a
general electrical business, besides being manager of the chtona.‘
and Esqulmalt Telephone company of Victoria; city electrician,
Vu.torm. general western representative of the Ball Electric Light
company of Canada; sole agent of the Gamewell fire alarm, etc., etc.
Beyond doing faithful service upon the committees of his aspirant

‘\pohflcal friends, Mr. MCMIC king ha.s taken, so far, but little active .

part in politics. - He served one term of ~two years upon the school
bqard of Victoria city school district, being elécted to’ the position .

by a. sweeping majority. Although his. first i impressions. in political

ethics were formed in the William Lyon Mckenzle school, we be-

" lieve him to be anything but a “party” man, hayuw lived too long
* and thought too deeply to believe that either.or any pblmcal party .
. or faction is the source of all 'ood or all.evil, orto be found wﬂlmg :

to sacrifice national needs to party greeds. His rehrrlous trammg. s

" was.received under ‘the auspices of the Preshytermn church, of

" 'ngam, Onta.mo, on the "5th of J uly, 1825. Hls father J ames - g

which church he has long continued to be an active, and we believe
consistent member, élways taking a leading place in the work of the
church and Sabbath school, and having been a familiar figure in the
church choir for the past twenty years. At present writing Mr.

McMicking is in the prime and vigor of manhood, enjoying robust

health, and we- predict, for him with his: niit\ire and thoughtful mind
and even ha.blts, a life of further great usefulne&s to his kmdred a.nd '

‘the sta.te. ,

lchillan. James E.. (Vlctnna), was.. born_.at . the town- of .A
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