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THURSDAY'S FIRE,

The fire which coctirred in the North
End Thursday is the largest with which
$his city has been visited since the great

disaster of 1877. Although small in

comparison with the great fire it never-

sheless is a oalamity of enormous pro-

portions to the ity of Bf. Johv. Iadian-
town, which has of late years grown to
be one of the busiest centres in the city,
and especially 80 in the summer months,
has been left & mass of smoulder-
active business

houses in that section of the
¢ity ‘have disappeared, and many

- families are left withont the homes,

‘which have cost years of labor and sel:
- @acrifios to buill up. The most regret.

$able incident of the disaster, however,
- ig that & womsan 1wt her life, beirg
dumed to deatb. Rembering that the
@itizons of 8. John have had experience
‘of the hxrdships of & calamity such as
cocarred Thursdsy, we know that the

“Sullsst aid aud assistance will readily be
given thore who find themselves lefs
destitute, : \,

TALKING AGAINST TIME.

The policy of gbstrustion, apparently
the oxly card the oppcsition nmow have
toplav, is one involving the waste of
time and the obstraction of public busi-
mess. This was very well illustrated

1ast evening in the house of commors

_when Mr, Powell was put up fo talk
against time and, we msay add, against
common sense. His theme was the
_purchase of the Drammond county rall-
way, & matter which was threshed out &
yesz ago and which every sensibla man
- admits was the best bargain with re-
spect to & railway ever moade by any
- Oansdisn government,  Indeed, if
ghere is one act of the minister
of railways of which he has & right
¢o be proud beyond sall his other
acts in connection with his department
16 is the good bargain he made in the
purchsse of this road. There has nevar
been anything that at all :pproached it
in merit, looking at the matter from the
‘point of view of the public, for the gov-
ernment have obisined & railway as
good in every resppct as the Intercolonis!
for $12,000 a mils, which is less than
one-third oftkesum that the government
of New Brunswick paid for the construc-
tion of the railway from Bt. John to She-
disc. Whatever differences there may be
between the .cost of railway building
forty years ago and at present there is
20 such margin as two-thirds, which in
4his case would be $24,000 a mile, so
‘thet.we are forced to the conclusion
oithér that the Bt John and Bhedisc
railway was. @ gigantic steal or the
prosent goverament in purchasing the
Drummond line for $12,600 & mile have
almost dons too well for the pablic or
=0t well enocugh for the owners of the

My, Powell in his very long winded
and labored speech had fo admit that in
to the policy of carrying the
Intercclonial to Montreal there was
no disagreement between the goverz-
ment and the opposition. It seeems to
as that when he made this admission
te left nothing more fo be said on the
opposition side, for all the authorities
competent to pronounce an opinion that
have been consuited with regard to this
railway are sgreed that the price at
which it was bought was very
low. What Mr. FPowell does not
know sbout railway building would

fill & very large voume, and yet he | one, George 1V,, in spite of the bad lite
mndertakes to set himself as an nthor-lhe led, reached the sge of gixty-eight

oldest actual sovereign that the nation.

jects in England, and in Scotland the

these kings were regarded as old when
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ent areas of territory, and giving us the
commaud of the larger part of the trade
of western Canade.§

Wit tne growth of our shipping trade
our manufactoring, especially in sucn
\ines as depend on low ocean freignts,
will increass as a matter of couree.
Cheap cosl and chesp iron will give ne
advantages over all the inland ciies of
Canads, which our people will not fail
t)utilize. We may exocct aleo to see
iron aud steel saipbaillicg carried on
here on sn extensive ¢cule, and the busi:
n :ss of repairing iron ships will vecom-
a3 profitable as was the repairing of
wooden vesselsin times past, The menau-
factare of pul)cannot faii to become 8
moet important industay in 8. John at
no distant date, and our advantages in
respect to cl:mate in the matier of catton
spinning must eventually mske them
golves feltin & practicsl fashios, 80 that
it will be impossible for the western
mills to compete with ours. We need
say notbing of the develo; m3nt of the
trade and population of 8t. John as & re-
suls of the growth of the outlying coun-
try and tbe incressed production of buat-
tar, cheese, pork and of agriculrursl pro-
duets generslly for export, bat there
cannot be & doubt that this will have a
moss favora! 11 eff-ot on our fatare. -8*.
John has evidently entered on & new era
of growth snd prosperity, and hereafter
we expect (0 8¢ no check in its rate of

BT',JOHNv N. B MAY 21, 18%9:
THE COOL GAMBLER.

