
- ~3O

l'Biti T erl Arneica

QUE3BEC 23w .UNE, 180.

E MK E ED UCA'T ION.

T 'OsIT EnTE POSS1I LE.

Great s arc tua improvenentt th let twenty years have
sein in feiimale edicaîtion, and continnally incrcasing as is the

* nimher af crilightened a nd1*ntitifi teachers who, laving de-
dictted their lives to tle work, carry ito n with rCiwedt sitc-

ces fromi day ta day, it is stil, a rnlncholy fac tthat, in e l
riacri ty 0f our schbou s, wc find manyof tli old mist aes in

fui force, together with genecral non-p)rogressiveness of
character whiclh, .o the thounghtful, becomes a subject for se-

inous conisideration.
'TO Suci as culi te oind ta days of baclc- oaîrdas ad sam-

pers, au1l knwing on y tier really gonoil schols (If to-day,
rejoicingly draiv a cointrat between past can present the as-

tion just miade will preably appear both uncalled for ald
.Ilust. Illt flhat, unhapp1)1ily, Wtis nieihe flie onec nor fhec

otler, inciensing acqlüaintalice wvith facts vil( testify. Sa far
Frain wishin te obtaim credi t for lier statement through undue

weight nttaiced te the facts on wiich it is hased, tlhe sole
desiro nf the writer is te induce a more careuliquiry inito

wint scliaol nie, anild a more cnniest cons ieratiori of what
they sioul le. Stil, Such fats as she maiy adduce--nt
being selectedl to serveai purpose,btclonfrmheg eal

number s mnost charactristi c and ex prenive, anil i eg ali
inatter, nlot of hearsay 5 but of personal knowledge-deserve
that degree cf conscieintioii wlich should lie accorled te
every coitriblition, loever, to the cause of truth. I ni ny
assist tle b)etter udrstnding f (lie sublject, if Ia take a
particular classt of schools, ii orler to indlicate the traces of

old crrots still to be fouînd inl them it andi pelials tlos in
vlicih it i ill ba Irost easy-to dieiostrite ci r position are hie

religious.
But beforo going fithllier, an atteipt mist .le made to

giard, if possible against misconstnrcti. t is the primary
niticle cf tle rter's faitli, that howcever gifteil or aniable

al instructress miay le, walîctever lier nalive powers or ac-
j uliretd ccomplishmensshe is unfittd for the chairgeof,
i ntioiil and imir tal beings uInles lier licart, niindi, ani
conscience lec uler the illmnence of religion. 1in sleakig,
tien, of ' religious sclocls,' it mnust lie borne in mi that it

lq te sîtha s have tnkcen to ilieiscves flic name, not sucli as
wa slhoulal ble lispoeril t giva i t to, linat referenîce is aiways

mande. ilhose are soiietulnes fathilier charncteised as avan-
galical.' iNow, im% (li, uise of thlis wvoril, ve are infîliuencei

ny a desire of, idilicalmig ta those who are convesant
witht ine li clas of sclools referrel ta, ind il is eipiloyed
vitl as little of lu iin villinis menning As tli terms prepa-

ratory' or f tinish in ol b, il thie snted our pur ,ose.
iowever design(ael, perips the gramt i ota of (tie se iools

SqeStion ci st1SL in ths, iait religion, whicit they are un-
ioubtedly riglit in niaking their first iject, is ne foimallv and

iuattractively .presented, so retsy obtiriedl al 'Lim1es
anid seasosis, nid sa coinected with.iin cmit discoifort, thalt
iiless'a nstroing iiterest has beci aiready -,inaio for it inI tue

more geumli itiiospîiiero of lnIouw, thebt result we cai honP
for s-hitferencsand it w i ch w shall aiost conimonl v
fmnd- dislike. Vor it wrili lat bie assrted, liat 't brin: il r&d
hlildreli ii f i ni walk-whr f re.ll* desiirms tai

Improve they ara just beginhingto arrange iho te makethe
best of their tme-and summonicîg; tem al arouid: yeu, la
rend six conse*utive chapters from the Bile-tophecy, his
tory, ginealogy, or doctrine, just as it may happen-are the
means blst calculated te give c love for lie Sciptures. Or
that, fte1 polongig lessons fer an hour and a-half befora
breakfSt, to keep iheam k ncelitng a quarter of an heur di

