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The position of the Germaa soldier in
relation to his superior . officer .is
certainly not one to be envied. From
German Soldier. a decision handed down in a case
lately tried at Dessau it appears that
under no circumstances does a soldier of the Kaiser possess
the right of self-defence against an attack by a superior
officer.. If an officer, in a drunken revel, pleascs to wound
or kill a private soldier it is the duty of the latter to submit
without striking a blow in self-defence.  The fscts of the
case alluded to above ara given as follows: Sergeant
Heine, who was drunk, entered a public dancing saloon and
insulted two girls, who were in the company of two soldiers
named Guenther and Voight. The girls appealed to their
companions for protecticn, and the soldiers protested to
Heine, who drew his sword. He made a drunken lunge
with the weapon and slightly wounded ove of the girls. A
violeat scuffle ensued, in which Heine was disarmed and
felled to the floor. Guenther and Voight were arrested for
striking their superior officer. In the course of the trial the
prisoners’ counsel contended that they haa acted in self-
defence. He declared that it was permissable for soldiers
to defend honor and life against a superior. ‘Nothing of
the sort,” responded the prosecuting counsel,  ‘Self defence
is @ conception that does not exist in the relations between
soldiers and their superiors,’ Counsel for the defence asked :
‘Must a soldier allow himself to be unresistingly slaughtered
by a superior officer ' The prosecutor replied, ‘Yes.! The
court, however, partially dissented from this view of the
case of a soldier whose life was endangered, explaining that
the soldier might parry, although he must not strike a
counter blow. The prisoners were each sentenced to five
years' hard labor, in addition to which they were dismissed
from the army and deprived of their civil rights, ‘Heine
was sentenced to three months' imprisonment for assault.
A demand that he be degraded to the ranks was refused.

The Case of the

The aims and hopes of the Russian
Anti-Government students and othere who united in
: a great demonstration in St. Peters-
Demonstration burg on Sunday, Dec. 11, may be
worthy of respect but it must appear
in St Petersburg. that as to time and method their de-
monsiration was ill-considered and
will prove worse than fruitless in respect to immediate re-
sults. A St Petersburg despatch describes as follows what
took place in the Nevsky Prospect
“Towards 1 o'clock the workman and students seemed
to swarm towards the corner of the Hotel Europe, opposite
the Kazan Cathedral. The police tried in vain to keep
back the human tide. Then, when there was not a single
mounted policeman in sight, from the heart of the thickly
wedged crowd a blood red flag suddenly shot up. It was
the I, - Other flags appeared in other parisof the
wmv‘m; frantically overhead, and they were greeted
with & hoarse roar, “Down with sutocracy ? _l e sty-
dents surged into the street singing the “Marseillaise.” Dis-
mounted police made & single attempt to force their way
{pto the crowd to wrest the flags from the demonstrators
but the students anl workman, armed with sticks, stood
close and beat back their assailants. Then jike a flash from
behind the cathedral came wheeling a ¢quadron of gendar-
merie. The doors of adjourning courts were thrown back
‘and battalions of police came out. A double squadron
charged the flank of the demonsirators u'xgh drawn sabres.
Five other squadrons circled the mob, cuttivg through- the
fringe of spectators. The main wedge of the demonstrator§”
stood fast only a moment cr two. There was a sharp rat-
tle of cudgels and sabres, though the \ynunds bhowed’ghc
police stPlick principally with the flat of their sabres The
womien were especially fierce in their resstance. Many
were struck and trampled and blood streamed down their
faces. The police urged their horses hermly into the crowd,
driving before them those who resisted. The intense excite-
ment lasted about ten min\.\tes,_nftc_'r which mounted officers
Jept the wrowd moving. Considering the sharp fight the
rioters had put up, the police acted humanely with the
ctowd. There nere probably a hundred broken heads, and
several were severely wounded, though none fatally, so far
@8 is ascertainable. So far“there have been over 100 ar-
rests, The test distress is expressed by conservative
Liberals-over the day's events, all declaring that just when
the fate of the Zemstvo programme was in the balance such
& fruitless outbreak will be sure to prejudice every observer
and put the strongest weapon in the hand of the bureacratic
reactionaries. = i
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In an official memorandum recently
The British and issued, dealing with the future dis-
tribution and mobilization of the
. Forelgn Navies. Bntish fleet, Lord Selborne, First
Lord of the Admirality, makes some
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interesting remarks on the development of foreign navies
throughout the world, constitu‘ing, in Lord Selborne’s view
a new and definite stage of naval affairs in the Western
hemisphere. He says:—"The United States is forming a
navy, the power and size of which will be be limited only
by the amont of money the American peop'e chose to
spend on it. [n the eastern hemisphere a smaller but mod-
ern navy, that of Japan, has been put to the test of war and
not found wanting. The Russian navy has been greatly
increased, and, with the exception of the Black Sea fleet,
has been wholly transferred or is in course of being trans-
ferred to the Pacific. The navies of Ttaly and Austria have
maintained their positions in the Mediterranean, but the
expenditure thereon has not been increased, as 1n_the case
of other powers, The French pavy stands, as always, in
the forefront, and a new German navy has come into ex-
istence. [t is a navy of the most efficient type :#nd so
fortunately circumstanced that itis able to concentrate
almost the whole of its fleet at home ports.” Dwelling on
the improvement of the British fieet,L.ord Selbcrne remarks
that all the old battlechips have been replaced by modern
ships, and that Great Britain will have within the year 26
modern cruisers, built within four years, of great s
with armaments as powerful as that of battleships and
altogether a great advance on anything which has pre-
ceded them. Lord Selborne then details the fleet changes.
The home fleet henceforth will he called the Channe!l fleet,
with beadquarters at home. It will consist of twelve
battieships and a sufficient number of cruisers. The present
Chanpel fleet will be renamed the Atlantic fleet, have its
permanent base at Gibraltar and consist of eight battle.
ships and a sufficient number of cruise's  Affiliated to the
channel and Atlantic fieets will be cruiser squadrons,
each of six armored cruisers commanded by Rear
Adminals.. The south Atlantic squadron under the
new arrangement will remain as now constituted. The
Mediterranean fleet will consist of eight battleships and
attendant cruisere, with its base at the Island of Malta.
Dealing with the cruisersin the extra-European waters,
Lord Selborne says it has been decided to withdraw the'
less effective ships of the North Amer'can and West Indies,
station and to add to the station ships of a new particular
service squadroo, which the Admirality has decided to con.
stitute. Naval cadets and boys in trainivg will bereafter
be transferred from the training ships to this particular
service squadron, which will be composed of six or eight
modern fighting ships, which will be combined into one
squadron for training, under the Commander.in Chief of
the North American station. The naval manceuvers of
1905 and 1906, which will have for their ohject the testing
of the new scheme, the object of which is that “on a declar-
ation of war the fighting ¢fficiency of the fleet shall be com-
plete and instantaneous.”

