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Altbough Dickens bias nlot Il iiluminated his workq with the author's

ewn candles," hie bias feit, and cxpressed lik-e a great arti st, the poesy

which dwells among the humble classes, and iii their milie'u, by bis gaiety,

wit, and a communicative emiotion. Thereini consists tbe success of Dickens

with the French ; le conquered Englisb'coîiventionalities, wbich withi the

French are ranked somcewhat as eccentricities. Not that D)ickens thinks

like the French, but he bias on thing.t buana, on the relations betwveen

classes, such general views anti feeing, thiat tiiey are acceptc.d as more
French and less British.

Dickens, in bis worldly personages, et1uals almiost Balzac ;towards the

French Revolution lie is as realist as Mîîirger anti Henri Monnier. Lt is

impossible for bim to rank any of his cliaracters liiIipr tban an Il Esqluireý."

.If hie travels outside the orbit of the hîumible, bis figures aire nianîiikins.

Net so Thackeray ; bie gives a true and faithful traniscript of actual life

lie nothing extenuates nor sets lowji .uglit in malice ;bis nin auJ woînen

are neithier the best ner worst ; lie is a realist in bis wvay, aud raîiks un the,

Continent as one of the three great English novelists of the' century. Then

anything coming from Tback'ray's peu lias a great literary imuportanice,

which explains the favourable reception extended to bis hitherto unprinted

"Contributions to Punich." Th'ackeray, iii these fugitive squii>s auJ

8kits, is seen in werking, dressq, not oti,,ial costume. Ilis giory suffers

nothing, fromt the autepsy. These fantasies of youtiîful days are as gay,

as true in toue, and as freshi as on their tjrst day ;the style is as pure antI

tbe language as elegant as iii - Esmcond " antI the "Newcomeics." Are such

not the privileges cf cht:/s d'u urts cf ail kinds î

it bas b't'r reiinarked Th'ackeray Lad A ionslove cf virtue, Jehinson's

batred of cant, Ilorace Walpele's lynx eye for the nîcan anti ridiculous,

and Goldsmnitb's kindlines.s and wille cbarity for mankind. But te enter

Thackeray's gallery, if is essential at least te bave a foot tuaat iii scariet plush

and silk stockings, fer he is the delineator cf the' governiing classes, and bis

dukes, marquises, counitess4es, bankers, and imerchant princes are as living

as nature. Now tlhese are- social strata the F~rench cati ne more coinpre-

lbend than they cani the seigneurs cf tîmeir own (taci"n rtiime. lu tbeir

nature tiîey are, perliap4, as pure' types as timose cf I ickens ; b)ut they are

more local, appear less humami, and ietice less comtprebiensible by tie

foreigner. 7ZEîtc.

Nu TES FRUMl QUELBEC.

AN interesting course of winter lectures, given under the auspices cf the

Literary anti Ilistoricai Society cf Quebec, w:5 lîroughit te a close oit

Friday niglit, Marcbi 19. Before referring te the lecture itself, it is per-

haps desirable tbat we shoulti say a wortl or ttvo about the " Literary

amid Ilistorical Society," whicbi, we regret te say, btas fallen tipomi evil tinys.

Tbe histery cf tbe society was sketcbed vwitb conspicueus ability by Dr.

liarper, Rector cf tue Beoys' Iligli Scbool, in a lecture wbîehi lie, delivereti

sneweeks ago. The nien whme erigimiateti tic' Society bave long silice

passeti away, andi tieir successers have net sbeoNvn the saine entiîusiasmi

for the work se werthily inaugurated, andi lience it lias languisiieti almnost

te tbe point of deatb. Fortunately fer tie Society it.bas a live president,

in the person cf Mr. George Stewart, Jr., .RSCanti it was îîiaiuly

througli bis efforts that the late excellent course cf lectures was carrieti

te a successful issue. The lecture on Fritiay migbt, Mardli 19, wvas dclivered

by Mr. Shebyn, M.P.P., President of the Quebec Board cf Trade , andt a

more gloomy outloek we bave rarely seen placeci befere a Quebec audience.

