OUR TURNNOW

“Our time is coming. People are every-
where enquiring about British Columbia.
<Capital will embark more freely in enter-
prises belonging to this province than they
will in the prairie provinces."”

These few sentences sum up the general
conclusion arrived at by A. N. Wolverton
Jr., who has returned ‘from a business trip
to the prairie provinces, during~which he
visited Medicine Hat, Moose Jaw, Regina,
Brandon and. Winnipeg. *“Nowhere,” said
said Mr. Wolverton, ‘“have I heard less
complaint about hard times than in this
city of Nelson. There is a general depres-
sion on the prairie from which that coun-
try has not as yet recovered though times
are alieady better than they were’in the
winter. During the last few weeks a big
real estate firm went down and also a mill-
ing company. The trouble has been over
speculation. With six good crops behind
them and the recollection of the crop of
1900 faded away the farmers, 'cverybody,
gave hostages to fortune in a way that is
just now cramping them badly. Farmers
instead of paying their debts p}urchased
more land. They would buy $10,000 worth
of land with $1000 and expect the crop to
pay for it all. Then came a bad crop and
with it came the financial crisis. The
banks grew conservative and in couse-
quence the holdings had to be surrenderad
or where they have been held it has taken
every bit of ready money to do so. Hence
collections are worse now than for a very
iong time past.

“This, however, is not at all likely to last.
All that has been stopped is speculation.
That may be, after all, a goodithing for
the country. But, in the meantime, it has
tightened up things wonderfully. People
now are talking hundreds where they were
talking thousands a year ago. But with
a good crop all again will go swimmingly
and a goed lesson will have been taught
to those who have brains to learn. ™here
has been no .cessation of the .ncoming
of settlers. Every day there passes North
Portal 20 cais of settlers’ effects, all bound
for Alberta. Every man of them wiil want
land and herein is the salvation «f the
situation. 1t will take only a little time
for 'a country with resources possessed
by the pralie ‘to recover from <che litile
flier that its people took last year. There
is money to be made in the prairie, big
money. It has been made and it will be
made. But, Oh! it's a cold country. It
was ten degrees below zero the day I Jeft
Brandon. What a blessing to get back
to the little city by the lake,

“And that's what the rest are saying.
The old timers, those who have been farm-
ing for a period of years -and have made
money, all are talking British Columbia.
They want to sell out and come here. There
is money to be made in the pralr ie, as 1
have said, but it comes hard. But you need
not expect to see a big influx until later
on. The would be settlers must first sell
their land before they can migrate west,
That means they will have fo wa’t for the
<crop. ¥

«But you must not think,” continued
Mr. Wolverton, vivaciously, “that there is
no real estage business heing done just new
in xoarnay fruit lande, A ecompany ln
~svhich I am interested, floated, chiefly by
means of eastern capital, the Kootenay-
Slocan Fruit Lands company, which has
a tract of about 1000 acres on Slocan river,
just south of Koch's siding. Of that we
have sold since the beginning of the year,
a none too favorable time, seventezn lots,
the lots a\(ragins about ten acres each
Afach purchazer :s a bona fide sel.ler.

vgut 1 did not go east for the purpose
of selling fruit lands. Mine was 2 differ-
ent mission and I was successful enough,
"considering the conditions. I knew that
this' count:y and its pos sibilities were fa-
vorably considered. Reeently "was formed
in Nelson the Sunset Lumber company
whieh has timber limits on Vancouver is-
land. This was floated for $200,020. The
majority of, the stock is held in the city,
in fact three Nelson people having control.
These are J. Laing Stogks, W. Waldie and
ourselves. We have sold $115,000 worth of
the stock in two weeks, some here, some
in the cities I have named as vi: iting. The
bulk of the money has been subscr. ‘bed here
but quite a lot was sold in "the prairie.
The prairie people, indeed, bought liberally,
and would have bought mo.e freely if there
had been le¢s financial siress.

“Oh, yes,™ concluded the hustling young
broker, “I have no fear as to the future
of the Kootenay. It is the coming place.
1t is the Mecca te which all eyes are turned.
fWe have our good time coming and mark
you, it will. nut be \ery long delayed.”

PRAISE FOR MR. B'ROCK

VALUED

BURRELL SENDS
CONTRIBUTION

MARTIN

JOINS ISSUE - WITH -SECRETARY ON

SOME POINTS
Martin Burrell of Grand Forks sends The
Daly News a welcome contribution on
fruit growing in Kootenay and in repro-

ducing Mr. - Burrell's letter, ~attention is
again called to the.fact that correspondence

on fruit culture and all that appeitains to

the industry is cordially invited by The
Daily News and special attention is di-
rected to the announcement published, yes-
terday that answers to correspondents,
kindly supplied by Roy C. Brock, secie-

tary of the Kootenay F.uit Growers’ asso-
ciation will be a feature of the Sunday is-
sue of this paper, wherein replies will be
given to all queries sent in on friit grow-
ing. Mr. Burrell's letter is dated at Grand
Forks, Ap.il 1 and reads as follows:

