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FEMATE EDUCATION.

THE POSITIVE-—TIS POSSTELE.

L Greal ag afe the improvements the last twenty years have

. seen in‘female education; and conlinnally inereasing asis the

~ namber of enlightened and fuithful teachers wiho, having de-

. dicited theirlives to the work, carry iton with renewed sue-

‘cess from*duy to'day, it is still a miefancholy: fact- that, in the

amajority of “our sehools, we find many:of the old mistikes in

=7 full foree, together with a general” non-progressiveness of

-~ character which, to the thoughtlul,’ becomes asubject for se-
“rious consideration. - T R P

" o such s enll 1o mind the.days of back-boards and sam-

- pleisy apd s knowing ouly the really good schools of Lo-day,

L Tejoicingly draw'a contrast "between past.and present, (he as-

Usertion just made will “probably appearhoth uncalléd for and

“unjust. But that, anhappily,it'is neither ‘the ona nor the

" “other, incrensing acqitaintance with facts will testily. -So far:

* fram. wishing to obtain credit for her statement throngh undue

hwelghtattached to the. facts ion' which it-is based, the sole-

- desire.of .the writer! is- to’induce a more .careful. inquiry into _

;-whal.sehools are, and.anore -earnest: cons'deralion of:what

“they should:be, - Still, such facts a8 she nay . adduce—not

- being selected lo serve w purpose, butchosen fiom the general

. rintaber-as most characlevistic and ‘expressive, and being all .

“matter; nol of hearsay; but of personal: knowledge—descrve
. that degree of considerntion - which - should he uccorded to
" every - contribution, however, to -the cause of truth. . It may
assist the betler understanding of the -subjeet, if we take a
porticular class of schools, in order to indicate” the traces of
old errots still o be found in then; and perthaps those in
whiclt it will e most easy-to demonsirate onr position are the
religious. S A
“But before going farther, an allempt must. be' made to
-guard, if possible, ngainst misconstruction. It is the primary
uiticlo of tho-wnter’s fuith, that however gifted or amiable
an_instructress may be, whatever her nalive powers or.ac-
quired accomplishinents, she is unfitted for theicharge of.
aational and- immortal beings unless -her heart,  mind, and

conscicnce be under the influence of religion. . In speaking, -

* then; of ¢ religious schools,’ it inust be borne in mind. that it
» 8 to'such'as have taken lo themselves the name, not suchas
wo shonld be disposed  to give it to, that reference is alwnys
“imade. - These are sometimes farther characterised as € evan-
‘gulical?  Now, in the use of this-word, we are influenced
only by a desire of indicating to those who nre conversant
with them the cluss of schools referred Lo, and itis employed

o with as Utlle of an invidions meaning a5’ the terms € prepa-
Jwralory® or € finishing ? “would be, it they snited our purpose.
However Hesignated, perhaps the gront wistako of the schicols
- quostion ‘consists in this, that religion, which they are un-
. doubtedly rightin making their first object, is so formally and
“nnattractively preseated, so restlessly ebtruded at all times
- seasong, and so connceted with pain and discomfort, that
.~ unlesy'n strong interest has beeu alrendy gainod for 1tin the
..more genial almosphere of home, the best result we can hope
for is—indiffitence, nnd that which we shall most commonly
© find==dislike: ~ For i will ol be usserted, that (o bring (ired
“children‘in fiom -2 long wolk—whers, If really desiraus to

-tory, i génealogy, or doctring, just asit may huppen—are the®

that, “after prolonging . lessons for-an hour and achalf - before:
‘breakfust, to=keep them “kneeling a quarter of -an™hourdf. -~
‘more on a colil: morning, whilst you are powsing forth prayers -
whieh, however . {rue.~of :your individual: soul,: are ‘without.: -
meaning to youthful  hearers, is the ‘most hopeful way.ef " .
Jeading their hearts to God. And yet:thesc are the established

3 One verse from the Bible, cho-"
sen.with referenee to time and place—one. heartfelt aspina- -~
tion, poured into the ear of -2 child whose Jieart was- tuned to .

