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garden, but in the practical “se
ment” in full operation in the teach-

er's resid

“We are fighting jor a wo:ihy

1 sar coms i thet purpose has been fully achieved. "-~H. M. The King.
T0 THE PEOPLE OF THL \IVIRE~ Bvery fighting unlt we can

send to the front means one step nearer Peace.

purpose, and we sha i hot lay down

s

THAT SEED FIASCO.
——

‘ Mo, Mr. Tweeddale's report for the
| Agrioultural Department for the fiscal
year closing October 31st last has been
distributed in the Legislature and tho
members by this time have had an
opportunity of seeing what a poor busi-
ness the Minister has made of the
administration of his department.

The report is less entertaining than
it would be if the Minister had taken
the public into his complete confidence
and revealed all the details of his de-
partmental activities. There are
many things he does not tell but which
the public should be inrormed upun.i
For instance his notorious fiasco in|
the purchase and re-sale of seed is notl
told of in anything like the detail it
deserves.

When Mr. Tweeddale was questione 1|
last year on his plans for the sale of |
seed he launched into a glowing de-|
scription of the methods by which he;

expected to supply the very best seeds;
to the farmers of this country and nll!
without one cent of expense to the!
public. The government would hm‘{
the seed; the eager agriculturists, alli
agog to secure the bargains, would
rush to the cars with cash or approv-
ed commercial paper and purchase |
what they required. Those who had
the cash would pay on delivery but
those who lacked that useful medium
of modern exchange—and here is the
most beautiful part of the plan—wm\ld!
deposit their approved paper and be |
fore October 31st would liquidate Uwi“[
debt to the province
would be that the farmers would have
their seed, the province would be paid
in full and Mr. Tweeddale's namej
would go in the provincial hall ot‘
fame as the most wonderful Minister|
of Agriculture in captivity. |
But something slipped.
ernment purchased the seed, the farm-
ers in turn obtained it. but the alleged |
plan of payment did not work out as
expected. The sad fact was that whea
the due date for the paymenis cam
around the payments did not. and thi
session the doughty Minister
forced. to admit that his department

result

The ne

The gov-

Was

had lost thousands of doliars cn they

~ deal.
Now the farmers of New Br
are not dishonest; neither
unable to pay their bills
the fact that they did not pay
either to unpardonable laxity
agricultural department or possil
understandin~ existed tha vl
political services had been
to the government of which M 1
dale is an ornament the seed woull
apply as a sort of payment on account.
It should be understood that the
people from whom the government
purchased the seed

nswick

received their

money but the government itself v«'ns1

less fortunate. That is why in the
public accounts for the year ending
October 31st, 1917, the seed wheat ac-
count stands like this:
Purchase of seed by govern

TN SR S O ..$30.442.17

Sale of seed by government 18,891
Government's loss on the
transaction .... .......n $11,551.40

Oh yes, the Honorable J. Fletcher
,_va'l‘weeddulp, Minister of Agriculture, i3
‘# certainly the most wonderful specimen
§ of the kind in captivity.
—r e

“SOLDIERS OF THE SOIL.”

To obtain the mnecessary labor for
farm work in Canada during the pres-
ent season an effort is being made to
enlist 25,000 boy volunteers to be
known as Soldiers of the Soil., The
demands of war have made such in-
roads upon the man-power of the
npation that in no other way can the
requisite labor be secured and those
jn charge of the Greater Production
Campaign are straining every nerve
to make the new plan the success it
must be it we are to produce anything
like the required quantity of food-
stuffs.

The urgency of the call for heip

the statistics in the following table
ghowing the requirements of the dif-
ferent provinces in Canada:
Provinces.

g and summer.
for the harvest.

Nova Scotia—2,600 mores men

ler helpers than before.
{direction some of the most effective

{the possibility of famine becoming a

. ance with his service to the country—

: | not to be expressed in terms of dollars

may be more readily appreciated from

,000 more men needed for
7.000 more

10,000 more men need-

A AN I

British Columbia—Men scarce.

ded

From Mr. Thornton's summary it
can be seen that education problems
in Manitoba are really difficult, but his
showing seems to indicate that that
province is working hard in the direc-
tion of efficiency and has already made
much commendable progress.