My attention has been directed to an' in-

terview with R. C. Brock, published in
your yesterday's issue,.the main subjeet
of which was the guestion of varieties of
apples which are desirable to plant from
a commercial point of view. i
The di.ectors of the Kootenay Fiuit Grow
ers’ association are to be congratulated on
having secured the services of so practi-
cal and energetic a man as Mr. Brock and
1 do not doubt that 'his engagement will
re in much good to the members of the
a cilation. I trust you will, however,
permit me space to comment on one or two

points raised by him. In an experienee of
horticulture now extending over 25 years I
do not know of a more debatable subject
than this very question of varieties. The

| sample,

maodt  practical growers are continually.
changing their minds, partly because the
taste of the various markets change and
partly because the behavior of certain
varieties“is so differént in ohe locality as
compared with another. In this connection
Mr. Brock showed both discretion and
wisdom in his address of last Saturday
week, in saying he would prefer not to
pronounce on suitable varieties for the
Kootenays until he had seen how certain
kinds of fruit behaved under Kootenay cli-
matic and soil cenditions.

I have not time to go into all the ques-
tions raised by M. Brock in this interview
though I might say in passing that, while
his warning as to overplanting fall varie-
ties is well timed, yet one has to remember
that there is a season 0f some two months
when the great markets of the northwest
will always demand an apple fit to use,
and when our long keeping varieties are
certainly not at their- best. This want
can be well filled by Wealthy, Gravenstein
and Mackintosh Red, all excellent sorts,
and though it may be true that we cannot
ship such kinds as far as England it is un-
doubtedly true that we can ship them in
excellent condition to the prairies. I would
also add that I would prefer not to pollea-
ize with Ben Davis inasmuch as, though
I know that old variety has been over-
abused, yet it has such an unmistakably
bad name that I do not think it would be
wise for a man to go heavily into it when
he might pollenize with something better.

It is, however, with Mr. Brock’s rémarks
anent the Wagener and Jonathan jthat I
wish to deal for a moment. Of thé¢ eight
varieties which he mentions he places these
two as the least desirable. He says they
are not up to the standard for keeping and
“make poor stocks for gtafting, being slow
growers.”’

First, as to their keepifif qualities, I am
sending you by this mail a specimen of
Wagener grown here which is sufficient
answer as to its keeping qualities, this
specimen with hundreds more having been
stored in the cellar in the ordinary way.
(Kindly keep your teeth out of it, Mr, Edi-
tor, until Mr. Brock has seen it) The
Wagener originated in New York state
over 70 years ago and has not only proved
fiself in the matter of flavor, but is in
high rega:@ beth for its productiveness,
early bea:ing habits and excellent keeping
quality, and will outlast thé Spy which is
not"as a rule a good keeper in British Col-
umbia. I think it would also outkeep the
Rome Beauty, which, while excelleat as
to tree, and a fine shaped and good Ke#p-
ing apple, is occasionally deficient in color
and cannot be compared for a moment to
the Wagener in quality

As to the Jonathan it is one of our most
highly flavo:ed apples, beautiful in appear-
ance and an early and heavy bearer, keep-
ing fairly well through the winter and
being eatable over a longer seasor than,
for instance, Spy. On all grounds the
Wagener and Jonathan should I think be,
&‘f!k,ed commercially before, not after,
Rome Beauty, Spy and Red Creeked Pip-

. pin.

Wagener and Jonathan, Mr. Brock says,
“are least desirable to plant because they
are poor stocks for grafting.” It will not
do to labor this point. There used to'be a
type of farmer in the east who preferred
a milch cow of the beef type 86 that When
her milking days were done she would
realize something decent at the butchers’,
Wise men stuck to the first class miiking

breéds believing that they made infinitely

more through the long years of milk pro-
duction than they lost By. not having a big
“beef erittur” at the close of the animal's
life. Jonathan and Wagener are too well
tested to discard them because they are
not ideal stocks for grafting other sorts
on, None of us, 1 am aware, can afford
to dogmatise on this old,- old question:
Mr, Brock’s advice and knowledge, w.ll,
I am sure, be of great value to Kcoienay
growers even now, and will be still more
‘valuable, 1 doubt not, when he gains &
fuller experience of the condtions which
govern the splendid country which he has,
happily for us, come to reside in.
(Unfertunately for M., Burrell's Wagener
referred to in the above letter,
the editor investigated it at breakfast yes-

terday, before Mr. Brock had a chance to
see it, Mr. Buirell's letter not having been
carefully read at the t'me. With apologies
to Mr. Brock and Mr. Burrell, won't the
latter kindly:- send another sp.cimen, or
better still, a box?) " 4

CIVIL SERVICE REPORI

CHARGES AGAINST DEPARTMENT
OF MARINE

HON. L. P. BRODEUR'S PROMISE OF
ENQUIRY

In conneetion with the recent report
of the royal commission’s enquiry into
the civil service, which contained seve e

reflectiong upon the department of ma-
rine and fisheries, a summary of which
has al.eady been given .n these c.lumn;,
it is only r.ght that the minister’s sti e-
ment should be given in full, eo that
the public may clearly understand the
situation.