HOW HE BETS, WINS AND LOSES AT
MONTE CARLO.

while William IV. died at seventy-two.

It may be that the burthen of the
erown is 1288 onerous now than it was in
$he days of the early English kinge, or
the present hosse msy be longer lived
than their predeccssors in consequence
of heredity, but the fact is as we have
gtated it. The term of human life has
ondoubtecly been greatly 1l:ngthened
daring the past five bhundred yeare. The
Prince of Wales is fifty-sight, yet no one
th'nks of him ss an (11 man, whilea
k ng of that age five hundred years ago
waa ready for the grave.

None of the present sovereigns of
Europe can equal Qaeen Victoria in
1:pgth of reign, but two of them aze
older than she. These are Adolphus
Grand Daoke of Luxemburg, who was
born in 1817, and the King o: Denmark,
who wes born in 1818. The longest
lived of Earopesn sovereiges in recent
times was the Xmperor William I, of
Gearmany who died in 1888 when be
lacked only a few days of compl:ting
his ninety-firat year. His reign, how-
ever, was comparatively shbort in com-
parizon with the length of his life, for he
only occupied the throne of Prussia for
twenty-eight years, and was seventeen
years Empero: of Germany.

S0 much was eaid in regard to Quecn
Victoris, her life and character, at the
time she completed the sixtieth year of
her reign that but lit 13 remains t> be
sdded now. She has been the most for-
tunate of rulers, for her reign has
been & period cf constant progress
and her ‘empire. hss vastly
sugmented in area and popalation sines
gho sscendea the throme. It has been
her happiness to live at a time when
the whcla aspect of the world was under-
going a process of change through the
influence of the mumerous institations
that have been developed during the
present century. Comparei with
the Victorian ers, sll other pe-
riods of British history ceem bar-
ren of achievements, especially in regard
to those matters which touch the.com-
fort and well being of mankind. And
the queen hertelf has been & noble ex"
ample of a constitutional ruler, snd has
20 endeared herself to her subjects ty
her virtaes that they woull Ik upon
her death as a great cal smity and a loss
that could not be made good.

———————
THE OUTLOOK IN 8T. JOEN.

ity on this subject, and to contradict tce
testimony of those competent engineers
who gave evidence in regard to the

waste of time to argue the question in
view of the fact that Mr. Powell’s
speech was mnot for the purpose
of hindering the matter by resson-
ing but to preventing the govern-
mené from going on with the paub.
lic businese, St1l it is as well
that it should be understood by t:e
general public that the alleged argu-
ments which Mr. Powell used are
wholly wrong as to their premises and
false as to their conclusione, Of course
the theory that because & government
wants & piece of property owned by &
private corporation or individusl such
sss rallway or a whari, the corporation
or individusl ought to give it up for
nothing,will not hcld water for amoment,
The public perfectly understand this
fact, and arbitrators who are called upon
to decide such questions are never
niggardly in their award of damages to
the person deprived of his property.
There is no doubt whatever that if the
value of the Drummond Connty Railway
had been decided by arbitration the
owners would have been awarded at
least $20,000 & mile and no person would

A Scene by Night In the Great Gilded
Den at Monaco—Tempting Fickle For-
tune as a Cold Blooded Business Trans-
action—A Lucky English Couple.

Not to see the gambling rooms at
Monte Carlo by night would be to miss
the grand show of the place. There are
not people enough in the town to make
up the crowds that press through the
big corridor and the atrium in the even-
ing. They oome in trains from all the
neighboring places—from Cannes, Nice,
Ban Remo, Mentone, sometimes from as
far as Genoa. People ride down from
_Paris, 20 hours in the rapide, just for a
little ‘‘shy’’ at the tables. All outside
is as bright as day, though chilly.

