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A Year of War. od unscathed from a year's perils 1::’1
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: . C. K. WARRINGTON. * day, May t5th, when word came of the Joss, through colli-
Bllllh-.ihupn]tpw keeping Festal Day, this &6  gion in T”kdlm; sight, of the Cruiiser Yoshino;
spicious eleveath of February,  Mount Fuji, the king an * and the-destriction, by & foating mibe in the high seas,
priest of all the Sunrise land, stands forth fajr und  of the fine Lin Ship, usg ; and the num-
in his ermine robes. Ja city and hamlet the stusets ave gay " ‘ber of smiller eeald Which havt ciile 10 grief is 2ot in
.with the red and white of the Sunriseflag. Men ber  the agyregatesmall. But peactically “W"‘l“'

that this is ‘Japag’s Natal Day, commemorative of the ing sirength of the Fiert may be considered unimpaired,
jounding of the Empire by tbe’ first Sowereign, Jimme nluupm geilant bleejackets are looking about,. so
Tenn>, in 660 B, C; and also her Constitution Day, on 1o spe +k, for new worlds to conqier. On February 6th of
which, 16 years sioce, His Imperial Majesty Mutsuhito, thé  Jast yesr Admiral Togo led forth his squadron from Sasebo
_reignitg ediperor. wmumnwdtklmhl!ﬂiﬂ‘hﬁ at 1o gtrike the first blow of the war ; and on the same day
once gave Japan a place, as regards civil liberty and ea- of Wﬂﬂ%“’“ Iﬁ Tokio to direct the at-
lightenment, in the front rank of nations. They recall,  tack on the new Armada from the Paltic, and to carry the
also. that it was on this day, three years'ago, that public  war," il necessary, not “into,” but uato, “Alrica.”
amfgouncement was made of the Anglo Japanese Alliance, ~ Butleaving the wayy to magch foith to mew achieve.
» by which Japan entered fully into the fel'owship of modern  ments down the “Wet Sea Ways," let us ask what account
pations; and, especially, that on the eve of this day last . the land forces have baen able to give of themselves. The
- year the Emperor's proclamatioh was made to the nation boys in Khalki have not been cutdone by the boys in blue.
that war had been declared agamst Russia. With the We expected great things'of the Fleet; for the Japaneseare
return of this great national anniversary wé paturally look a'mation of ulm and take 1o the water like ducks, and
back over the past twelve months. When 1 wrote my last  we knew that in the ‘navy -they had a first. class modern
letter to the MussENGER AN ViSITOR, l!e:ded “The War in _ fighting machige, well found and reliable in - evéry way.
the Far East, and footed “Feb. 11, ‘04.” the great struggle Buthow would the Army come through its maiden struggle,
ha just opened. ~ Three days earlier, indeed, Admiral Togo its ficst collision with a western Power, and that Power,
off Port Artbur, had “Fired the gun heard round the world”; no less than the Great Bear, ‘the dread of the
the Russiaa fleet drawn up off the Tiger's Tail had reé- pations.  The gentle reader can imagine the anxiety
ceived its first shattering blow; and under the muezles of = with which we waited for tidings of ‘the nrst weeting of
the enemy’s guts in tbe barbour of Chemulpo the van. of the oop'siog forces 04 land, and then for the news of the
Japan’s First Army had Janded in Korea. But jt “was on' ‘firs great engagement. . But as the world knows, when

the rith that the message to the nation was made knowp -
and that official tidingsof Japan’s initial successes “were
received by the country at large.

"It has been a great year, not ooly for the nations most

dizrctly concerned in the conflict waging, but for the whole -

Yhe news came it was uvmublyone of victory, and. soon
.whenever the bells of the “extra’ boys set ‘the streets jing-
‘ling we would say to ourselves, “I wondér what good news
thereis to-dey from the front.”

