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ORIGINAL CONTRIBUTIONS,
111E CRIMSON FOUNTAIN.

Of late years, the bonovolonce of private indi-
viduals and tie thoiughtfilness of civic rdera, havo
provided in ail the principal citiea of the continent,
fonitains whera man and beast can allay their
thirst frue of chargo. Tie founitains arc a great
boo ta the ieatod pedestrian as wall as to teic
jaded animal, and afford an evidence of the onward
narch of hunanty. Away back in the ages that
are past, the lovo and thoughtfulnoss of tho Creator
and Riuer of the Union, moved Him tu open, in
tihe land of David, a fountain for sin and for un.
cluanness. Since thlat fountain was. oponed many
millions of earth's inhabitants have availed thune-
selves of tie boun uflrred tiemr, havo laved in the
crimison flood, and becono clensr8ed fron ail un-
cleanness, from ail unrigitousness. But notwith-
standing tins part, tho founitain bas not beconmo in
the least dugroo defiled, neither lias it lost any of
its cleansing power. It is as true to.day.as it was
the day it wasr written, that " Ti blood of Jeans
Christ, Bis Soi, cleanseth us fron ail imnrighteous-
nes." It is atill true that, " Sintrera plunged be-
neath that flood, lose ail thoir guilty stains." It
is still truo thàt the inestimable benefits of this
wonderful fountain are offered froely and without
price to ail who chooso to avail thenselves of its
cleansing powor. " Tie Spirit and th bride say,
Coma ; and lot im tiat heareth say, Come ; and
lut himn that is athirt cone ; and wcho3oerer will,
lot 1im con" and partako froly of the benefits
procured by tlie Saviour's surfferirngs, death, and
resurrection.

" WuosovER wiLL!" Tharrk God for those
precious words, yon whio ara in doubet as ta whether
Vie love of God would con»descond ta reach.away
down to the doptis of dagrodation, ta which you
may hava fallon, and from which you foar thore is
no escape ! " Whosoever will " inclides you in its
offers of inercy, just as mruchn as it includes your
more polished but not loss sinful nieighbor, wio
has not yot closed with tiho offers of mercy.
" Whosoever will " inclides teia pour aiivering_
outeast as wel as the richly-clai and well-fed sin-
ner who appoars to tako no thonght for the morrow.
Christians, and especially Christian ministers, can-
not dwelt too strongly on tis glorious featuro of
tihe relig.oa of Jesus Christ. No barrier of
" clection ' or selection bars thà way to the crinaci
fountain. All you requira is to l fel you need of
Him." Lot not tie frontiess with which it is of-
fered debar you, an th other hand, froin coming.
Sanie are inclined to think lightly of that which
costs themr nothing, and ta look with indifference,
if not contempt, upon a free salvation. But tha
day will cone wyhui such would willingly part with
the wealth of nuo Indies for cne drop fron that
cleansinrg foumairîr, bat will thon fild, whean too
late. that it is only " whosoever wili " accept the
offered boon whlo the day of probation lasts that
will be presoited spotless before the thronae of tha
heavenly graco. Christians, yeu hava ben washed
in the cleansing fountain and freed from tho im-
prities of tie world, rejoico and giva thar.ks ta
the Author of your salvation, for Hia great love
and kindness toward you, in that while you were
yet sinners, Christ died for you ; and remember
that if you should, in an ungtuarded momrent, du
thoso things that you shotild iot do, you have an
advocate with the Father-Jesus Christ the right-
eous-who is the propitation for your ains, and not
for yors only, but for the oins of the whole world,
and that if yon confess your faulta to Rim He il
faithful and just ta forgive, and Bis blood is efli-
cacious ta cleanu. yoti fron al unrighteouims.
And now, brethron, let me say unto you, in the
language ofthoApostle: Rejoice evermore ; pray

witlouît cesiiig ; in averything givo thanike ; and
nay tie Cod of peaco sanctify your wholly, and
preserve you blainomss mto His coming.

W. il. ..
Montreal, June, 1884.

A CHANGE OF IIEART.

As we road the Book of God, on almnt ovory
page we find the heat spoken of, and we foulsatis-
fied tiat any service for God, ta be accepted by
Rim, imust have to do witi the huart. Tho prophet
Joremiah says: " The heart la deceitful above all
things, and desperatoly wicked; wlho can know it."
Solomon says: "Kep thry huart witi all diligence,
for out of it are the issue8 of lifo." Paul said as he
addressod the church at Rino: " Witli thoeoart
man believeth unto rigiteouisnoss aid with tie
mrourth confession is made nnto salvatioi." In
answer ta the question of the annurc, " What
doth hinder rie to be baptized ?" Philip said : " if
thou believest with all thy heart thoiu rayest."
Jensu said as He taught tie peop!e with heavenly
wisdon: " Ont of tho abundance of the heart the
inouth apeaketh;" and again, I Where your treasurre
is there will your heart bu also ; " and yet again
the Saviour says: "For out of tieieartprocoed evil
thoughts, inu ders, adilteries, fornications, thofts,
false witness, blaspiemies." Onr, kindi Fathor on
higih once said to Hie people, by Moses " O that
tire ere such a heait in then tirat they would
fear Me and keep al1 My coininandients always
tirat it might be well with thoi and with thoir
ciildren forever." In the drean of Nobuchadnozar
which Daniel was called in ta intorpnret, we fßnd
thia language: " Lot his lreart be changed fromt
man'a and let a beast's heart bet given him." I
have not fouînd in my study of tire word of God
but tins one passate, tie last quoted, that ias any
resariblance to the expression at tie iead of this
article, anid yet you will scarcely talk witi 'your
religious noighbor half ait hour about people be-
coming Christians withont hearing it rer than
once. Why is this ?. We know tiat Peter of old
said: " If any man speak lot himr speak as tire
oraclesof od,' antd Puil told the Corinthians to
ail speak tho s une thing, and when we forgot this
rule wo bring confusion. 'I know those things are
se. I was brouîglt up among the sects and heard
this expression very often, and I doubt not but
that I had th idea in my mind tirat was ment by
thera when tiey used it.