It is necessary for this and prob-
ably the next two years that Canada
shall supply a still greater proportion
of the foodstufts to be imported by
Britain, France and Italy and the ex-
tent of this demand can be realised
by a comparison of the import re-
quirements of the countries named in
the five great cereal crops, wheat, bar-
ley, oats, rye and corn. The season’s
requirements in these limes compared
with the pre-war imports of the coun-
tries named are as follows:

Pre-war. 1918.
Wheat ...... 312,684,000 525,085,000
Barley 54,000,000 69,000,000
oats ... .. 97,000,000 171,000,000
Rye . 5,549,000 28,271,000
Corn .. 115,048,000 151,135,000

Thus it can be seen that Canada’s
task is to raise larger crops with few-
And in that

sort of war service can be done. Can-
ada requives men to reinforce the lada
so bravely fighting in France and
Flanders but she also needs willing,
stout-hearted ‘“volunteers to till the
acres at home and thus help to keep
the home fires burning and prevent

dread reality for our overseas allles.
The being as they are tha
movement to enroll boys for work in
food production should receive every
encouragement. The “Soldiers of the
Soil” have a part to play in this strug-
gle the importance of which cannot be
In New Brunswick the
work of enrolling the army will com-
mence on April 28th and it is abso-
lutely necessary that the undertaking
shall be successful.
e P O —

SALARIES OF PUBLIC MEN.

facts

over-estimated

Noting that the salary of the Pre-
mier of Ontario has been raised to a
igure equivalent to the sum paid to
1e Prime Minister of Canada, an ex-
that the remunera-
Robert Borden should be
|substantially increased. It is not at
all likely that Sir Robert would de
velop any degree of enthusiasm for
A wealthy man, he
the money, and if the
idea is to recompense him in accord-

change st osts

| tion of Sir

such a proposal

does not nees

it can’t be done. The patriotic states.
nanship of such a public man as Sir
Robert Borden is above price. It is

and cents.

There might be something in a sug
gestion however that the sessional in-
demnity of members of the Dominion
Parliament might be Increased, al-
though it is doubtful if the Govern-
| ment would support such a movemen*.
At the same time it should be remem
{bered that not all public men are
i\vealthy. and while it may be said that
‘,whcn they accepted nomination they
understood the remuneration attached
{to membership in the House of Com-
mons and should have had a reason-
;ably accurate conception of the exs
“penses it would involve, yet the fact
{that a man is a member of the Cana-
§<1ian parliament will not serve to re-
{duce the costs of living and at the
present figures a six months’ residence
in Ottawa must be a hardship to many
of them.

|

e

EDUCATION IN MANITOBA.

Educational workers in the Province
of New Brunswick who fancy their lot
is east in difficult places are still free
from many of the obstacles under
which teachers in the western prov-
inces labor. An indication of these
obstacles is furnished by Homn. R. S.
Thornton, Minister of Education in the
Manitoba government, when, speaking

mary of the methods adopted to im-
prove the school facilities in certain

non-English districts of that province.
Within & triangular district of about

tion.

able.

before the Legislature, he gave a sum-

ten miles to each side mot far from
Winnipeg were many sections where
the school buildings were old and
greatly lacking in proper accommoda-
Other sections had mo school
buildings. Everywhere there was dif-
ficulty in securing teachers, becaus>
no suitable boarding places were avail-

The department grappled with the
problem by putting the official trustee]
in charge. Since 1915 he has been in-
strumental in building 112 new schools, |
-|each accommodating fifty children.

| LETTERS TO
ot THE ED

THE FACTS ABOUT
THE VANWART CASE

St. John, N. B, April 6, 1918
To The Editor of The Standard,
Sir,—The attached letter is being,
this day, sent the Telegraph for publi-
cation, Will you kindly publish it in
your next issue?

J. L. McAVITY,
Lieutenant-Colonel,
Comanding 1 Depot Battalion, N. B. R,
St. John, N. B, April 6, 1818,

Editor of the Telegraph,

Sir,—The finding of the coroner’s
jury in the matter of the death of No.
32565597, Pte. James VanWart and your
editorial comment of this date cannot
pass unchallenged.

