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“BEYOND THE RANGE OF PRACTICAL POLITICS”

THE constant use made of this expression illustrates the advantages cer-
tain tribes of savages derive from the practice of *‘taboo,” and it may be
cited as a further evidence of the immutability of human institutions;
be&ring Witness, as it does, to the fact that an interesting savage custom
18 not without its useful counterpart in the most enlightened communities.
The neceséity of confining political discussion to subjects that are ripening
for legislative treatment has obvious advantages. In Great Britain the
Press, in its loyalty to the hardly-worked public men of that country,
8enerally follows their lead ; and the rule prevails of avoiding enlarged
discussion of subjects that have not bLeen adopted by some one holding a
Tesponsible position in the State. In America such loyalty is less prac-
bised, and perhaps its necessity is less felt. At the same time, the phrase,
“beyond the range of practical politics,” is equally potent on both sides
°f the Atlantic. It is usfal in relieving thos? upon whom the task of
Carrying on the affairs of Government devolves from being called upon to
onsider crude proposals, and also in limiting the efforts of the press to
®ducationa] work of immediate necessity.

We have before us a remarkable instance of the dominating influence
of the phrase. There is a proposition that commends itself to the judgment
of mogt of us, but because it is “beyond the range of practical politics ”
10 politician’s voice will proclaim, and no political writer’s pen will trace
. As a result of this respect for a necessary safeguard, we have the
Spectacle of high-minded men advocating enlarged trade relations with the

bited States who cannot really be desirous of seeing the disappearance
ot our rapidly vanishing forests hastened ; and to whom the possibility
the growers of barley receiving a part of the duty charged thereon by
t?lat country cannot commend itself as an adequate reason for revolu-
.10nising the manufactures and commerce of Canada. They may lead tl‘le
"9nis fatuus, but it is difficult to imagine them being led by it. In plain
a"guage, they believe that the union of the English speaking race for
Mensive and defensive purposes would be a bLoon to civilisation of so
Positive and far-reaching a kind that any sacrifice on Canada’s part would
Qe & small matter in comparison therewith. But because this part of t‘he
ix ¢ . eie gy s . .
‘::eam ‘beyond the range o.f Practlcal politics, }t remains unnamed ; and
'e puzzled at tinding trifling reasons urged in favour of a momentous
:h:n}?:? The advantage of the largest .u.nion ‘of. th(; -mc:,- 1; ar};i):sre:t,o :uab
Pe of those who dream of so brilliant a combinatio p
"818 void of substance. The only conditions that would render such a
ai(;":‘"nmation a possible one for the people of the Uni'ted States to con-
T have not arisen. They are not menaced from without, and are at
Pl‘esem quite satistied with their municipal vastness. As yet they have

&rd[y Yisen to the sense of obligation to the less civilised races. Their .

o Teign Commerce is immature, and their connexions with the “cnds of the
Arth » are 8o limited that to expect that sense of obligation ta exist in
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sufficient force to have political weight would be to look for a spiritual
manifestation, )

Nor are the conditions for the favourable consideration of such
enlarged relations much more advanced in Ensland.  The sinaller problem
of Imperial Federation presents grave difficultis, although theve is a senti-
mental unanimity of opinion on the subjcct felt by our fellow eitizens in
all quarters of the globe. The discus.ion of this question has remnved
the taboo from a wide range of subjecis. Thers are men whoso words
carry weight wherever they are read who deny the advisability of any
statutory Federation, even could one be devised that would be acceptable
to all concerned. Professor Freeman in his “ Greater Greece and Greater
Britain” contrasts unfavourably to us the expansion of that ancient people.
He would like to see all poliical ties loosened, and our scattered colonies
held together by no strong e bowl than that of affection, as wers theirs.
The very policy that Mr. Ifreewman adwires led more than all others to the
political extinction of that gifted race. 'The Asian colonies fell before
Athens’ achieved greatness. Those in Italy and Sicily fell to Carthage and
Rome before the latter’s conquest of Greece proper. The idea of unity
presented itself to the national consciousness at an early period in its
recorded history. Panhellenism is a very ancient expression, but
unworthy and short sighted jealousivs ever kept it a mere idea. The
Amphictyonic league never embraced all the Greek States, nor was the
fealty of those composing it ever strong. The Synedrion of Corinth was
a less weak attempt to knit the scattered people but it failed to hold the
measure of success it did obtain. It would be idle to speculate as to what
the probable history of the world would have been had the union of a
part of the Hellenes imposed by the sword of Macedonia been a willing
one. Had it grown some centuries carlier, and won the loyalty of the
whole race, we might have been spared the long blanks of the dark ages.
The fact stares us in the face that tho race which has given to history
her brightest records of heroism and genius was absorbed in fragments by
those whose highest praise it is that tley learned to imitate the civilisation
of the people they conquered. If history viewed broadly has any decided
policy to teach us in these latter days it is surely the value of unity—the
value of sinking minor differences and of standing shoulder to shoulder in
presence of a common enemy. By making the glory of each section of
the race the common possession of the whole, the higher ideals may be
maintained. In this way the ever present tendencies to reaction may be
met, and the lapses from light to darkness prevented. Expansion such
as ours during the last century must have in it varied elements of weak-
ness. Intelligent co-operation may safely guide us to the light. Expan-
sion with disunion can only invite the gathering together of the powers
that make for darkness.

Other nations are learning the lessons of history. Without the past
to guide them who can believe that the (+riian States would subanit to the
rule of Prussia; and dedicate so large « purt of their wdult male popula-
tion to military service. The principl: of local autonomy is as dear to

Italians almost as it is to Germans. l» alory and the fate of Rome, of

‘Venice, of Florence and of other Stutis, arc not forgotten ; but Italy

united *from the snows of the Alps v the flunes of ABtua” is pre-
ferred. Panslavism too, that danger 10 Lustern Enrope, is the strength

of Russia ; nor is the apparently illiberal policy of that State, in striving
to make the heterogenous peoples of her vist Empire one i, language,

without historical justification, The roling il lhihking clisses Luve
good grounds for believing that their rational permancnce depends npi
the success of this policy.

Nothing but the strangest infatuatin could exeuse the heliof that the

Anglo Saxon race ‘is above or outside of !¢ influences thnt huve hithe ro
moulded the destinies of humanity. The discussion regarding increased
trade relations with the United States has opened up wide questions of a
political nature, reaching beyond that of Annexation. It is not surpris-
ing that some of those advocating change should be influenced by these
larger considerations. The strange thing is that the fear of getting
“beyond the range of practical politics ” should lead men to advocate a
change which the arguments advanced utterly fail to justify.

"It may some day become an accepted doctrine that an injury done to
the least of the peoples of the earth is an injury to all. That as the
strength of a chain is the stronzth of its weakest link, so the greatest