When I set out for the cagino, I came
upon a young English couple standing
near the big fountain, discussing some-
.thing with great earnestness. They
were good looking, well dressed, with
_something ef an air of a bridal couple.
What became of them at the moment I
did not notice, and inside I stood for a
few minutes watching the roulette ta-
bles. Ten minutes later I went into the
trente et quarante room and met them
just inside the big arched doorway.
They were on their way out. Her rosy
cheeks were rosier than before, and her
face was wreathed in smiles. He was
fairly radiant and looked ‘very fit,”’ as
the Londoners say. In one hand he held
a great bundle of French notes, all
stretched out at full length, just as they
came from the tables. It took mo great
shrewdness to see that for ten minutes
they had been leading active, industri-
ous lives and had reaped the reward of
industry and virtne and were getting
out of the place before they were tempt-
ed to try again and lose.

One elderly gentleman was at the
moment doing the leading business in
that room and attracting the most at-
tention by risking ten 1,000 franc notes
($2,000) at every dealing of the cards.
He was particularly interesting to me,
because he was beyond doubt an Ameri-
can. He was a fine looking man, with
gray hair, iron gray beard, well trim-
med, a shrewd eye that watched every
move the dealer made, and of course in
the regulation black evening clothes.
His face showed him to be a man who
had made his money, not inherited it.
I think that lumber was the foundation
of his fortune in the northwest some-
where, but long enough ago to give him
time to have the sawdust brushed out
of his clothes, for he was very smooth
and well groomed. Not a word was
said around the table, so there was no
chance to hear what language he spoke.
He was one of those men who would
not look at all out of place leading a
prayer meeting, but who might be de-
pended upon for a ready revolver if he
caught the dealer at any foul play.

The notes came out of one of his vest
pockets, but not carelessly. There was
none of the usual effort to look as if
risking $3,000 every three minutes was
an evéryday affair with him. He did
everything with-cauntion, always delib-
erating over what square he should lay
his money upon, and sometimes chang-
ing it to some other square after he had
laid it down. But whether he won or
lost he showed no emotion whatever.
He won oftener than he lost while I
watched him, putting the winnings al-
ways into the same vest pocket. At one
time the banker made a mistake in du-
plicating a pile of his notes that had
wwon, but thisdid not bring a word from
him. His eyes were open, and instead
of picking up the pile he merely pushed
it back toward the banker, which was
a sufficient hint for a recount. When
the mistake was corrected and the miss-
ing note supplied, he added the pile to
the big lump in his pocket.

Like almost every player around the
trente et quarante tables, he was there
strictly for business. It was not a few
dollars laid on for the novelty of the
thing, but a deliberate speculation in
the hope of winning. My experience of
gambling houses is fortunately rather
limited, but I have seen the big places
of Saratoga and Long Branch and one
or two in New York and some very
large ones in Cuba and Mexico. Never
have I seen such a businesslike air in
any gambling room as there is here.
You may not be wicked enough to know
that generally a great deal of smoking
and drinking and some eating go with
fashionable gambling, but that is the
case. The sideboard is almost as neces-
sary as the tables, and George and Sam-
bo and Henry are kept busy carrying
champagne and cocktails to the thirsty
players. This is pure business with
‘‘the house,’’ even where these things
are not charged for, for does not a man
become the more reckless the more al
cohol he absorbs?

But there is none of that here. There
is no smoking in the rooms, and no
drinks are served at the tables. As far
as I have seen, there is no place in the
casino building where drinks can be

_had, though possibly there may be some
‘gozy corners that I have not discovered.

progrees.
THE CANADA BASTERN.