When I came ta Milton, Queens Co., N. S., the
first place I met with the Disciples, ona of the first
things I heard of then was theat they did net be-
liove in any change of heart. I asked the question
a great many tirmes in talking with individu-d Dis-
cip es, and invariably tho answer canno yes, and 1
becamre satistied thoy did. But never a word of
explanation did I got as to what they understuod
by a chango of leart. Finially I becai very nuchi
interested in the matter of my own salvation. I
had alwa.s beun tiught that I wasarsiinner. I now
was convincei that God was ready te pardon sin-
ners. I had beau trying to satisfy mryself with
worldly ploasuires, but I had found nothing in thim
te give truc happiness. I lost my relish for them
and aire by one I gave th-m up. God filled my
mind. Jess appeared the one alt.gether lovely,
and the reading of God's Word and praying ta Hin
was my delight. I loved ta go among the children
of G9d and huar thom tell of their happiness in the
service of God. I went further than this. I re-
solved solomnly,. earnesdy, and withnut reserve,
that I would serve God the irest of my life, and my
daily, hourly prayer was, " Lord, direct me in the
right way." I did not pray fer God to pardonme.
I had learnied where Hias promise of remission of
sins wa recorded. Why thr'n, you will ak, did
you Eut obey the Gospel and look to God for par-
don After boing in this state of mind two or

tihrce weaks, I met Bro. Join McDonald, who was
at tihat titra preaching for the citurch at Milton,
and i asked rie if I was a Christiane. I told him
I was not but that I wotild like te be. Weil, said
ie, God wants you to be a Christian and if you
want ta bu ane, what is ta hinder you. I raid I
have net had a change of heart and it would not
be riglit for me ta b baptized without having a
change of huart.

Now you sec I did not know what a change of
heart was. I did net know that wlen your censed
ta love evil and lenrned ta love God your heart was
changed. I canrnot tell just what I was expecting,
but I was looking for something mysterious, intan-
gible, indescribable-ia myth-and there are thou-
sands to-day who, I believe, are julst as hionest as I
was, that are laboring under the sirae difficulty.
I have immersed a mniber who have told ina tiat
they hiad been in tiat condition for ycars. This is
one of the devices of tie duvil which ie uscs when
lie is translformed linto an angel of light. Any
teaching theat keeps peeple -ir love God fron
obeying Hm is a device of the wicked arme, no
matter fromn whiat source it cemes Let us be cure-
fui in our teaching tiat wa speak as tie oracles g
God. When we have anything ta speak which we
cannot clothe in Bible language, examine it Weil
before you present it. May the good Lord enable
ts ta remonve error from the minds of the people by
preaching the IVord.

- J. A. GATES.
LeTete, St. George, N. B., Junre 20ti, 1881.

UNION.

ln wvriting ta Timiothy Paul says, " harge them
before the Lord, tiat they strive net about words ta
no profit, but te the subvertiig of the iearers." A
great deal of the ncergy of the Protestunt ciurches
is wasted lin tie discussion of questions which are
by ;no means vital ta tire spiritiual interests of tie
hearers, but which tend to keep Protestautisn
divided into many sects. Were thant energy turned
into its proper channel, tie g.)od work niglt possi-
bly go on as well, as under a union of sects. As it
is, tie barrier is kept ni hy a per.istent urging of
opinions on varions subjects, whîich, in a large
imajority of cases, ire nor.-ssent ial. But even if
this element of discord did tint exist, is a union of
thc many sects or even a paît of theni feasible?
Yea, is it possible?

Muci lias been written oit the s>ubject; and
and, while reading, one is ainoît persuaded that it
is not only the impurative duty of ail sects to unite,
but the one duty which la the iost easily done.
Platforms of common belief on whici ail might
agree are presented. Unfortunately, lowever, each
scheme bears a strong taint of the writer's particular
creed. The gist of all serns to be: Lelieve as we
believe, anid beliold the cons'umnation of yourwislh.
This is ai case, iowever, in which the large fish can
net swallow the smaller, as the latter might prove
troublesome; neither can the siall fish swallow the .
larger, without losing their identity. Just here is
the trouble. All cry for union but none wish ta
lose their identity. As a certain writer has said,

Religions union is like thre union of the boa-con-
strictor and the geat. After it is consmiunmated
therù is no goat-it is ail bo-caoistrictor." Natur-
ally ail wish ta be boa-contrictorq, but whowill be
tie goats. Will any sect renounce its opinions on
even unimportant points for tihe sauke of union? I
thik mt. " A man's olinions are often dearer to
him than iis arguments." You îmay overthrow the
latter, yet will he hold firmly to the former. Until
you can change this principle of human nature,
union is scarcely possible. It will be botter ta save
the energy employed in preaching union and in
striving about words, aud apply It ta the teaching
of the Gospel and the converting of sinners. Leav-
ing nica questions of doctrine, let us turn ouratten-
tion to the preaching of Christ sud Him crucifed."

lux.

It is not enough that wu awallow truth, we
must feed on it.


