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THE NEW YE AB.

THE oid year bas said IlGood-bye," and bis successor, wvith beaming
countenance, greets us. Time's current, with ceaseless motion, flows ever
onward, and the years corne and go wîth sucli rapidity, that they are gone,
and we scarcely realize the fact that they have passedl away forever. It
seems appropriate at such a season te look back upon the past, and while
learning thelIfssons wbich experience brings, glance with hopefulness into
the future. Doubtless, te many, the year just closed bas been laden with
rich and abundant blessings, the rugged path of life lias, for them, been
smoothed with mnany comforts and joys and their cup of mercy bas been
filled to overflowing. Others, there may bie, who, have experienccd trials
and sorrows, difficulties have opposcd their onward progrcss, affliction's
dark shadow lias crosscd their threshold and Iife's outIook, for thrn, lias
appcared shroudcd in glooni. But te ai?, the bountiful Giver loi every
Good has been vcry kind and gracious, fur even the losses and crosses
of life ire, to diose who appropriate the lessons which they teach, blessings
in disguise.

In taking a retrospect of the past year, how rnany bave te, mourn over
promises of amendment brolcen, good resolutions net carricd eut, and acts
of kindness and love pasEed ovcr and unacconiplished. The character,
which would have become stronger by the faithful discharge of dail3' tasks,
the conscientious performance cf difficuit duties and the stern refusai te
listen te the tenmpter's voice lias, instead, bccn wcecnd hy wilfuil ncgflect
of those duiffes and a pliant yielding te the aflurernents of sin. Wlhcre duty
clearly points out the way, wc should always cbeerfülly and resolutely foi-
iow, and whien temptations assail uu we oughit te, nianifully and praycrftilly
resist theni, knowing, that in thus acting our real saféty lies, and in this
way oniy can a strong, vigoreus, hieaithy character be built tup, devcluped
and cstablishcd.

And now the new year is here. To thc numerous readers of the
JOURNAL wc gladly cxtend the tirne-lioi-ored greeting, and sinccrcly trust,
that in the truc sense cf thc terni, it may bc te cach of theni, indeed IlA

Ifapy NŽ i~?r."Let us wiidî brave licarts entcr uipon i s duties, . nd

with a firin deterinination îu perfonni those duties ariglit. As we cross its
t1ireslioid wc know not what joys and sorrovs, whza troubles, canes and
disappointnients nîay faîl to our lot, cre this ycan like uts predecessons takcs
its departune fr-n us. ltitwh:itcvcr of good or ilI ilie corning d.iyb nay