" The Quebec Chroolcie contaias sn edi-
torial on the purchase of the Oanacs
Eastern by tte government which seems
to be intended to discoursge that pio-
jec*. It cites the purchase of the Drom-
mocd County road a8 & bad prece lent
which ought not to be -followed and
which ought to meke the purchase of
the Canads KEastern undesirable. It
states also that the Ontario members of
pailiament have agreed to oppose the
purchase of this road, We do not know
what suthority there is for this last
statement nor do we know what means
the Oatario members have of judging
whether its purchase is desirable cr not.
We shoul 1 suppose that any decision in
regard to this matier at which they had
arrived wotll not be based on any
particalar knowl:dge they bad in regard
tothersilwsyin question orof the country
throogh which it passes. A good many
Ontario members might have some
d ficul'y in pointing out the Oanada
Esstern on the map if suddenly called
apon to do so. The motivesof the Quebeo
Chronicle sre essy emough to under-
gtand, but thers seems to be no good
reason why the Oatario members of
pariiament or any other members out-
side of Qiebec should follow its 13ad in
this matter. The Chronicle is not well
pleased becsuse the purchase of the
D:ummond Railway hes made Montreal
the texmious of the Iotercolonial, & dis-
tinction enjoyed by Qiebec for many
years, but that iz  a mere local reazon
and not one that tounches the general in-
terest. Asa ra'lesy muetobtain traffic
if it is to be protitable it is evident that
it was proper . fo: the Iatercclinial fo go
to the place where traffic was to be had,
and that made it necessary for the rail-
way to have ita terminus at Montreal,
Tn fact the rame sreasons which justified
the purchase of the Riviers duLaupsec-
tion of the Intercolonial eqaally jastifies
the purchase of the Drummond Rail-
way. Indeed the reasons in favor of the
purchase of the latter are stronger than
in the case of the Riviere duLoup line.
With regard to the Canada Eastern
we sb:ll expect the Ontario members
aod all others to judge of this matter on
ite merits when the question of ita pur-
chage becomes & practic:1 one. Thers is
no evidence at present that the
owners of the Canada Eastern wish to
sell that road oz that the government
want to buy it. The question is not one
of politics but of business, and it would
be proper se a matter of basiness for the
government t> buy the Canada Esstern
then i< ought to be bought. We observe
tnat the great trunk line of rmlwsay
geeks to acquire ss many branches as
possibls, and if thatis a good policy for
& railway owned by & private company
it ouzht to be equally good for a lice
owned by a government. In ofher
worde the governm:nt ought not to be
censured and sccused of &1l mannerof
orimes simply for doing what a private
company would find it necessary to do
to make their railway p-ofitable.
ISR,

Deaths and Burials.

Iadeed there was evidence given before
the committee which investigated the
affairs of the railway lest session that
went to show that such & line world
cost $16,000 a mile, so that & very small
gum for prospective benefits wovli have
brought up the award tothe sum already
gtated. Itis quite characteristic, how-
ever, of the present dull-witted opposi-
tion in the house of commons that they
would take their stand upon ground that
is wholly untenable and risk the future
of their party for the sake of spiting the
government by delsying the passsge of
their measures through parliament. The
people of Canada are not so igunorant as
to be deceived by such factiee.
They cannot be brought fo beliove that s
railway up to the standard of the Inter-
colonisl which cost orly $12,000 & mile
was abad bargsin for the country or
that the government was wrong in pur-
chasing it at such a price. As fo the
quality  and character of the road it
speaks for itself. Trains are running
over it every day af the rate of 50 miles
an hour, and there is notin all Canada &
piece of 1ailway over which better time
ean bs made.
e s

QUEEN VIOTORIA.

Wednesday her most gracious msjesty
Q1een Victoris completed her eightieth
year. This is the greatest age that has
been attained by any Eoglish sovereign,
with the exception of her grandfatherz,
Goorge IIL, who was insane and in-
capacitated from attending to his duties
as s monarch for many years prior fo
bis death. The Queen is therefore the

