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Iore than a uitindred years ao a littie boy in En iand inadea pructie of continuuilv rwning to lits înotber wvitb il sorts of
questions, as little boys have donc smce the beainnb.in. of tine.
Now, this particular parent. instead of answering_ aiytingr whiclcaineto hber bead, or telling the child to zo and play. was in te
habit of protecting herself, and preservinz lber reputation foronmniscienice. by sying, Read and yoi will know I"' Te boygrew up to be Sir Willian Jones, a deep student of the Orientallanguages. and a ligbt of learning generally, and lie always lov-ally declared that ie owed to tiis constant stimulation of iscuriositv the distinction whieh he gained in aflter lif. It isprobal e tat lie was iuîlinud by ature study, and at h isnioliaer', adianiriibly ,inipule replv. wbjias mnust lhave saved her agre:ît de:ail of trouble, woult tiont bave worked so weli with.
anotier kind of iniind. but the storv .ay serve as an illustration
of umnîtuestioning faitia in whiat uicul to he cailed book-lestriin,
whicit selli survives, especially among people who do not readmuch ibiemnscives.

The idea ithat readliingz for its own sake must necessarily be anadvaage, cornes dowvn to us directly fron the Middle A _es,wlten. for several itundred years, tbere were only three classeswo ntade anv differce in lte bistory of the vorld. FirstIt ase fraiti ly ean. who kbce lile enougf except to eutbis nhark deep e isit Iis sword: e icrtoe narn of letters, in usquiet cl or s. booio interprt( law and kept alive tlitelesriîg o! ai carfier d n: t itnd l the erciant trader. stnd-ins Iis crvins ali co mine-slted veonellb s 10 a fro over ate routisaid sens, like slitutties siowlv veavita diffrent couatries
togeser eli the web of auhr moder h dordi.

Il ws coperaied casyo wbl eand then, for mre wasmuc iess o ktow. lk inuci Casier to amuse people, hecause
tie- bad less t thatink iout. For a i r t r tinte ater te inveni
tioi of evriiry books adre stl so rare n so expensive tat
medic sciolî caire is the way of collsion folk, and te ownr-shilp of even a fewv voluntes enlifledl a ma 10 more consideration
ron lie woul a receive sow front a large library. To be amle brend a. ri wuof te accoblilisltenl. iot a cchssity, and ote busi-

ness ef conarn life mas condurtcd very vel vithout i. aus it isin in coitntries 10 Ibis day. Ia Itaiy, for instance, a inaster
ason ill carry in lusetiem s witlolta misînke ail tie necesanryfieures reiaîing tlu te imtillr of a house and its cost so far its
ais trade is oncrned, an so w il the o fier csief workenen.

eVe have coe b enok rpon universal eroucation s such will reu-
mixed ar tnta bita ug il is curionks o think o e haita iisht
bave cos ss if everybody lonn alwas knowi holit rend. Forcontdretls of ves l e nois of repaer werc anded do nfront une zel s a reverent niusury 10 another and ate saie
whs truc o ite sard enoks tf mlte Eas ank tmuci o! bur own
b:llad lierure. Tue nsiait u vho could recite coua amse, buta len baopie Caa aiclse orenelves btey w i ot listen tny-
we chse paieitiT arnd it is itpessile for traition te oi il sowia ngiLst te chap itevsaer. Tiose of ls v o are em,eiioil tu ha:ve becît brouffbu. ipi ins tue rouxtlie sciool wili re-
aweer tlit e wcre Indialit o thiem of Ilie Ne: bodiyin iser-
ui us sntis einost cotiotse, istre isteiiinfu 

coiiir.too ao oiffti i kprovise or reaeal ate po ueds o! Petrarc.
aTh Tasso. Tfe Sicilian ir lte alabrin. el ignora t i laisbeattiii iviid eotîîtitrv. does Sn 10 titis dkw, buit is 'Naplies Ile
brc:eyss tnd ittenive throey ispiitiv gamtîreto arotioe a boy
olt of rc:.iiwher abot mlue test nurder or bntantyk roberv.

Modern scictuli surger bs fuitnd ofut a grate. dei abolt
\te baitin ths a tiftyyarga. but iha renrd la evxrv tiywltivia iakes il dillercial front lthe eye or lte heuart tlucre*is stili

aiiost nlis catuc hysery as i rtye m ftr rea of a gseis,
howevar, tocrobl h certain tat fach iew it pression wicars ilaway ever su litîle. ana ailtoîgl IlIte taiittîl. like lte botdy, i

untoîtiteiv lrctgîteîciii>yexorciseo, il, beCCoines. cotaflisoil
Nlieni ton inaaty dilTerenai kitwis of inaleriai :are çtiiTei itt iL
Tue maaettarv ouf mîen like rz.ilors ntt sitepherdIS kq :îl 10 ]le ex-treielv relenlive. imecatîs ltev speumd( inst of îliu'ir ltte ani(-
out of duiorS. wvlere ltev misi utets ho roiastiiitiy obîservat,anti yet.are tint tilr.tcîctl îy a1 mutîituîde of Irivialities.