Upon the presentation of the report,
Hon. Mr. Brodeur said: “In conneciion
with the report I desire to make d ‘brief
statement. The general tenor of the re-
port ‘will no- doubt be discussed in’ dué
course, and 1 have no wish to anti ipate
such discussion, but there is a special
feature of the report which relates to
ofticials of the departments of marine
and fisheries which calls for an immedi-
ate statement- and immed’a e action.
‘The chairman of the commission, Mr.
Courtney, does not appear to have taken
part in the enquiry concerning the de-
partment, and the report as to the de-
partment is made by the other two com-
missioners, Messrs, Fysche and Bazin.
In general but unmistakable term they
charge theofficials of the department
with dishonesty, but mention no official
by name. Neither do they make any
clear or specified charges upon which
the minister could take action. . The re-
port cites a couple of cases, apparently
intended to- support the. conclusion of
the commissioners, but both these cases
in the report convey impressions com-
pletely at variance with the facts. The
order in council appointing the com=
missioners authorizeg them to enquire
into and report up such changes as
may be deemed advisable in the best in-

terests of effi:iency in the public s rvice=

I may venture the opinion that matters

connected wlt.h ‘the mmmt -and
control of the department can scarcely

' be-said to come within the scope of the
‘commission. "I suppose it may be stated

also"that it Was hardly within the scope
of the commission, or any of the com-
missioners, to state that the increased
cost of living was the logical result of
the wasting, impoverishing and demoyal-
izing system of protection.

“The report says of my départment:
<there is not only a lack of sufficient

‘organizition and method in the depart-

ment; thére would also seem to 'be a

:lack -of comscience. In connection with

the enormous expenditures which are
deemed necessary, the word ‘discount’
never appears. It ‘is tacitly assumed
there is such a thing, but the whole
commercial world knows otherwise. If
one gets any benéfit from trade wita the
government, except the trader, then it

~must be clear that in these great pur-

chases made for the government, with-
out discount, its officers must be assist-
ing the trader to get better prices from
the government than he can get any-
where else, for everywhere else he has
to give a discount, . In other words, some
of the government’s officers are serving
two masters, and apparently succeeding
;with both, the Scripture notwithstand-
ng.

“The two commissioners assume g Mr
Brodeur went on, ‘‘that an illegal com-
mission was received, and enhanced
prices paid dlshonestly The commis-
sioners  in support-of ‘théir 'statement
proceeded to furnish the following de-
tails: They quote an official memoran-
dum dated September 17, 1907, in regard
to the purchase of coal at Prescott, pre-
pared for the deputy minister’s coosider-
ation by the clerk in charge of that
‘work Mr. Stumbles. It reads as follows:
Mr. -Joseph  Buckley of Prescott, ‘'who
furnished scoal to this department at
$5.75 per ‘ton, states that this coal was
furnished at & considerable loss to him.
The coal was to cost him'$6.25, and he
is now willing to continue the furnish-
ing of anthracite coal at cost price,
namely $6.25 per ton. I recommend
that Mr. Buckley’s offer be aceepted,
and, as he has furnished coal at'a loss
in the past, that 5 per cent profit te al-
lowed him: for coal in the future.’

‘“An‘hracite ccal in O.law1 (os s from
7.2.9 to $7.75 per ton, and the'regular
price at Prescott is $7 per toh. The
said two commissioners saw a duplieate
of this original memorandum on file,
and apparently concluded, without fur-
ther investigation, that what had been
recommended had been approved by the
department, and state in the rep.rt that
the recommendation was agreei to. The
fact is that the.deputy minister sub-
mitted to the minister the memorandum,
with the following words written across
it: ‘This will have to be decided on the
conditions of the contract. F. G. the
last letters being his initials. T refused
to increase the price of the contract,
and wrote across the memorandum
‘carry out the contraet,” (L:beral cheers.)

“The two commiss’onets stated in the
report that the department had agreed
to pay a-larger price than the one men-
tioned in the contract. If they had
taken the trouble to look miore closely
into the matter they would have found
that positive instructions had bésn given
to ¢arry out the work of the contract as
it was. Moreover, I may add that I had
had a very careful enquiry made into
the payments since the date of this con-
tract, and the prices which have been
paid are those mentioned in the eon-
traet. (Renewed liberal cheers.)

“I.will call the attention of the house
to another samp'e of {he manner in
which the two commissioners have sup-
ported their statements. The officials
of the department here, having had
occasion to' question the price certified
by the agent at Quebec for a certain
brand of flour, wrote to that official and
asked him for an explanation of an item
before passing the account for payment.
A Jong correspondence took place be-
tween thg accountants’ branch and that
official, and the account was officially
enquired into to find out whether the
price asked was fair and§just. 'In other
words, the officials of the department
took all necessary precautions got to py
more than would be a just and :air
price. However, the two commissioners
state in the report, as an instance of
the carelessness of the officials of the
department, that this was enquired in o
at the instance of the auditor-general.
As a matter of fact, the auditor-g2neral
has not yet seen the aceount, and the
auditor general could not and d@’d not
have anything to d> with. the enqu ry, .

