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ORIGINAL  CONTRIBUTIONS.

I'IE CRIMSON FOUNTAIN,

Of late years, the honovolence of private indi-
viduals and the thoughtfulness of civic rulers, have
provided in all the principal cities of tho continent,
fountains whore man and beast can allay their
thirat froe of chargo. The fountains are a great
boon to the heated podestrian as well as to the
joded animal, and afford an evidence of the onward
march of humamty, Away back in the ages that
are past, the love and thoughtfulness of the Creator
and Rauler of the Union, moved Him to open, in
tho land of David, & fountain for sin and for un-
cloanness.  Since that fountain was_opened many
millions of earth's inhabitants have availed them-
solves of the boun uffered them, havo Javed in the
crimson {lood, and becomo cleansed from all wn-
cleanness, from all unrightoousness. RBut notwith-
standing this part, the fountain has not become in
tho least dogreo defiled, neither has it lost any of
its cleansing power. It is as true to-day.as it was
tho day it was written, that ¢ The blood of Jesus
Christ, Bis Son, cleanseth us from all uarighteous-
ness.” It is still true that, ¢ Sinaera plunged be-
neath that flood, lose all their guilty staivs.” It
is still truo that the incstimable benefits of this
wonderful fountain are offered froely and without
price to all who chooso to avail themngelves of its
cleansing powor. ‘‘ Tho Spirit and tho bride suy,
Come ; and let him that lieavoth say, Come ; and
luc him that is athirst come ; and whosoerer 1will,
lot him come " and partake freely of the benefits
procured Ly the Saviomr’s sufterings, death, and
resurrection.

f Wiosorver witL!” Thauk God for those
precions words, you who are in doubt as to whether
the love of God would condescend to reach away
down to the dopths of degredation, to which you
may have fallon, and from which you fear there is
no escape ! ““ Whosoever will ” includes youin its
offers of nercy, just as much as it includes your
more polished but not loss sinful neighbor, who
has not yot closed with the offers of mercy.
* Whosoever will” includes the pour shivering
outeast as well ag the richly-clad and well-fed sin-
ner who appears to take no thonght for the morrow.
Chiristians, and especially Christian :inisters, can-
not dwell too strongly on this slorious featuro of
the relig.on of Jesus Christ. No barrior of
¢ election’ or selection bars ths way to the crimsen
fountain.  All yon require is to ¢ foel yuu need of
Him.” Lot not the freeness with which it is of-
fered debar you, on tho other hand, from coming.
Somo are inclined to think lightly of that which
costs thum nothing, and to look with indifference,
if not contempt, upon u free salvation. But the
day wiil como when such would willingly part with
the wealth of who Indies for one drop from that
cleansing fountata, bus witl then find, whon too
late. that it is ouly ** whosoever will” accept the
offerod boon while thy day of probation Jasts that
will be presented spotless before ths throne of the
heavenly grace. Christians, you have buen washed
in the cleansing fountsin and freed from tho im-
puiities of the world, rejoico and give thanks to
tho Author of your salvation, for His great love
and kindness toward you, in thut while you were
yot sinners, Christ died for you; and remember
that if you should, in an unguarded momeont, do
thoso things that you should not do, you have an
advocate with the Father~—Jesus Christ tho right-
eous—who is the propitation for your sins, and not
for yours only, but for the sins of the whole world,
and that if you confers your faulis to Aim He is
faithful and just to forgive, and His blood is effi-
cacious to cleanse you from all unnghtooumeu
And now, brethren, lst me say unto you, in the
language of the Apostle : Rejoice evermorv ; pray
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without ceasing ; in everything give thanks ; and
may the God of peace sanctify you wholly, and
preserve you blamoless unto His coming.

W, H. B
Montrex), June, 1834,

A CHANGE QF IEART,

As wo read the Book of Cod, on almost every
paze we find the heart spoken of, and we feol satis-
fied that any servico for God, to be accopted by
Him, must have to do with tho heart. Tho prophet
Joremiah aays: ¢ Tho heart Is decoitful above all
things, nnd desperately wicked; who can know it.”
Sulomon says: ‘¢ Keep thy heart with all diligenco,
for out of it ure the issues of life.” Paul said as he
addressed the church at Romo: ¢ With the hieart
man bolieveth unto righteousness and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” In
answer to the question of the eununch, ¢ What
doth hinder me to be baptized 7 Philip said: © If
thou believest with all thy heart thou mayest.”
Jesus said as He taught the peop'e with heaveénly
wisdomn: ¢ Out of the abundance of the heart the
mouth speaketh;” and again, ¢* Where your treasure
is thero will your heart bo also;” and yet aguin
the Savioursays: ‘‘Forout of theheart proceed evil
thoughts, muiders, adulteries, fornications, thofts,
false witness, blasphemies.” Our, kind Fathor on
high once said to His people, by Bloses: ¢ O that
there were such a heart in them that they would
fear o and keep all My commandmunts always
that it might be well with them and with their
children forever.” In thedream of Nebuchadnezzar
which Daniel was called in to intorpret, we find
this language: ¢ Let his heart bo changed from
man's and let a beast's heart Lo given him.” 1
bave not found in my study of the word of God
but this one passaze, the last quoted, that has any
resamblance to the expression at the head of this
articlo, and yet you will scarcely talk with Yyour
religious neighbor half au hour about people be-
coming Christians withont hearing it moro than
once. Why is this?7 We know that Peter of old
said: ““If any man speak let him speak as the
oracles of Gud,” and Panl told the Corinthians to
all speak the samoe thing, and when we forget this
rule we bring confusion. "I know these things are
so. I was brought up among the sects and heard
this cxpression very often, and I doubt not but
that I bad the idea in my mind that was meant by
them when they used it.