a4 this'na*ional haltlay, the wounded ‘oldwt lads lying

world What the ouicome of the events now in progress i the fiospitals, as they sip their tmy cups ol tea ; and
will be, for all the Yellow races, and for “All the Russias,” 4pe lopely pareats of these Mnu,ﬁ- 1ads, and of the
and for *he modern world at large, it would need a bold brave boys yonder amid the Maochufias stows, and of the
man to proph-cy: but it is sale to gay that providence sis many thousands abbve whom those spows are already
marching on with mighty steps. ‘A dew era bas’ begun. dﬂ"'ﬂ'. as they p.m at Mmﬂ. feasts in their straw-
We expect o see a new Japad and a new Russia, aod in- g in and plaia, will
ciden'ally 1 néw Korea and a new China, as a part of the m.‘ ia m,,,’ the ‘mﬂu events that have taken
results of the present making bare of the arai of God in the place ashore. "V hey will tell again with pride how the van
eyes of the pations, Not that the sword is mightier th'n  of Koroki's army swooped down upon Pheag yang, the
other and gentler forces through which he has been work- strategic paint d‘m'm &t & stroke placed Japan s
ing. “This conflict is not merely the clash of two great ag. protegd, the wice Hermit Nation, outside the areay of
gregations of brute force, thie collision of gigantic fighting Stiuggle ; and how thet arny, Baviag made its boid desh
machioes hucled together by the Mkado and the Lagr,  Looee the Valn, wnd raptured Chinlisncheng ou the Man-
Behind it and it theos 15 » coliflict Ok ieas; & collision of 4 g side, fought it waystendily uwaagh a meustain .
“ydeals of civilisation, a shock: of moral aod inteliectunl 44 bristling with Kussian guos, toward-the heart of the
world movements.  Every blow which Yamato Himg no enpmy’s defoscn. . They wi | wadl of she vod march vorth.of
Mkoto, the Virgia Danghter of Japhn, has deiven home  uuy .‘, ”'.,. hends with Naroki's forees, s mwoh
theough #he tollops o' fat on the ribs of the Rusei d by the ke binitins of Telissn and Tushs.
has receive | much of its effectiveness fcom the moral ud ” They will tell of the warible strugghe of o wrek's
intellectial quickening which bas come from .“T’ yeis of  gention with  which m clossd, when the
contact with the thaught and hife ol the west, The modem m araves drove “the Rusiingy  owt of Liso.
army aed pavy is the Hammor of Thor,—ol the Wanior " yung ~days whas mon's blood §owed like water and the
Princess. Yamato, ~and the native vigor and valor of the and wousded bind 10 be eounted in tis ol thousabds.
pation is the arm which wields it; but through the hears of b oin- e, ton, Of the great fight six weeks later, on
Thor the new thought and lile lmmbqud the sea direct yny Sua, fn which Karopatiin, for the brst time venturing
the blow.  on the offensive, was burded back with » Jom of soventy
The story of the war for the year rast is tod well known, thousand men; and of the mqm“m
at least in its salieot features, 10 the gentle reader of the L sear the Huo, whers & firre battle iw & Jenusty
Mussgnoer Anp Visiron, to need re-telling.  He has had snowstorm .ﬁ_hm kilied and wounded on
his gecular morning paper wita columas of news from  the Liper side: Nor will they Jorget-ibe daring deeds wrought
front almost daily, 2 d the clear and compreheneive su- by the Port Arthur army ‘M*‘ oartow blade of the
mary of each week s events in his excellent religious week- Regent's Sword, the ‘,.g.u made on - the forts in
ly Even if he has b en discouraged from any close uiten. August, simultaneously with bhtli of Linoyang, and
.tion to the details of the corflict by the outlandish nemes, o pich oost Japan 10,000 men; the ‘heroic capture of “203
_];panue, Korean, Chinese, and Russiap,—which have Metre Hill * November 30th, which placed the harbour at
d in the war columus of the daily papers, like the  ¢ne murey of the Jspaness guns; and foally the surrender,

hogua.ndﬂ:alnﬁyptof old, he bas at ickst become by Gene HSI ; lmﬂ”"'"l%..ﬂhhﬂud of
aware that the year past will go downmbn-:oryu

A YEAR OF VICTORIES

for the doughty Islanders, A year ago Russia bad in q

eastern waters the flowrr'of her Navy, a splendid fleet ‘tell it over, umwﬂmﬁmﬁdhﬂhbﬁm
counted equal 10 the entire sea. strengthi of Japan, and’ and magy teus of thousands of safferérs in thé crowded
worth in hard gold forty or filty  mitlioss i&(ﬁng 1t hospitals. W‘t 3 “year

you look for that fleet today you will find two or three fightin art
damaged ships i practical blockade at Viadivostock, and -
-afew dsarmed fugitives ju meatral ports along the China
coust; but us for the'fleet as & whole, the tides of the Paci-
ﬁc ebb aad flow through‘iu SMFMWB- That crus!