‘“While T am aware that some of the
officials have been open to censure for
the manner in which they have de-
spatched their bus'ness, I have never
had any evidence to, establish dishon-
sty on their part. The accusation of
the two cammissioners, while general
and ipdefinite, is of such a character as
to reflect on the integrity of the of-
ficials generally. For the protection of
the public interests, and in fairness. to
the officials, it is necessary that further
enquiry should be made into such accu-
sations, and I proposé to take, without
any further delay, the necessary steps
to that‘end.” {(Renewed' liberdl cheers.) .

Mr.”"Bordén regarded if "as a some-
‘what “extrabr@mary course’ for “4' ‘them-.
bér~of" the goveéfnment to be put up to
attack the report of a commission ap-
pointed by the government, within a f:w
minutes of:the presentation of the re-
port to the house.. The minister of
marine and- fisheries was guilty ¢f a
grave discourtesy to the house;}*Mr. Bor-
den held, in making his statement when
there had beén no opportunity of exam-
ining the report, and the members cou d
not possibly discuss it fully, and when
no answer could be made on behalf of
the commissioners. The course taken
was not only unusual, but he considet=d
it was an unwise precedent for the gOov-
ernment,

Mr, Bennett asked if there was any-
thing in the report as to padding lists
in connection with the material paid for
and not delivered at Sorel yapd,.in con-
nection with which an investigation by
a commissioner extend.ng over oae year
was in-progress.

Mr. Brodeur replied that the ¢'vil ger-
vice commission’s report contained no
mention of it.

Mr. Bennett retorted that the cguse
of ‘the delay was.to be'found in the fact
that, Mr, Pesbarats, in charge at Sorel
vard, wag a.son-in-law of. Hon; R. W.
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ment to which Mr, Bennett referred, and
had never been directly or !ndlrecuy
concerned in the maitter spoken of. (Re-
newed liberal cheers.)

Mr. Bennett sald he would have to
accept the statement of the minister.
He had, However, been informed that
Mr. Desbarats was the head of the Sorel
yards, and that all these matters came
under his supervision.* It was a wonder-
ful thing that a commissioner appointed
by the government had not been able
to ‘fathom this case aftér over a year's
investigation. ~There had, he went on,
been a large éxpenditure in the marine
and fisheris department On what was
known as the Georgian bay fisheries
commission. He asked if any reference
was made in the report just brought
down to the fact that a member of that
fisheries commission had been convicted
by one of Mr, Brodeur’s own officials
for illegal fishing.

Mr. Brodeur replied that there was no
mention of such an incident. The ecivil
service commission . was not charged
with looking into the fisheries,commis-
sion. He again reiterated his statement
as to the contracts not having any con-
nection with the matter brought up by
Mr. Bennett. ‘That appertained to one
of the engineers.

Mr. Bennett—The minister stated, in
reply to & question the other day, that
the enquiry had been along the line of
padding the pay lists'at Sorel. Is that
in connection with Mr. Frazer?

Mr. Brodeur—Yes,

Mf. Bennett asked {f Mr. Fraser was
still in the employ of the department,
of if,he had been-suspended pend:ng the
result of the enquiry.

Mr. Brodeur replied ‘that Mr. Frater
had’ not been suspended. ' Thore’ was
nothing before him that would justify
him in suspend ng that <ff ¢'al, who wis
not  appointed by the present govern-
ment, had been in the employ of the
department for many years, and was, S0
far as he kmew, a worihy officer. He

‘would not think of su peading/h'm until

it had been proved that he was not a
deserving offi=i:l.

Mr. Bennett asked .if there was any
report from Mr. Gaudet as to supples

for the Sorel yards said to have been .

paid for but not deliveied. The m ni:ter,
he added,. bhad several times ‘promised
to bring it down.

Mr. Brodeur said the luterlm report
had been laid on the tab’e several days
ago. (Liberal cheers and laughter.)

Mr. Taylor wanted to know what wes
the cost of the ciyil service commission
report, whether the commissioners had
been paid, and if the minister who dis-
agreed 'with this report, insofar as his
department was concerned, would vote
with the opposition that the report “be
not received.

Hon. W. S. Fieldin: replied that the
report had not yet been printed ‘in fuill;
the evidence only Had beerl printed. The
commissioners had not yet, been paid,
nor, ‘had*‘their. remunerati been de-
cided upon. T re, Mr, Taylor's
question could not be: answa-ed

Mr. Fieldlng ﬂlsse.nted entirely from
the view of the légder of the oppositiop,
that there was any imprdpriety in the
action of Hon. Mr. Brodeur.' That gen-
tleman had not attacked anybody, or
made accusations against anybody, in
the .house or out of it. If he had mnot
called attention'to a diserepancy or er-
ror of judgment on a fact affecting the
character and honesty of his officials,
if he had allowed that report to go out
for one hour without doing what he had
done, he would not have been acting
fairly or justly. He had simply called
attention to the fact that the commis-
sion, through erroneous information or
imperfect judgment, had made accusa-
tions, not as to mismangement, but- af-
fecting the personal ‘honor and honesty
of officials who had been-in therdepirt-
ment many years, whose integrity and
honor they had trusted in the past, and
ought to trust auntil the contrary had
been proved, The report gave nothing
specific, no names were mentfoned, but
it left a genenal charge of dishonesty
against all the officials of the depart«
nient. That was a charge against the
honor ‘and integrity’ of the department,
and Hon. Mr. Brodeur had properly
stated that he did not intend to let the
matter rest there, that it called for
further proceedings, and he intended to
take them in fairness to himself and
to his officials.