When 1 came to Milton, Queens Co., N. 8., the
first place I met with the Disciples, ono of the first
things I heard of them was that they did not be-
lieve in any change of heart. I asked the question
a great many times in talking with individusl Dis-
cip'es, and invariably tho answer came yes, and 1
becamo satistied they did. Bub never a word of
explanation did Igot as to what they understuod
by a change uf heart. Finally I became very much
interested in the matter of my own salvation. I
had always been taught that I wasasiuner, Inow
was convinced that God was ready to pardon sin-
ners. 1 had been trying to satisfy myself with
worldly pleasures, but [ had found nothingin them
t0 give true happiness. Llost my relish for them
and one by one I gave them up. God filled mny
mind. Jesus appeared the one alt-gether lovely,
and tho reading of God's Word and praying to Hin
was my delight. I loved to go among the children
of God and hear thom tell of their happinessin the
sorvice of God. Iwent further than this. I re-
solved svlomnly,, earnestly, and without reserve,
that I would serve God the rest of my life, and my
daily, hourly prayer was, ‘¢ Lord, direct me in the
right wag.,” I did not pray for God to pardon me.
{ had learned where His promue of remission of
sins was recorded. Why then, you will ask, did
you nut obey the Gospel and look to God for par-
don? After being in this state of mind two or

throe weoks, I met Bro. Juhn McDonald, who was
at that time preaching for the church at Milton,
and he asked me if I was & Christian, I told him
I was not but that [ would like to be, Woell, said
he, God wants you to be a Christian and if you
want to bo one, what is to hinder you, Leaid I
have not had a change of heart and it would not
bo right for me to be baptized without having o
change of heart.

Now you see I did not know what & change of
heart was. I did not know that when you ceased
to love evil and tearned to love God your heart wag
changed. I caunot tell just what I was expecting,
but [ was looking for something mysterious, intan-
gible, indescribable—a myth—and there are thou-
sands to-day who, T believe, ave just as honest as I
was, that are laboring under the same difliculty.
I have immersed a number who have told me that
they bad been in that condition for years. This is
ono of the devices of the devil which he uses when
he is transformed into an angel of light, Any
teaching that kecps people who love (lod from
obeying Iim is a devico of the wicked one, no
matter from what source it comes Let us be care-
ful in our teaching that we speak as the oracles of
God. When we have anything to speak which we
cannot clothe in Bible language, examine it well
before you present it.  May the good Lord enable
us to remove error from the minds of the people by
preaching the Word. !

C J. A. GATES.
LeTote, St. George, N. B., June 20th, 1884,
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UNION.

In writing to Timothy Paul says, * Charge them
before the Lord, that they strive not about words to
no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers.” A
great deal of the energy of the Protestant churches
is wasted In the discussion of questions which are
by no means vital to the spiritual interests of the
heavers, but which dend to keen Protestantisin
divided into mauy scets.  Were that coergy turned
into its proper channel, the good work might possi-
bly go on as well, as under a union of sects. As it
is, the barrier is kept up by a persistent urging of
opinions on various subjects, which, in a large
majority of cases, are non-essential. But even if
this element of discord did not exist, is & union of
the many sccts or even & part of them feasible?
Yea, is it possible?

Much has been written on the subject; and
and, while reading, one is almost persuaded that it
is not only the imperative duty of all sects to unite,
but the one duty which is the most casily done.
Platforms of common belief on which all might
agree are presented.  Unfortunately, however, e ach
scheme bears astrong taint of the writer's particular
creed. The gist of all secns to be: RBelieve as we
belicve, and behold the consumimation of your wish.
This is » case, however, 1n which thelarge fish can
not swallow the smaller, as the Jatter might prove
troublesome; neither can the small fish swallow the -
Jarger, without losing their identity. Just here is
the trouble. All cry for union but none wish to
lose their identity. Asa certrin writer has said,
* Religious union is like the union of the boa-con-
strictor and the goat, After it is consummated
therd is no gont—it is all boa.constrictor.” Natur-
ally all wish to be boa-constrictors, but whowill be
the gonts. Will any scet renounce its opinions on
even unimportant points for the sake of union? I
think not.  “‘ A man’s opininns arc often dearer to
him than his arguments.”  You may overthrow the
latter, yet will he bold firmly to the former. Uatil
you can change this principle of human nature,
union is scarcely possible. It will be better to save
the energy employed in preaching union and in
striving about words, and apply it to the teaching
of the Gospel and the converting of sinners. Leav-
ing nice questions of doctriue, let us turn ouratten-
tionto the preachin" of ** Clrist and Him crucified.”

Rix.

It is not enongh that we awallow truth, we

must feed on it,