The chsnge of fe:1.0g {hat has come
over the psople of 8, John during the
past few years is certainly very remazk-
able, Four years sgo, with a Conserva-
tive government in power, 8t. Juhn was
slmoat without hope, for every expects-
tion we had entertained in regard t»our
fature had been dissppointed. Before
confederation we had been led to be
lieve that St. John would become the
Liverpool of British North Americs, but
g0 far was that from being the cate that
we had lost & part of the trade we osce
erjoyed by the development of s railway
system which did not have its terminus
at this por*. The Iatercolonial, on which
our hopes had rested, had been buili by
& route which gave us the smallest pos-
sible chance of deriving any bemefif
from it, whil» the Bhort Line had been
equally without satisfactory resvlis, ae
respects our trade. All these thinge had
profoundly aftscted - the epirits of
onr people, and the government of
that day instead of making an
effort to amsist us, sneered at our
hopes and utterly refused either to
give us terminal facilities in connection
with the Intercc1)mnial, or o aesitt in the
construction of an elevator in connection
with the Short Line. Their afiitude tc-
wards ns was will illustrated by their
compe/ling the corporation of Bt. Jobn
to pay the $40,000 for the Carleton
Branch which they knew was fo be
given to the C, P. B, a8 an inducement
for them to assiet in the development of
the trade of this port.

Now the people of 8t, John, with & gov.
ernment in power which is determined
to 40 its utmost for the ports of Canada,
are full of hope for the fatare. The key-
note of the new order of things wss the
speech made by Bir Wil'rid Laurier
here at the opening of the Exh'bition in
1897 when he said that he would never
bes content until the export trade of
Cansda was done through the ports of
Caneds. Since then 8t. John has be-
come the terminns of the mail steam-
ship line to Epgland in winter, and it
hagseen its winter import trade on the
waef side increase to s value of $7,200-
000, with 8 prospect of & much grester
growth next sessor. It is not too much
to say that within & reasonably brief
period this trade - will' resch 8
valus of $20,000000, and no man

has ever had, and, a8 her health is still
.oodthouhmmhdoubuhutm
will ‘live for several years. BShe . will
have reached the age of George IIL on
January 18tb, 1971, and all her
eubj cts hope ‘that 'she may
resch that sge and far exceed if.
None of the English kings before the
Norman conquest attained a great sge.
The one who lived 1)ngest was Edward
the Confessor, but his death took place
when he was sixty-two. Nexifo him
comes Athelstan,son of Alfred the Great,
who died at the age of fifty-five. Alfred
himse!! only attained the age of filty-
two, a'though he reigned for thirty years.
King Canute died at the age of forty.
The times were not favorable to long
life, either for monazchs or their gub-

chances of a king attsining & great age
were still less favorabls, Very few of
the kings of that country died in their
bede, aud mone of those who erjoyed
that distinction were very old when they
passed away. :

From the Norman conquest until the
present time there have been thirty six
Enoglish kings and queens,and they have
not been generally long lived. Of the
Norman kings Henry I lived the long-
est, and he died wora ouf at the age of
sixty-ieven. Of - the Flintagenels,
Henry 11. died at the age of fifty-3ix,
John st fitty, Henry III. at sixty-five,
Edward I. at sixty-eight, Edward ILI. at
gixty-ive. We omit thoge who died by
the chances of war or by violence. All

Mre. Soider, mother of Mr. P. W.
Bunider of this city, died Ssturday at
Brantford, sged 72 years. She hed lived
many yesars at Biaatford. Mr. and Mrs,
P. W. Snider were with her when she
passed away.

The remains of the late Mr, Chris-
topher Steiper, of Moore street, were
baried in Fernhill Tuesday afternoon,
A large namber of friends_attended the
faners’. Rev. R. P. McKim conducted
the servicer. The .choir of 8t. Luke’s
church sang & pumber of hymns. The
pall-bearers were Meesrr. William Mo-
Connell, R. McConnell, Wiliam Jordan,
Samuel Jordsu, A. Duncsn and J. Heans.
The fanersl of the late Mr. Daniel
Morris took place Tuesdsy afternoon
from his mothev’s residence, Morrisville,
and many attended. The rervice was
conducted by Rev. C. Collins at St
Rose’s cbureh and the interment was in
the old Oathclic eemetery, Lancaster
Heights. The pili-bearsrs were thé

they died, slthough they wounld not be
g0 rated at the present day. Henry 1V,
died at the sge of forty-seven, while his
son, Henry V., passed away at thirty-

. Henry VI., who appears @ .