VanWart was brought into the guard
room of my battalion shortly after
eleven a. m, of the 26th March. Two
military police were the escort and
he was handed over to the sergeant

e

der the Military Service Act. No men-
tion was made at the time that the
man was sick. His appearance was
that of a man who had spent the night
in a police cell. He was placed in the
detention room and about 11.30 a. m.
a prisoner informed the sergeant that
VanWart was ill. The sergeant of the
guard immediately despatched a run-
ner for the battalion medical officer,
but as this officer was on a sanitary in-
spection of the quarters he was not lo-
cated until about a half an hour after-
wards. In the meantime VanWart
walked about and the sergeant asked
him if he felt able to walk to the medi-
cal office. He replied in the affirma-
tive and at 12.20 he was sent to the
medical office under escort. He ar-
rived there at 12.30 and was given im-
mediate medical attention by Capt.
Smith, my M, O. The ambulance was
summoned and arrived within a short
time and the man was taken to the
hospital at once.

These are the facts.

of the guard as being a defaulter un-|

_Absilootly, sed ma,
you that in my opinion the
without ixception
human neck.
‘Wat, this scarf? sed pop.

pline ignorants, and I

puffs, and ma sed, Partly in
abserd critisizm in all my life.

necktie
the

1 hope you take my critisism in the
eye, its jest plane ignorants, thats wat it is, jest
marvil at your lack of taist,
litt a segar and wawked out of.the room smoaking it b
favor of it indeed, I never herd stich an

combination of colors 1

rite spirit, sed ma.

sed . And he
fearse

s

waltress to bring him a knife. Not
knowing the French word to use, he
held up & fork and said, “C d

mnnemuoummm

Gray of Kingston, -.

camrade.” The girl
and presently returned with another
fork. ‘No, no,” cried the officer, and
holding up the fork again he said,
“Fiancee, flancee.” “Ah, oul,” laugh-
ed the girl and in a moment she had
brought him the required article.

The Restive Button.
Indignant Wife—What on earth do
you do to your clothes to keep mé
sewing on buttons this way?
Apologetic Husband—I don’t know,
my dear. 1 merely touch the button
—71 can’t imagine what does the rest.
—Baltimoré American.

TWO LINERS
ARRVE WITH
RETURNED MEN

Plenty of Mail from the Boys
“Over There"—First Con-
tingent Men Among the
Number — Heroes Mostly
Western Men.

With 117 passengers aboard, 2,000
bags of mail and a heavy cargo, a
transatlantic liher arrived in port on
Saturday morning. Shortly after
leaving England the steamer was com-

VanWart told one of the prisoners
that he had been badly treated at the
police station, having been placed in
a cell without blankets.

In my opinion the verdict of the
coroner’s jury was at variance with
facts according to the newspaper ac-
count of the evidence, and any ad-
verse criticism against the military
authorities is uncalled for and unfair.
1 may add that the coroner did not,
at any time ask my medical officer or
myself to be present nor were we ever
advised when the inquest would be
concluded.

ing whatever to do with defaulters un-
der the Military Service Act until they
are handed over by the Dominion Po-
lice. From my statement you will note
that he was not handed over to me un-
til about 11 a. m.
Will you give this letter as great
a degree of publicity as you have the
adverse criticisms of the military
authorities?
J. L. MCAVITY,
Lieutenant-Colonel,
Commanding 1 Depot Battalion, N. B.
R., formerly O. C. 26th Battalion,

The military authorities have noth-!

pelled to return to port, having been
| “wounded” by @& submarine. She trans-
ferred her passengers on this occa-
,sion and went on the drydocks for re-
{pairs. Her second voyage out was

Capt. Lotcher went overseas with
di d|the 40th talion and t twg and
a half years in France. He is one of

four brothers who answered the call
of Empire and all enlisted in the first
year of the war, Of the four two have
paid the supreme sacrifice, one being
killed at the Somme and the other at
the third battle of Ypres gnd the third
was wounded and invalided home some
time ago.

Capt. Letcher has been one of the
lucky ones and has escaped so far
without a wound although in the last
battle he was in he had a narrow es
cape. A shell burst just over his head
and ‘a plece of the shrapmel hTt his
“tin pot” and nearly knocked it oft
his bead. He brought the hat home
as a souvenir.

After reaching England Capt. Letch-
er was drafted to the 2nd Canadian
Ploneer Battalion and was through
some of the heaviest fighting the
Canadian troops experienced. He was
through the Hill 70 and Passachen-
daele shows and said the Camadlans
did wonderful work at both of these
engagements,

Lieut. McDonald went to France in
the 3rd Battery, 1st Division, as &
gunner, and by good work was advanc:
ed to his present position. He serv-
ed under Lieutenant, mnow Major,
Ralph Hayes and gives that officer
great praise, He sald the Canadian
1st Division artillery were looked up-

PR |

the field speaks for itself.
These men will leave today for their
homes.
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The Diamond
Earns Its Keep

k There’s more than sentiment-—more
than love of the beautiful in the pur-
chase of a Diamond today; the Dia-
mond always earns its keep, and will,
more than likely yield @ handsome
profit, for prices are soaring rapidly

Our large collection of Diamonds
composed of the better grades, com-
prises rarely beautiful specimens in
loose and mounted gems which awalt
your carefu] inspection.