Dr. Reid asked if Mr, Brodeur had called
the attention of the commissioners to the
way in which accounts were passed by him.

Mr. Brodeur was ext:®mely sorry to say
that, except in one instance the commis-
sioners had never consulted him or come
near him. One of them had complained
that he could not get some information and
he had immediately ordered all files to be
placed at that gentleman’'s disposal.

Dr. Reid wanted to know how it came
about that partfes like Merwin 8. Scrubb
were able to continue to do business with
the d«pa'tme')t according to recent re-
ports-'of the audftor-genera), affer revela:
tions showing that thoae par!les had ra-
ceived: payment ‘for’ guods at FUbE “the
price they themsélves - haa ‘patd”fof Hieh.
He believed thé prﬂelals of the department

had madé purchidses from those men be-,

ecause the minister had told them to.
Mr. Brodeur—What my hon, friend says
is absolutély incorrect and he knows it.
Dr. Reid—If T say what I believe myself,
1 would say that I do—(cries of ‘‘Oh;oh”
from liberalsj—but of course T am not in
a position to prove it—(libergl cheers and
laughter)—and will have to take the min-
ister's word. He argued that,Merwin* was
getting the same piices as before and char-
acterized these tramsactions ‘as graft.
Hon. George E. Foster thought Mr. Bso-
deur should be thankful hé hed got off so
lghtly and that the commission had not
gone through his department from top to
bottom, covering its workings for the last
five years. In view of what had transpired
the minister ought to have the fullest in-
vestigation by a royal commission or a
committee ¢f independent members of the
house. :
Sir Wilfrid Taurier said Mr. Foster had
gone far ‘afiéld in throwing out general in-
sinuations. The minister of marine and
fisheries had found that the eommission
had, in regard to two transactions, made a
ningu]ar'r'aer affecting ‘the: honer: of of:
fictals of his'department.; At the same time

e’ ‘had - stated that” there was enough to
warrant further investigation ‘and he pro-
posed to have it. The commissioners had
made actual stattments without naming
anybody. 'rhey had thrown out suspicions,
they had stated that wrongdoing had been
done, but without naming the wrongdoers.
Under the -cir ances the minister was
quite justified-in his course. 'The member
for North Toronto,
noted, was not prepared to say whether
further investigation should be by a royal

commission or by a’¢committee of the house..

The prime minister himself was not pre-
pared to say what form it would take, but
he did most emphatically say that there
sholild be further investiigation.

Dr. ‘Sproule endeavored to substantiate
the charges against the department by cit-
ing a number of articlps whieh it had pur-
chased’ at what he regarded as extrava-
gant prices. ¥

Mr. Brodeur asked whether Dr. Sproule,
recommended that .Mr. Fraser, who certi-
fied the accounts in question, should be
dismissed. =

Dr. Sproule—]I recommend nothing.

Mr. Blain thought the electors would be
surprised at the attitude taken by the
minister of marine and fisheries. It was a
disgrace to the government and a black
mark against the minister that he had fail-
ed to detect the loase working of his Jle-
partment without the assistance of ‘he
American bookeepers and a Z)mmision.

Mr. Fowler commented on the fact that
the investigation into the charges agairst
Mr. Roy, former foreman of works at Ecrel
had not been completed. Mr. ko, he un-
derstood, was charged with iaving ;- *«ded
the lists and although the minister Limself
had ordered Mr. Gaudet in February, 1907,
to investigate the charges, Roy still con-
tinued in his position. ;

Mr. Brodeur—That is not correct; he has
been.removed to Quebec,

Mr. Fowler thought it strange that a man
should be allowed to remain in the depart-
ment with such grave charges hanging over
him. -
what Roy was charged with,

Mr. Brodeur—He was charged with hav-
ing put some cooks on the wage list who
should have been paid_ by the contractor.

Mr. Fowler—What was the amount of the
padding?

Mr. Brodeur—I do not remember exactly,
but it was not a large amount.

Dr. Reld—It amounts to $180,000 does it
not?

Mr. Brodeur—Oh, no; I don't think it is
more than $600:

Hon. Mr, Haggart asked why the minis-
ter did not suspend Roy.

Mr. Brodeur—I removed him from the
place where he was.

Mr. Haggart maintained that he should
have been suspended at once.

Mr. Brodeur—I did not know it was a
British - principle to convict a man before
he is tried.

The discussion closed with some remarks
by Mr. Bo;ce.

PUBLIC WASTE

Ottawa, March 30-During question timein
the house this afternoon Dr. Roche was
informed by the premier that a proposi-
tion has been made to the goveynment for
the construction of a railway to Hudson’s
bay. The proposal is at the present fime
under consideration. The land grant voted
by parliament for such % road at a pre-
vious session, the premier informed the
member for Marquette, 1’ still in force.

