EDUCATIONAL REVIEW.

A FORM-MASTER.

Mr. Bull was a young master, and an inter-
national foot-ball player. Being one of the few
members of the Staff at Eaglescliff who did not
possess a first-class degree, he had been entrusted
with the care of the most difficult form in the
school — the small boys, usually known as the
Nippers.

A small boy is as different from a middle-
sized boy as chalk from cheese. He possesses
none of the latter's curious dignity and self-
consciousness. He has the instincts of the
PUppy, and apprecnates being treated as such.
That is to say, he is physically incapable of
sitting still for more than fifteen minutes at
a time; he is never happy except in the company
of a drove of other small boys; and he is
infinitely more amenable to the fortiler n re

than to the suaviter in modo where the enforce-

ment of discipline is concerned. Above all, he

would rather have® his head smacked than be

ignored,: % W eP .8

Having duly posted up the names and tender
ages of his Nippers in his mark-book, Mr. Bull
announced —

“Now, we must appomt the Cabmet Mmlsters
for the term.’

Instantly there came a piping chorus:

“Please sir, can I be-Scavenger?”

“Please sir, can I be Obliterator?”’

“Please sir, can I be Window-opener?”’

“Please sir, can I be Ink-slinger?”
“Please sir, can I be Coal-heaver?”

“Shut up!”’ roared Mr. Bull, and the babel was
“We will draw lots as usual.”

Lots were duly cast, and the names of the
fortunate announced. Mr. Bull was not a great

quelled instantly.

scholar; some of the “highbrow’’ members of
the Staff professed to despise his humble attain-
ments. But he understood the mind of extreme
youth. Tell a boy
fill an ink-pot, or
will perform these acts of drudgery with natural
reluctance, and shirk them when he can. But
appoint him Lord High ' Scavenger, or Lord
High Ink-slinger, or Lord High Obliterator, with
sole’ right to perform these important duties and
power to eject usurpers, ax{i he will value and
guard his privileges with all the earnestness and .
tenacity of a permanent official. -

to pick up waste paper, or
clean a blackboard,  and he~ .

Having arranged his executlve staff to hll
satisfaction, Mr. Bull announced — LS

“We'll do a little English Lnteratuﬁe tlns o
‘morning and start fair on ordinary ‘work f,hlk" i
‘afternoon. Sit absolutely still for ten minute:
while I read to you. Listen all the ‘time, for
I shall question you when I have finished. - Afte!
that you shall question me—one. question
and mind it is a sensible one. After {
ybreather; then you will write out m_

words a summary of what I have rea@. Atte
“shunl' :

questions mean marks, and

their souls for marks. Suddenl'

the book with a snap.
“Qut you get”’ &
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followed up by speeches from
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