More on a cold inerning whilst you are poutîng forth prnyers
whicl, lowcver true of your individual soul, arc without
rneaniig te youthful' learers, is tlic Most hopeful way f
cainieg thir hearts to God. Andyet these are the establishied
usargcs of rAligious soiools. One verse from tle Bible, ctae

sen with refeienea tu tinie and place--one heartfelt aspla-
tion, poured into the car of a child whose icaitas tuned tc
receive it-wouiil do as much gond as these welil-mniit but
ili-jiudged attempts d larm. or a they the only customs
tlnt appecar injudicious. The habit of lcarning fron the
Bible Ia mia lesson, of being hurried to chureh twice le lieant
of the sumner day, ;nid reprovcd for the conseguent bodily

wvearinesas if it were a moral crime ; lte dulness and
gloom Of Sindays, te formai peachmets mndo on the
sighhtest occasionstil tue îînfortunate practice of meetimg

childîren at cvery tun' vith no lighter argument than the Day
of .fiugmient-al tiese ara mistakeos more geieralty made
and more serions lin thîcir conseqtiicesa, than any who are

tn:qiniîtiel witlh tie subject practicauiy can wcll inagie.
So little knowledg cf elic chidM's natures soetnitimes nhowc,
tiat in ' Essay on Faith lias been reuired as a vacatioi

lesson froin a whoe school, inclding at meist tio. littie girls
tider eleven. NoI, if this hid beenl impose l on1ly cn the
ad vaiceil pupils, by whon thesutlject wvas uiderstood ind
fait, and itle yoInýer cles suilhred to write on seme othler
subsc ) wthi thei r com prhenision, nu fnit couhl have bee

i . But in ie unitfortintet little beiigs suddenly stop-
pgm te ma ids of sonegame to whici they have given

themi nwhole lieart, aid vaily striviiig te recollect smae text,
or fragment of a taxi, tlhat inay staiid in place of origimal
illas, uai ilIl a ieteont linge in lic thene hock . ImugiIne

fic utteir lislile .tly vitl fecel to such subjects for year's o
coine. Teacliers seltiom fail toa se this ilikilie, but fer thel

niot part attribute it te natural perv.iston and iniate depra-
vity. God knowms, there is enCugh of both in every licart,
lowever coiiaratively innocent; but tle question as-ds
the riglht minus taken for removiîig il ? Ani to.some oa et i

the farther question aises-May not .tlic itikes of the
teacher hilp to confirin tue wrong feelings ct thte child ï
Again : ia iany schoois deceit is etfectually taiight by thua

systein of espioniage mnaimaiied over letters. If chldren are
toli te say just waliat tlîy like, but niov i the same time
that every vord they dle say vitl be overlooked,_ they il

either consciously or iiconscioiisly, bc hypoeritcs in le writ-
ing. They cannot fail to Say whafit is likely te giac pla-
sure er gaim favour; and go g in time a step faîther, whtlen
comuiiniciiotins of a contrary nature have to ba made,n pice
of paper will bc slily slipped in after supervision of the oin-
giial letter.

And yet, Inder tlise influencis are brouglht up every ycar
s large number cf childrei, whose parents, thinking thy
have secured fir thein tlie inestimable benrfit et' a sound reli-
gjois edulîcatioe, vainly hope te sec Springing up in¯ tieir
learts halt good seei which, for wanvt et dtue preparation of
tie sdil, lias never taken root. Happy is it if they do noet
ind in its place indilffrence, callousness, deceit. Now it

seeins impossible thlat intelligent parents, and hunest but mis-
taken teaciers, should meditate on these eils hviiiioiî feling
fhat they must lc removed, nt vhatever cost or iori.

It is te such 1 address myself in tlic following at-
tempt to determiae io îcmîany of the crrors that betoa tn
oir present school systen arc essentially intertoven wvith it,

ini ow many cnly make part of il by accidental associa-
tin ; ii short, Io sel lhe positive hi the light of lic possible.
Ini coing this, %ve require onc priciple iven : namely,

that scholis are n substituite and it bet a pet oitne, for leiC
training, wvhich, wiein attainlable vîti few% or anne of Ile
incolivenieices comiionly attached to it, we hold to be fte
perfct made of education, tile normal state appointed Iy
Gol ; ant i tee fer.-, we inn nut change without anid
sellenriî t reasous.
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