:'o;nnbhndholplm ﬂ:ll::. in h!:::r;. ::nmmh::imt: "l.mm' m’:;l;. mb'i‘?tg.. 'l;o::n:%:odds‘.os.u“n.:u ::?l Ith‘; “l m;;h a business hons; stshn
3 I . ; | Thomas H. Wilson. wholesale goods store, an °

was but fitty when he died or was maur- | ¢pom which this trade is drawn T vl ke B

one of bonndless resonrces and posst-

ilities, we may expeot it to incresse by
lesps sud bounds until 8t. John be-
comes the great port of Csnada inas
true s sense as New York is fhe great
portof the United States. But this is
no* all, The Liberal goveroment o! Bir
Wiltdd Leaurier hes undertesken fo
make the Intercolonis! Railway reslly
usefal to the ports of the maritime prov-
inces and for that purpose has extended
it to Montreal, where it can receive

dered in the Tower.

Of the Tudor sovereigus Eiizabeth at-
tained the age of seventy, but her grand-
father, Honry VII., died at fifty-three,
and her father, Henry VIIL, at fitty-six.
Her sister Mary only reached the age of
forty-two. Ol the Stewarts James I, died
at fifty-nine, Chales II. at fifty-five,
Jamei IL. at sixty-sight, Mary at thirty-
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{ Diplomatic.

i  Tom—I've lost a dozen pairsof gloves
"to that girl, and I haven't a gou to buy

two, and Annie at filty-pine, James I

was dethroned it ous et bia g ot b e i zfﬂ'éa‘;‘lg-'t%d epd || thom with.

death, and it may be that being relieved | yence or 'Egeh h..’b.',:,’ ‘iuld over for Chaln s Aocordians ||| Dick—Tell her no one keeps the size
oe. , small enough for her little hands. She'll

of the caren of sovereignty lengthened
his life. The sovereigns of the present
reigring house ehow & longer average of
life than any of their predecessors.
George 1. lived to be sixty-meven,
George 1I. lived to be seventy-jeven,

reasons connected with the market price
in England. This year St. John will
pcssess splendid terminal facilities in
connection with the Intercolomisl—iwo
magnificents bertha for the largest type
of ocean ateamships and an elevator of
large capacity. Thus our opportunities

National Manuf'g Co.

. be just as pleased. —Pick Me Up:
DEPT. 235 TORONTO. :

e
! Toe Much For Any Man.,

{  There isn’t any one so good that it
' doesn’t make him mad to go home to
' dinner and find some one sitting in his

Boston, § Ashburtcn Place,
BOSTON UNIVERSITY

- for an increased export trede will be Law School. ! ohai 23
George L1L attained the age of elghty greatly improved and Bt. Jobnwill be| gun form opens Wednesday, Qct. 4, For | chaiz at the table.—Atchison Globs. .
the terminus of two great lises of rall. | elxeulars address
way, drawing their freight from differ. BAMUEL O, BERNETT, Dean.
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MOONLIGHT IN MUSIC.

Story of How Beethoven Oreated His |
Wonderful Sonata.

Beethoven’s famous composition, the
*Moonlight Sonata,’’ is said to have:
been composed under the following cir-
cumstances:

One evening, as Beethoven and a
friend were hurrying through the
streets of Bonn, they heard the familiar
notes of the ‘‘Sonata In F.”” Something
in the musician’s touch attracted the
attention of Beethoven, and he stopped
and listened. Suddenly the music stop-
ped, and the despairing words of the
musician came to them through the
open window, ‘‘Oh, if I could but hear-
some really good musician play tbis
wonderful piece!” and the words ended
in a sob.

‘“Let us go in,” eaid Beethoven.
They entered and found the player &
young girl, poer and blind. Beethoven
sat down at the old harpsichord and
played as he had never played before.
His listeners were spellbound. ‘‘Tell
us,’’ they begged, ‘‘who are you?’ For
answer he played the opening bars in
the ‘“‘Sonata In F.”’ ‘It is Beethoven!”’
they exclaimed in awe and admiration.