" swept:
mmmmmwa Port Arthur
y lef memwmyﬂn war o

are sunk in shallow water at Chemulpo and Port
and ihe thrifty Japanese are hoping to add many of them ud
fo/their own pavy: There is even some bold talk of throw.
ing 4 dam across the mouth of the harbour at Port Arthar, web
.dbmo! 600 yards, snd pumping the harbour d 1

mmnm«mm“

thusiasm that sccompanies a direct and mﬂi&l&
ment with the foe. The multiplicity of Christian services

had not yet arisen (o break up Mn—dmhru make '

fractions of her fighting unit. . .

thdﬂhhmmmhnﬂny
and & marvelously diversified service. characterize the
Chrigtian Jife of this day. No “catalogue contains all of
thie classified activities of church work.

hu-hoap-ctmmauﬁnmnﬁouw in view:
of gertain church mulhphmly spplmtmmduud!uwh
life. Can it be that in this diversified enmergies of the
chumhbuom-hmoioliﬂhyndmmdﬁzhﬁumwm
in peril 2 Will the complexity of mm be Bulu-
doing 2 Shail the church give birth o boards,

sorieties and committees, and thed ﬁnﬂiﬁgﬂ-tbco‘pm‘

have absorbed much of the eoth once ded her,
and even appropriate much of the supporting energies of

much willing househiold ? Is there appareat in the diver- .
sified life of thochmcﬁ lethl’el.lmm‘ hoqu to

break up ecclesiastical solidity ?

_ This'is 4 possible peril that every man undertakes to
eolist the ‘men and money of the faithful, overburdened,
variously engaged church public begins to feel, if hecan-
not see. “Increased machinery demands increased power.
There must be added mn&s‘!mm storage cells when-
ever you lengthen the wire whose qumm moves.

. long lines of cars, Bmmndﬂminth Mmm ’
take the place of hmt-throb,uor anything short of a gen-
uine life-center nmn 0 life. - The church must therefore:

seek to retain within her, in one way or another, the old: ~

mussed center of the apostolic church,

There was at least three great things that fired the heart
of the early eburch and fused her men into a fighting . uait.

She guthered about a keen, aflectionate memory of - the
pmonolmm Howuyvtbdmhn‘ real, unden--
isble, wis lity, Intervening years had:
vot d nn mp&riuo«tﬂuo&hﬁlp«wﬂ. Everyone-
saw Him He wis not obscared by the banhers ands
-baggagesy) suxiliaries. “Jesus, my Lord,” was the rally
cry, pot lofally to pledge or vow or instititios. The church:
to day, amidst the clamor of het various cohorts, the nrders.
_of her executives, the hue and cry of agencies and com-
mittens, will keep hersell sofidly unified if aboye everything
#loe i Bar Tife ghe sons with that old time viﬂh-‘ﬂn
premoce of her Lord.

A undoubting seu of the world's need of the gospel
wis “anather inciting and sustaining conviction at *the
henet of the enrly chanoh 1t dasin, 1 was the
puin at the world's beart and the shadow on the world's
Iile. It wat nog & comoeption of sin born of the theory thut
MMMM.‘&(MM
Mw“btﬁﬂﬂnd
ulun::;m :u-‘hlbl wm»—
godiike must be brought back,  This gospel
work rescue work. 1t made church life mot seatimental
pervios but a work as
When the church holds soft, yielding and amb
dh,udmbbwuh&yadw its
presence, she has lost the unifying power iammiu
call of apostolic evangelism. =+ ; :

uader the conviction that
meet it and cure it  Nor were

der. ]

worth. Itdnwl’nllmuauml. murdering dietm e
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