FERGUSON & PAGE

41 KING
STREET
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Wire Door Mats for Pub-
lic Buildings or Private
Residences.

*Mf E. AGAR,

Auto Top Bows,
Auto Top Covering

on as the crack artillery of the whole 5
army, Imperial or Colonial, and that Emm. wm TOP Bows, Auto Grease and Oil
Lieut.-Col. Magee was one of the best A
over there. B Express Wagon Top Cover-  Tire Carriers

Lieut. McDonald rcfused to discuss ing, s .
his own part in tho fighting but the Imperial Auto Tires, and
tact that he won his commission on Axle Grease, Inner Tubes

« e = 51-530ﬁon$ﬁut

Phone 818. St. John, N. B.

{more fortunate and she sailed across
| without any imterruptions. Included in
|the passengers were a number of of-
ficers, who served with the Allied ar-
I mies in different branches of the ser-
vice. Some were aviators;’ others in-
tantrymen, while others did work with
the heavy guns.
| Two bodies werd beought trom: Hn:
land to Canada for:interment. They
were Lieut. Reid of ‘Belleville, and Pt
H. McLeilan of Campbeliton.

Captain Christopher O'Kelly was one
of the noted soldiers on board.' He
won the Victoria Ctoss and the Mili-
tary Cross for distinguishing himself
on two different occasions on the west-
ern front. His home is in Winnipeg.
Lieut.-Col. Jenkins of the A. M. C.,
also arrived in the city on Saturday.
Col. Jenkins was the proud wearer of
the D. S. 0. His home is in Prince
Edward Island.

Lieut. H. D. Mitchell of the Royal
Irish Rifies, formerly a member of the
Princess Pats, who was twice wound-
ed, the last §me at Cambral, was a

Woodward

SPRING 1S HERE.

gentle joys of Spring?
your soul like everything?
awake at early dawn

the sparrows on the lawn?

cleaning fill your icy

joy?

bliss without alloy?

Do you long to
and to whack some parlor rugs,
a preventive sure for bugs?
the sharp crack of the bat?
ing out the first straw hat?
once so muddy, hard and firm?
ing out the early worm?

,old Nature's going some;

showers of %:lng have come!

Are you ready, are you ready, for the
Do the vernal breezes blowing cheer
Does it make you gayer, gladder, to C

And to hear the cheerful chirping of

heart with
Do y(;u look on upset living as pure
beat some carpets,
And to scatter 'round some powder,
Do you yearn with eager jonging for
Do you want to win distinction, wear-|
Do you want to see the sidewalks,
Do you want to watch the robin yank-
If you do, you'll soon be, happy, for}
Winter's icy reign is ended, and the

Somerville Journal.

France.
student at McGill when the wa> broke
i1 @ |out. He left on Saturday for his hame et
| A BIT OF VERSE L in Providence, R. I.
& dron d

C

had the honor to assist in the destruc-
tion of the Bresiau. On this occasion
the squadron also bombarded the Boe-
Ban, but the Germans managed to get
her away. In the same squadron was
Lieut. Harold Arundel, D. 8. 0, D. 8.
He participated in the destruc-
tion of the Breslau and did some fine
work at the Dardanelles.

Captain J. Alexander, formerly of
Toronto University, who arrived on

Do sweet thoughts of Spring hous&‘me steamer, is considered one of the
best night observers in the aerial ser-

vice.
Aviation Corps.

Others on board the steamer were:
wan,

ronto,

C., and who saw service in Italy;

ment;

Toronto.
Another Liner Arrives.
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More Economical.
“Oh, you men!
lies out of whole cloth.”

remuants?”
A Boston Child.
“Our child is

may believe
 plays.”—Kansas

You manufacture

“aAnd what do you WomMen use—

ada. In the
officers who have seen service

doing good work on the firing line.

Gilbert of Kingsto
are Capt. Letcher

lc.