‘usages of  réligious schools,

i mprove,.they are. just hegining lo'arrange how lo make: the' .
“best of their: time—andsummoning them .ail around you, to.; "

read six conseeutive chapters from the Bible—=piophecy, his-

means best,calculated o give 4 love for. the Scriptures, Or

receive it—would do as much good as'these well-meait but

- illjndged altempts do harm.  Nor.are'they the only costoms:

that appear injudicious. : The -habit “of learning from the
Bible as a lesson, of ‘being hurried to.chureh twice in the heat
of the summer day, and reproved for. the consequent  bodily

“weariness, ;a5 if il were @’ moral crime ;; the dulness and

gloom'. of ‘Sundays, the formal preachments madd on . ihe
slizhtest occasions, and the.unfortunate - practice of ‘meeting
childrenat every turn'with no lighter argument thanithe Day-
of Judgment—all these are mistakes inore generally “made;

.and more ‘serious ‘in their-consequences; than any who are
can well imagine, .

ungequainted with the subject practically ell
So little knowledge of the child’s nature is somelimes shown,
that an ¢ Essay on. Faith? s been - required as a vacation
lesson from a whole.school, including at ledst two little girls
under eleven, - Now, if- this had been imposeid only on. tlie
advanced pupils;'by whom the subjeet was understood and
felt; and the younzeér'ones: suflered to- write on some . other
subject within their comprahenston, no fault could have been
found. = But imnagine unfortunate little beings suddenly stop-

ping in the midsiof some game to which - they have given

their whote Licart, and vainly striving 1o recollect some text,
ot {ragment of a test; that wmay stand. in' .place of original -

" ideas, and fill a deeent pnge in the theme book ! " Imagine
‘the utter .dislike they will feel to such subjects for years lo
~come. - Teachiers- seldom - fail to see this dislike, but for the -
“most part. altribute it to natural perveision and innate depra- -
Cvitys

God' knows, there is enough of both in every heart,
lowever cotmparatively innecent; but the question is—Is
the right means taken for yemoving it 2 And to.soine ot us
the 'farther question arises—May not the mistakes of the
teachier help fo confirm “the wrong feelings of the child?
Agrin: in many schools deceit is effectually - faught by the
system of espionage maintained over letters. - If children are
told 1o say just what they like, but know at-the same time
that every word they do say will be overlooked, they willy
either consciously or unconsciously, be hypoerites in the writ-
ing. T'hey-cannot fail to say what is likely to give plea-
sure or gain favour; and going in time a step faither, when
communications of a contrary nature have tobe made,a piece
of paper will be slily -slipped in after supervision of the ori-
ginal jetter. - : : i

And yet, under these influences are brought up every year
n large ‘number of children, whose parents, thinking they
have secured for them the inestimable benefit of a sound reli-
gious " cducation, vainly hope lo see springing up.in their
bearts that good seed which, for want ot due preparation’of
the 5011, has never taken root. - Happy is it if they do not

_lind in'itg place indifference, callousness, deecit. " Now it

seems impossible that intelligent parents, and honest but mis-
wrken teachers, should meditate on these evils without fecling
that they must be vemoved, at whatever cost or effort.

It is to such: I address myself -in the following at-
tempt to determine how many of the  errors that lelong'to
our present school system arc essentially interwoven with ity
and how many enly make part of 1t by accidental associa-
tion ; in short, lo set the positive in the light of the possilie.

In-coing this, we require onc. principle given ; namely,
that schoois are a substitute, and at best a poot one, for howe
training, which, when attainable with few : or none - of the
incotiveniences commonly attached to it, we hold to be the

“ perfect mode ‘of education, the normal stale appointed by

God ; and which, therefore, we may not change without and
suflicient reasens, :