Col. Worthington was told that the gov-
ernment has adopted for the Rossg rifle a
sword bayonet, approved by the militia
council. The question of who will manu+
facture the bayonet is under consideration.

George Taylor was informed that 8716
Ross rifles, aie now in use by the Canadian
militia force, pérmanent force and the
Northwest Mounted police. No estimate
hag been made of the number which wil
be in use by the end of 1910.

Dr. Roche was told by Hon. Frank Oliver
that the buffalo located in Elk park weie
purchased by Howard Douglas, manager
of the Banff park,*who did not receive
anything but his regular salary for his
services.

W. D. Staples’ was informed  that M.s.
Jospehine' Robidoux is post mistress at
St. Francois Xavier, Man. She was ap“
pointed in August last. No petition was

\recei\ed asking for her appointment, but

one was received asking that R. P. Pre-
court be made postmaster. It contained
106 signatures.

Col. Worthington was informed that the
department of militia has not been aware
of any trouble between the officers, non-
commis:ioned officers and men of the 5th
regiment of garrison artillery at Victoria,
and that the pay of the regiment had not
recently been in arrears.

Hon. G, E. Toster moved: ‘‘that all de-
partmental supplies should be purchased
by a competent purchasing commission
through public tender.”” Mr, Foster, after
characterizing the prevailing waste as crim=~
inal, laid doewn two principla:: (1) The coune«
try’s money must be spent only for neces<
sary objects in the order of necessity; (2)
the appropriations should go directly, with
as little deviation. gnd wastg, as possible,
to the object designed, He poln!ed to the
benefits of business rocedure and men-
tioned ‘that while the daily mifiti rétions
codt’ but' 20 ‘cents and ‘the ‘mifitary” ¢6Hege’
at Kingston, with a ‘higher standard, .50
cents, the government's steamers cost from
27 cents to $1.06 per man. Clerks could
not buy properly. It was an expert’'s busi-
ness and should be a life position, except,
as the auditor general, removable for good
cause. 1t would probably ‘save 20 of 30
per cent nnd become a saving and elevat-
ing influénce in public life.

The premier in & bilef speech congratu-
lated Foster on his frank, calm way of dis-
cussing the question. Heé had no objection
to the clause requiring a public tender,
though, as in private business, he believed
they should leave a Tittle latitude to of-
ficials, he agreed with the principle enun-
ciated by Foster. The second proposal re-
garding a commis‘ion was a complete inno-
vation. _All men in authority should be
responsible and he 'did not think a commis-
sion could be comparéd to ministerial re-
sponsibility. He hoped that Foster would
be willing to withdraw the second portion
of his reselution.

R. L. Borden pointed out that the govern-
ment had appointed a commissiion to build
the trenscontinental and yet was surely
responsible for the millians which the com-
mission spent., He thought a ‘commission,

without abolishing the r&*pon‘ibmly would”

sir « Wilfrid Laurier °

He asked the minister to explain}

'Mr. Fielding’s was then carried 99 to #4.

. against officers of his department and he

‘ing the hands of the public on Saturday.

. the authorities are taking steps to compel

eradicate the system of ‘midalemen.

Hon. W. 8. Fielding reiterated the pre-
mier's statement that public tender was
not universal practice among business men
nor even corporations. He moved an amend-
ment mﬁt all supplies be purchased by ten-
der and’ contract as far as practicable.
The resolution as it stood, -would mean
the abandonment of long.established min-
isterial responsibility and would lead to
trouble.

Mr. Blain continued ihe debate and ex-
pressed great surprise that the government
should still hold to the system of patronage.
He moved an amendment to Mr. Field-
ing's amendment that the present system
of purchasing from middlemen at exces-
sive prices should be discontinued.

Mr. Roche of Halifax defended the pres-
ent system. The liberals had been 18 years
in opposition and they should now be al-
lowed to enjoy the patronage of the gov-
ernment.

Mr, Northrup said that some change was
due when the horses of the Canadian eon-
tingents were fed on rotten hay and the
men who fought for their country on trash,
supplied by friends of the government.

Myr. Fisher complained that a party ques-
tion had been made of the whole matter.
He. defended the purchase of supplies
through midlemen whom he preferred to
.call jobbers,

Dr. Sproule defended Mr. Foster’'s resolu-
tion, and after Mr. Boyce had spoken, the
house divided, Mr. Blain's anfendment be-
ing voted down by, 90 to 46.

On Mr. Fieldings -améndment a second
vote was taken and it, was car.ied by 93
fo 48. Mr. Foster's original, amendéd by

Foster asked what steps had been taken
towards an investigation of charges pre-
ferred in the civil service commissioa’s re-
peort, and Laurier said he had stated to the
house that enough was contained in the
report to. warrant further action., “This
action must be taken and will be  taken.
It will be taken as speedily as po:sible,
and I may say that I am not af.ald of this
report,” sald the premier.

Barker, Hamilton, thought immediate ac-
tion should have been taken, when serious
charges were made against a2 minister and
Brodeur denied that there was any charge
agajnst him. ' The charges were made

had already taken steps to properly look
into the matters connected with his depmt-
ment mentioned in the report.