Mr. Shehyn's suhject was IlB.ailways andi Waterways," and altheugli the

Chronicle devotes more than a columut te the lecture, the essential peints

presenteti by the lecturer are alnîost entirely ovcrleeked. MNr. Sheiiyn

argueti and fertitieti bis arguments by indisputable evidence tbat uîîder ne

condition cf circnimstances was it possible for tbe waterway te cempete with

the raiiway. Twc or tbree rough articles cf merchaudise migbt be carricd

more advantageeusly by water than by rail, but the possibility cf

reaching anything like a speedy transit wvas eut of the question, even

when steam was useti on tbe canais. The difficulty cf coutending against

the dispiacement cf a bodiy cf sbiallew water in a narrow cliannel, and its

waah agaiust the opposite banks, was referreti te at lengtiî, and the opinion

Of eMinent engineers quoted ; bie then pointed te the fact that-net-

withstandiug the great improvements that baci been effecteti ini enlargiug

and deepening the canais, as weli as in increasing the carrying capacity cf

the barges freai 8,000o te 80,000 bushels,-tbe waterways bati net been

able te hold their own against the railways. Lt was a difficult, matter te

get those who had preperty invested in canais te recegnize the inevitable ;

and consequently they were everywbere to e hafeunt knockiug at the

public treasury, seeking for help in soute shape or other. For example,
they wanted the canais deepeneti te-day, and to-morrow they fuît confident

that the abolition Of toila was the oe thing mostly needed, te enable them.

te compete successfully witb the railways. Ln reply, Mr. Siiehyn showed
tbat wbere both requests had been cornplied with the, result gave hardly

any appreciable increase of toninagfe, andi liti net redu0e the cest te sucli a

peint as wocld enable tue owners te compote with tbe raiiways. The

canais had neyer paiti for the cost cf construction amîd maintenance, and

untier aIl the circuinstancesl tice best tbiug fer tbe country te de with

thei was te sel1 tbem eut te tiie liigIifst and best bidder. [ni discus8ing tue

question cf \Vesterni trafflc, lie bieit eut ne bopes tethssagueenlîe

wbo are aiways predictimig tiîat the trade cf tue West weuid soniehew or

otber find an outiet by tue St. Lawvrence route. 'l'ley liad oiily te look

at the vast network of r.îilways on the Amierican sido te feî-i cenviniceti

tbat tiiere was net the least chance cf their wiule-awake neiglibo crs per.

mitting such an important trailic te pass thteir doors, even if Cantada ceulti

cotupete witiî them tpoii î'qtal terîiis-wiiicl she could net. [t was live

millions against fifty ; anti these tifty backed up by an alîîîost iinexliaust-
il>le capital, antt an enteriiris(' tbat neyer flagyged. Froîin the iteiglîbour-

lioct cf the great lakes tii-y weulti doubtless contintue te tlraw large quanti-

ties cf freigbt ; but even bere tiiey woulti have te exorcise great v igilanîce,

anti set'- that the Canadian Pacific Rîýilway was net p'rmîitted te play thî',n

false. If that corporation built a bridlg' above 'ontr'al, it siîmîply lmîant

titat tiiey were ceut cff' froin the mainri ne cf Westeriî traiei, wiiicit woull

tînti an outlet lty way cf Boston, or sottie Aiuierican port. Oit thte whlole,
Mr. Slieiiyît dees itot appear te sliare iii the conîfidience cf tiiose wbo have,

froin tiiîie to tinte, expressed tles'shiopeftîlly about Qteîcsfuture'.