Lieut. F. Methers of Manitoba re-
turned home to be transferred to the

Captain G. F. Nelson, of Saskatche-
who is a member of the R. A.
M. C.; Lieut. Arthur Purvis, of To-
who is a member of the R. F.

Lieut. S. E. Lyons, of Toronto, & mem-
ber of the Queen’s Royal West Regi-
Lieut. H. Saville, R.. F. C, of
#Hamilton, Ont.; Lieut. B. Pierson, of

Among the men who arrived in the
ity yesterday on a liner which docked
in the morning were two, first com-
tingent men who have been granted
jeave of absence for the
visiting their homes in Can-
party were three other
in
France and are home on leave after

The first contingent men are Lieut.
D. A. McDonald of Regina and Lieut.
n; the other three
of Springhill, N. 8.;

Whole Wheat Four, Graiam Flouy
Rye Flour, Buckwheat Flour

H.PETERS SONS,LiMiTED
- St John, N. B. . :

COLD BY GIVING
SYRUP OF FIGS

Cleanses the little liver and
bowels, and they get well
quick.

When your child suffers from a cold
don’t wait; give the little stomach,

ExtraCLeatherBe

Iting
MANUFACTURED BY Fodin s

- D. K. MCLAREN, LIMITED
Also Balata, Rubber and Canvas Shtdnd" Belting

S8TOCK DEPOT

Phone M. 1121. 920G in St.

P. 0. Box 702

liver and bowels a gentle, thorough
cleansing at once. When cross, peev-
ish, listless, pale, doesn't sleep, eat or
act naturally; if breath is bad, stom-
ach sour, give a teaspoonful of “Cali-
tornia Syrup of Figs,” and in a few
hours all the clogged-up, constipated
waste, sour bile and undigested food
will gently move out of the bowels,
and you have a well, playful child

It your child coughs, snuffles and
has caught cold or is feverish or has
a sore throat give a good dose of
“California Syrup of Figs” to evacu-
ate the bowels no difference what
other treatment is given.
Sick children needn’t be coaxed 4o
take this harmless “fruit laxative.”
Millions of mothers keep it handy be-
cause they know its action om the
stomach, liver and bowels is prompt
and sure. They also know a little
given today saves a sick child tomor-
row.
Ask your druggist for a bottla of
“California Syrup of Figs,” which con-
1ains directions for babies, children of
all ages and for grown-ups plainly on
the bottle. Beware of terfeits
sold here. Get the genuine, made by
“California Fig Syrup Company.”

OBITUARY.

Mrs. Alice Doherty.

The many friends of Mrs. Alice Do-
herty, wife of Pilot Joseph Doherty,

dry Lath in stock.

For Lath, Clapboards,
ﬁringlec or rough lum-

ete. and i

foned semedy that has

b«-ume‘-—fk::v:
years and can:

z-pbeed because of

real merit.
cleanser

'Phone Main 1893.

The Christie Wood-

working Co., Ltd.
186 Exin Street.

B0 equal.
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the year when the blood is

from indoor sving, oty g
it yous store,

25 %% timea a5 targe $1.00.

THE BRAYLEY DRUG CO. Limited,
$T. JOHN, . B,

ask for Dr 'l_lngm

‘Wormstick Candy for Cnildren,

will be grieved to learn of her death
which occurred yesterday, The deceas-
ed leaves besides her family a wide
circle of friends. Besides her bus-
band there survives one daughter,
Miss Mary, at home; also taree broth-|
ers and two sisters. The brothers are
Joshua Corkery of this city, Thomas
of California, and David of Boston;
also two sisters, Mrs. Wm. Cotter of
this city, and Mrs, James O'Neill of
Brighton, Mass. °
.hgld from her
late residence, 174 Sydney street, to-
morrow forhing, at 8.45 o'clock, to
St. John the Baptist Church for High
Mass of Requiem.

THE BEST QUALITY AT
A REASONABLE PRICE

BUSINESS MEN
ani

Arve just as anxious to discover
loy well trained and tal hely

IENIOY LIF

< ability. Tnabili

as young people are to secure good po

No better time for
o beginning
paration than just sow. e

nd Tl Tateusmation sl 1o S oS
Eye strain means head- fo any sd

a grouch. Come to us
and we'll fit you with
glasses that will remove
the cause—eye strain and
change you from a pessi-
mist to an optimist. Let
us help you to enjoy life.

Should not be giv

which has interes
recommending it t
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