Mr. Borden then enquired when the print-
ed copies of the repo:rt of the royal com-
mission on the eivil service would be dis-
tributed.

Mr. Fielding replied that it would be done
in good time, but this did not satisfy MF
Mr. Borden and he .replied that the house
‘would - not: adjourn until a satisfactory
statement was made. There was a hot
discussion after this in whi¢h a number of
members took part.

Dr. Sproule and Mr. Boyce kept up the
talk and the house sdjoumed at 2 15 a.m.
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BETTER MAIL SERVICE
(Special to The Daily News.)
Ottawa, March 28.—In compli-

ance with the request of W. A.
Gallilier, M. P., the post offica de-
partment has authorized an in-
crease in the mail 'service for
Harrop, Kokanee and@ Willow
Point postoffices from. twice a
week to three times a week. This
addmony service will go into
effect at’ once.
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NEWSPAPERS GALORE

Third Weekly Appears at Fernie—Final
' Games of Hockey

Fernie, March 30—Hockey has lost none
of its interest for admirers of the sport
here, judging from -the enthusiastic crowd
that turned out to witness the games on
Friday and Saturday nights at the 1ing.
The first game was between teams repre-
senting the 1.0.0.G. and the K. of P., and
resulted in a victory for the latter by a
score of 7-6. The Saturday night game
was between members of the Snowshoe
club and the Watchers and resulted in a;
draw. As was to be expected the ice was
not in the best of conditiods but this did
not detract from the interest in the games.

The third weekly newspaper has made its
appearance in Fernie ander the caption of
“John's Newspaper,” the first issue reach-

It is edited ahd owned by T. T. John, late
editor of The Ledger, the official organ
of Distriet No. 18, U.M.W.A., Well printed
and attractive in appearance, it is breezy
and, interesting.

The gradual disappearance of the snow
is leaving exposed many unsightly heaps
of ashes dumped on residental streets by
careless householde:s during the winter and

the guilty parties to remove the refuse and
prevent the occurrence in future. ,

Fernie has. becen particularly fortunate
during the winter‘ menths in comparison
with other centers; from the fact that its
principal industcy has continued employ-
ing the usual number of men without ces-
sation and the payroll has iemained at &
substantial figure. At present the depres- |

sion in  other industrln uppn wl! ,p“qgn.l
mining:dfid coke produ ent;
is eginnfng to be felt, vhitf & réstit that

it has lately been found necessa:y to de-
crease the number of employees at the Coal
Creek and Michel collieries.. The consump-
tion of coal by, the rai'roads which se-
cure, the greater portion »f their requi:e-
ments here has considerably leszened owing
to a material falling off in traffie and it
has been found difficult to secure a mar-
ket for, the commodity to replace this
shrinkage: Every effort is being made to
increase sales in order that the mines may
be run to their full capacity and it is hoped
that everything will soon be in its normal
condition again, and those miners who have
been temporarily laid off will secure em-
ployment in their old places.

R. W. Coulthard, general sales agent
of the Coal ¢company, left for Winnipeg
tonight on a business trip. He will also
visit the ‘coast cities befoie returning. He
was sccompanied by Mrs, Coulthard, who
will visit her paients in Winnipeg for a
couple of months.

FIRE AT CRANBROOK

Qranbrook, April' 3—A fire broke out this
morning in Beattie and Atchison's drug

store in which™ the " postoffice is Ircated.
Most of the mail was destroyed. The fite |
brigade ‘was ‘able 'to save the buildng:

¥
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A GOOD FARM

for sale. Not particular about lo-
cation. Pleasé give price and de-
scription, and reason for selling.
State when possession can be had.
‘Wlll deal with owners only,

L. Darbyshire, Rochester, N. Y.
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AT THE DOMIMON FAIR

NELSON DISTRICT TO BE ADEQUATE-
LY REPRESENTED
!
PREPARATIONS UNDER WAY THAT
ENSURE' FINE EXHIBITS

Nelson district, will be well represelnted
at the dominion fair at Calgary in June
next,

The Nelson Agricultural association has
taken hold of the arrangements and with
the co-operation of the board of trade and
other local bodies will see to it that Nel-
son is very much in evidence at Calgary
upon the occasion of the big Dominion fair,
which promises to be the greatest thing of
the kind the west has yet seen,

The apples, that will form a prominent
feature of Nelson's frult exhibit, are al-
ready in-cold storage at Calgary. Smaller
fruits and berires ‘will be supplied direct,
if the season permits and in addition there
will be a good display of bottled fruifs.

Special committees have been appointed to
look after .timber and mineral displays,
both of which will be made as representa-
tive as possible.

It is ‘understood’ that the Trail smelter
people will prepare a speclaily fine exhibit,
which will' be ‘one of the conspicuous fea-
tures of ‘the fair.

It iIs gratifying to note the interest that
is being taken in this coming exhibition of
western- products. It will afford an un-
equalled opportunity for Neison to show
to western Canada what this section of
British ‘Columbia can prduce”and from al
indications the showings '‘made will be
worihy of the Queen City of the Kootenays.