Withiu lthe laçt lifiv thaerlc lbas heen ait oxtraordlinary
usnîtiipicnîatn l.~ o! cve!r. kiti d for rendoers o! ailae.
until ive -irc iuo% lirotiglit face la face witit problcrns wvîieli arc

the nnlietal counterpart of those besetting us naterially with
Nebody for t avit.ure se of macinery in mtanuafactures.
Nooiv f r t iit aiii denies ta iutny inventions, suci us te- mttter. siiing-jenny and sewintg-maiincliîte, have been
of iiiu.atst. ervice tu litun tiity. but the inevitable tendency ofevtrv mttacinite k o iuake a nachtine of the mniit or woian w h
Serves il. ari it ik growiig imore dificult year by year to haye
te kil e of eork done in w ahi hand and brain work itlel-

igenîly togeber.
A aeiune will make each separate part of a pistol more

acctirateiy titan a litat could (Io, andtiIn out îauîy mtore,but il k doubi fut wvleter tie civiizaiou o! te wori is iuel
adivanced tbereby, and certainu thal the elaborately ornuînucnted

Ieabons vaicl one sees orcasionally in gunsmithl's windowsare lîideous compared with those to be found in any collection
o! aid amais. Or, 10 ttke an jinstanace 'hii appeais mtoreclosely tu omen, let any one coimtpare a piece of eiroidery
doac by a skilled ineedlewoman w«ith the specimens exhibited to
show te perfection of any sewiigm.aachmiae. and lte contrast is
even naorts sbrakîag. Tue saine desig i and lte siaute niaterils
ntay serve for both, but te uifference is ls greît as belean a
living person and a woodeat doîl. :îlaiîuciiry, fron iuaviîaglicen a useful slave, is rupidly becomnair a tyraaanous ntasî.*er,ani '«e are in danger o! forgettin -g tat lthere clit be no reaipower wvlieh is flot creative, aîai lian notbittg can give btecfeet o! life whicl aà ot life itself.

Etcbiags and engraving are perfectly legitimate works of art,becatase tbe artist meant lu work uit black nad 'visite, aîad 10
prodte just the effect vhich ·e see and admire, but a chromo-
lbiaugraj) i a aiost ailvuyq a libel on the picture wlîiclt il, triesto eopy. especially if the latter is an oil-painting. As to the
crile îîad glaring colored sliets '«laicît slow disfigître s0 maanyneapatler. tgey are s hepy abomainable and calcuate t do
nit ilitibe denal o! liarni, for the reason thiat as we becotîe used
to liem wvu shal not feel lthe differcauce between ganul color amuibad, which is really as marked to a trained eye as the differcuce
between harmony and discord is to a trained Car.

Ail titis îuay not seem 10 htave aitytlaing to(in dowîi renugobut unfortuately tte connectioî ia oily tou close, because we
are in great <langer o! beiîag nverivlielntd %villa naacltiîe-îadeclevernress, jas as the narket is soneliies over.stocked wilt
machine-made furniture. The huniman iniad is like lte hunan
body in that it can only live and grov by what nourisies it, animust make its food part of itself, or assiimtilate it as the piysi.
clans say. In old times children used to be bronglht uî to,eat whatever was set before them, without choice or conph int,
and although this rule now seemas somewhat tvrannical, il had
at Icast the advantage that parents presutmttably chmose vlinît they
knew to be whotlesome. With regard to nourishiment for bte
nmind, such vigilance w«as scarcely necessarv, as the larder in
those iays vas apt to be ltter provided tliaî the library, and a
child not in mnuch danger o! a mental surfeit froma the books
within ils rencht. If there were any ut all. however, they had
usuailly among their numîber somte of the English classies suich
as Shaksiere. Paradise Lest, The Pilgria'a 'Progre, Joibinson
(Pr.uje. Unjir' Trarels, and greatest of al], even apart from ils
religious character, the Bible.' In mtany families there was a
larg-e illustrated copy, and those of us vio are no lonmger youang
can probably reneiber long Suinday afternoois before the tire
or under lthe trees, when week-day play was forbidden and we
waidered instead with the children of Israel through the
wildernass, and rode witi Diavid and Gideon into their bloodywars. As we look at thein i after years, neither the Bible
nor Shakspere sceen fit for young renders, but ionest and
lcalthy childhooi is prolected by ils own inntocenîce, antd as,
like ciarity, il thinketh no cvil, it <locs not remaember anythingwhiclh colid dio it harmn.

No book which coames inato a decent house is as likelv to liatideas into children's lucads, to use the nursery' phrasc as Ilhe
careless talk of older people who ougit to know better, but
wio are ton apt to forget lthe great 'everence which lthe old
Roamansdeclarcd long ago to be the due of yoith.

It ik cotnmtanly said that yotmîg people vili no longer read
Walter Scott itîtul arc borced to deathi by Sltakspere. If si). it i
certainly their mîisfortune but scarcely tlieir fault, and the cause
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