Suddenly the candle flickered and
went out. Beethoven ceased playing
and bowed his head upon his hand. His
friend threw open the shutters. A flood
of beautiful moonlight entered the
room. Its transfiguring light touched
up the poor old instrument and rested
upon the noble figure bowed before it.
The profound rilence was broken at last
by the musician, who said: ‘‘Listen! I
will improvise a sonata to the moon-
light.’’ Then was created this wonder-
ful sonata, beginning in a sad, tender
movement, the embodiment in sound of
the gentle moonlight trunsfiguring and
glorifying the dark earth.

Suddenly the music ceased, and with
a brief farewell Beethoven hurried
home to put upon paper this famous
;omposition.—l’huadelphia Saturday

'ost.

A REALISTIC ACT.

Amn Amuping Story of Jefferson aa
Rip Van Winkle.

While he was playing Rip Van
Winkle at Chicago Jefferson once
went to the theater very much exhaust-
ed by a long day’s fishing on the lake.
As the curtain rose on the third act it
disclosed the white haired Rip still deeg
in his 20 years’ nap. Five, 10, 20 min-
utes passed and he did not awaken. The.
audience began to get impatient and
the prompter uneasy.

The great actor doubtless knew what
he was about, but this was carrying the
realistio business too far. The fact was
that all this time Jefferson was really
gleeping the sleep of the just, or rather
of the fisherman who had sat eight
hours in the sun. Finally the gallery
became uproarious, and one of the
¢‘gods’’ wanted to know if there was
going to be ‘19 years more of this
snooze business!’’ :

At this point Jefferson began fto
gnore. This decided the prompter, whe
opened a small trap beneath the stage
and began to prod Rip from below. The
fagged comedian fumbled in his pocket
for an imaginary railway ticket and
muttered drowsily, “Going right
through, ’ductor.’’

At this entirely new reading the aun-
dience was transfixed with amazement,
when all at once Jefferson sal up with
a loud shriek, evidently in agony. The
exasperated prompter had ‘‘jabbed’’
him with a pin. Consciouaness of the
sitnation came to him and the play
went on after that with a rush.—Phila-
delphia Post.

A Binding Chinese Oath.

We are accustomed to all manner of
swearing—that is, of course, legal oath
taking—in this country, but we do no$
recolleot hearing of ®o queer a medium
of attestation as a ‘‘guillotined black
cockatoo.”” That is what the police of
a country district in New South Wales
bad to provide the other day for a fin-
icking Chinaman, who obstinately de-
clined to swear on anything else. Head-
less fowls were brought, but in vain.
Even a black swan, a luxury surely for
a Chinese witness, was declined. ;

After many daysa dead cockatoo of
the required hue was disgovered in a
hut of one of the other ‘*heathen,”’ as
they call the Celestials, who muloted
the officials 10 shillings for a fast decom-
posing bird. Then the solemn and pe-
culiar oath was duly administered, when
the difticult witness blandly declared
that he knew nothing about the case
and sat down smiling.—London Chron-
icle.

Revised Geography.

A correspondent reports an oceurrence
which took place at a nightschool. -

««Williams,’’ asked the instructor,
s‘which is the largest island in the
world?”’

“It’s either Asia oz Afrioa,’* replied
the young man to whom the question
was addressed. ‘s

I am speaking of ialands, Williams.
Those are continenta.'’

I think.mot, sir,’’ drawled Wil-
liams. ‘‘When the Suez canal was cut,
it made islands of both of ‘em, sir.
Come to think of it, sir, tho largest is
Asia and Europe. It's all one piece of
ground.’’—Youth’s Companion.
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His First Client.

In an address delivered at Hartford
the Rev. Dr. Edward Everett Hale told
the story of James Russell Lowell’s first
client as Lowell had told it to bim.
Lowell had hardly opened his law office
when a stranger appeared. The young
lawyer deferentially offered him &
chair, took out his notsbook, talked of
the weather, and when he finally came
to business found tbhs stranger was &
biil collector.

““What will be the cost of the war?”’
asked Queen Augusts when French and
Germans grew belligerent. “QOnly &
Napoleon,’’ replied Bismarck.

A fine ostrich is caloulated %0 yidd
$3,000 worth of feathers. t
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