AMNESTY BILL P_A?SED

Parls, April. 3—~The chamber of deputies
has adopted the amnesty bill by a vote
of 405 to 5. This bill was prepared and sub-
mitted by the cabinet and grants amnesty
to those who committed political offenses
in 1907 in connection with the wine grow-
ers’ revolt In south France, except in

case of anti-patriotism, antl-mllltariam and
activity in insubordination.

- FRUIT TREES
' !’ron?chd:

All kinds, warranted true to nm,
elun _thrifty roses, °

e disciors
double. cropper uy G'Ol“h

It's poorbusinultobnynthiuqr»
where before you: see our catalogue,
worth $1, but it's trge nd saves m

: NOTICE

NELSON LAND DISTRICT, DISTRICT
OF WEST KOOTENAY.

TAKE NOTICE that J. Laing Stocks of
Nelson, B.C., occupation, accountant, in-
tends to apply for permission to purchase
the ﬁolhwln‘ Mﬂm lands:.
Commencing at a post planted &t the
southeast: corner of lot 5233, ~thence west
20 chains; thence south 20 chains; thence
east 20 chains; thence norfh 20 chains to
place of beginning, containing 40 acres,
| more O 1es8. .. .. oo -
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Tested Stock Seed
FOR THE e:ﬁf GARDEN

LAWN OR CONSERVA-
TORY: .

Reliable varieties at reasonable
prices, No borers; no scale; no
fumigation; nor damage to stock
No windy agents to annoy you.
Buy direct and get trees and
and seeds that grow.
Fertilizers, Bee Supplies, Spray
Pumps, Spraying Materials, Cut
Flowers, etc. Oldest established
. murseries on the mainland of
British Columbia. Catalogue free

M. J. Henry’s Nurserles

Greenhouses—3010 Westminster
Road, Vancouver, B. C.

Branch Nurseries—S. Vancouver.

_ note in the Bank of

JUSTIFIES HIS

SHOWS WHY EXPEND
POWER PLANT SH
DERTAKEN. AND
METHODS OF THH
COUNCIL.

A letter from W, G. Gillg
ters appears this morning
correspondence column,

a little late last evening Q
the same communfeation,

local evening«paper last

His worship, mayer T
The Daily News In rega:
criticisms as follows: p

Editor The Daily News—H
letter of W. G. Gillett, publ
ing in the Daily Canadian
tinctly understood that I
it worthy of any reply,
coarseness of the in.lnu
not that he therein ace
in making statements in
would not freely make i
letter, T trust, will forever
at rest; and 4f Mr. Gillet
any statément now herein
has his remedy in the co
if not taken by him, will n
-not refute the truth of

(1) Mr, Gillett states thad
were insinuations to the eff
converted the city's prop
use, which investigation
terly unfounded; and thaf
were revived this year in
eneaking and cowardly wa
proved.

The matter of W. G, Gille
of Nelson, taking its valu
using it for a rental of 50
is one that deserves the m
tsm of all right thinking <
was in my opinion wholly
was punishable undér th
1 believe clearly a! dnll
MMW‘M e
eity of which he was maj
of the “Municipal Clauses
fine of $50 for each time h
acted whilst so’disqualified
imposes a penalty of $2500. ¢
in Victoria, Mr. justice Irv
ment ggainst a disqualifi
§1600 and costs.

The city plant has beeq
from Mr. Gillett as foll

(a) From the court
boller and its parts; o
plant and its parts; one
‘er, one derrick.

(b) From his workshop

(c) From his quany at
driiling machine, and he
steam . boiler.

‘Competent men are
proper rental for this
least $2.50 per diem, ins
But the statute In my o
whole transaction clearly
No mayor should deal

" perty under agreement o

principle shocks the op
thinking citigens, It h
overtllx;toretuh&h',
which so far, I have not
handed to the city ¢lerk :
W. G. Gillett still has'y

~ city, and last Janugry I bej

in a complete inventory

‘ criticism but he did riot do §

the city engineer to get sué

has only reported to nie th

covered. How éxtraordinar
to any one that a

- lating the statute and

which should govern anyom
1ie trust, should dare to
were disproved Can the ci
the evidence of their own
does he dare to criticise
trying as best they know
the public interest and ga
tect its property?

(2) The water main fo the
cost $5778.00; it is built whd
eity’s limits and the year|
the city were .taxed for

«which means that by direct

citizens- this work was <
to date there are.eonly.
ers producing the revenu
mapth: No.man knows bef
that his statements respect]

¥ false; the revenue referred
# longs to the old water sys

No contract is on file rcqu
to comnect and as yet the
s0.| " I thefefore leave it to

' oide as to whether such

$5778 was ‘‘reckless and fo
The above expenditure wa
council partly ag a result 83
300 of last yvear’s debts,
Mo
$25,000, to secure which Mr.

X _ the entire taxes of last and

I am now attempting to
to conanect with the above

= thus relieve some of the

(3) As to the new works
The council, and I b:lieve
all of one mind on this m
criticism is directed agains
of all.

For the weir and draft ty
opinton of one of Canada
neers, Mr. C. B. Smith aj
gineer. The construction iy
same ‘as that employed b
& L. €Co. across the river.
been, we believe, excelld
tunder great obstacles; at
suye, because in working