'i'ere aire soute capitalists interesteti ii the Ljake St. .Johîti Ratil way , tutti

tlîis particular imterest is hieiiig prealeed up vigorously ut present as thnt,

upen whiciî tihe future prosp'rity etf (uelîec hitmg. 'The sainie tlîimg was

said about the Norti Shore andi simîilar eiterprises, ste long as it was

necessary te iiake the public I' pay tint pipe3r." Mr. (~mîleiproposeti a

voeocf r.hatikg te the lecturer, poiîtting eut tlie imnittse wt'alth thtat, tvas

r'atiy te flow imtto tiht Amtcieîtt Capital upon the comipletietî cf the Laîke
St. ,John Itailway. I)r. I [arper soc<mîiet tue resoititioti, wititeît sayimîg

aiytitiing abhout tue railway, an emîissicu that is probaitly duetto te filct

titat, binmg a Scotcliînan, the learneti Rector cf the [tigli Schteel is tiet iîiuch

cf a visioîiary. Col. Rhiodes drew attention te tut' state cf thimgs iii the

port of Quî'bec ; lie urgeti thie Presitîcut cf tue Boardi cf 'Imaete senti the
intformîation te ('very centre cf commîerce thiat at îîrosett tiiere was ant

opemn waterway te the sea. Lt was a fact cf very great imtportamnce, amdiiiîiglit

have conqiderable influence upon the comtmerce of tînt port. We inîclinie
te the opiniont tlhat the wortliy Colon'l everestittiatos the valute of open

wattr iii the Guldf of St. Lawrenice. A mîîomth frotît tItis date, steani 'rs

finti the niavigation t'isky uttough, anti are very cften untier the îtecessity

cf turmtimg btîck te lialifax. lîtueeui, it woulti li cul1 iablt' te atteimpt

the nîavigaîtiomn mtucli 1),fore the 18st cf Maîy, een if thte Il liglîts " amîd

Itucys " were aIl placeti, ewing te sneowstcrîtts4 anti miasses cf

floati îîg ice. Th'ie trutit is, Que bec ili I ike a mit (tro tv îî i g, prî'pameti to

grtîsp at any straw ; but iter day lins gotie, antt sit lias noîotiy te biaitie but

hîersî'lf. Mr. Shlihyî pmuctically says lis itîtili, anti thîcru is mie use ia

clesimîg ocr eyes te the imevitable.

A (1001) detîl cf amuseument, it a quiet antd unobtrusive wvay, lias beemi

eliciteti front Sý-ir Aý. P. Caron's speech. 'Tli truc) causte cf Mr. Anîyot's

defectioa freon th(e Censervative sido lias net se far becomie public proetrty,
but it wvill iîy and by ; it the mtîcautimîie, it is mtcw recollt'ced titat wiiem

the Nimîth were leaviug Quebec, moe tham eue person declareti pulîliciy

tiîat tliey were itet going te figlit, anti this opinion, however it got abroati,

appearki te have been well founticc. Tin'ro ta semietlîiii irrepressibly

comîîic iii Amyot's iiitary tactics, atuh the tîovehty cf a whie armny in the
fieldi prctecting "lforts anti provisions " is ncthimig short cf a revelatiomi

ut inilitary science. Jutigeti in ant cif-biandeti way, it inay be saiti to prot-

mete eating anti te imiimîiiiize tigiiting. IlThe voluter" says thîs mode-n

master cf the art of succcss4ful war, "larc spt'cially adapteti fer tue protectiomn

of the forts anti provisions. " Ve tieclare with sote confidenîce thiat this iii

a htnamitarian view cf thte art cf wvar thmat, if generally accepteci, will work

a revolutioti ameng the nations cf the earth. Place the regimientai

colours in a biscuit box anti held it te tue ticati, anti if the enemy don't

dia through the interposition of bail-cartritige, you cati kili hitiii a nega-
tive way tbrough hunger.

TiiE promotion of Archbîshop Taschereau te the Cardinalate of luis

Churcb is an event of cotîsiderabie importance in mny ways. Every.

body in the Ancieut Capital admires Arcltbislîop Taschareau for bis maniy

excellent qtîalities. The Roman Catholics sec in him a prelate of great

persenal piety, profound sagacity as a chief paster, anti the reprasonta.

tive of a bouse illustrieus among French-Canadians ; while the Protestants

of Quebec look upon himt as the embocliment cf ail that is praisewortlîy

among Roman ecciesiastics ; bis Grace is ever ready te help themi in their
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