The duty of thecolonies to bear ashate
im the expense attending the naval
defences nf the Empire is a subject

The Colonles

anl Imperial which will paturally demand considera-
tion more and more as the “colonies
Defence. grow in strength and importance. The

other day in intreducing a deputation
to Premier Balfour in reference to Imperial naval defence,
Sir MIchael Hicks-Beach is reported as saying that the
common burden of 10,000,000 pecple in the colonies was
born by 40,000,000 tax-payers in the United Kingdom. He
thought the statements of pride and affection in the colonies
would induce them to consider proposals, and commented
on the fact that Canada did not contribute one penay.

Mr. Balfour in reply spoke of the colonies as
sustaining the relation of children to the parent
state. In their helpless years the mother country

rightly took upon itself the whole burden of defence.
Now the children were gradually growing up, and as they
grow will assist the parents in carrying a share of the com-
mon burden. The process however must be gradual. The
colonies could not be pressed in this matter, but as they
grew, it might be expected that they would more and more
apprehend the importance of the scheme of Empire and
hear more and more of the Empire's burdens. The British
Premier’s way of putting the matter will prabably be re-
cognized by colonists, generally, as fair and moderate. The
feeling prevalent among British tax-payers that the larger
colonies should bear a part in the common defences of the
Empire is both natural and reasonable. It is not to, be ex-
pected that such a country as Canada can long continue in
its present connection with the mother country without
bearing some definite share in the common defence. But
on the other hand it is not to be expected that Canadians
will be willing to bear a proportionate share with the Brit-
ish tax-payer in naval defences and still have no part in
shaping the imperial policy. Hence the reasonableness of
the remark of the London Globe that the solution of the
question of imperial defence depends nroun that of imperial
federation. The solution of these quetions can come only
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with the p of national develop t. Meanwhile the
statesmen of Great Britain will certainly be wise in recog-
nizing, as Mr. Balfour does, the strength of tne attachment
which the people of the colonies feel for the motherland
and their eager willingness to go to the defence of .the
Empire in time of peed.
} L ] - -

How difficult it is in these days to
conceal a murder is illustzated by the
fact that a man named King is await
ing trial in Edmonton on the charge
of hav'ng killed his companion; a
man named Hayward,in the region of the Lesser Slave Lale
in the far northern wilds of Canada. The facts in connec-
tien with the case are given as folows: Hayward was
going on a prospecting trip. Hecame from the old country,
but from his conversation had evidently been mining ia
Australia. He landed in Edmonton, accompanied by King,
who is supposed to hail from Mootana. la Edmonton four
ponies and a prospecting outfit were purchased. Haywasd
did the purchasing and left with (ke storekeeper a bank
book showing a deposit in a British Columbia baak. The
next chapter in the story is when two men, believed to be
Hayward and King,turned up at an Indian reserve at Lesser
Slave Lake. They were seen around for a while! Then
one night the Indians heard a shot. Afterwards only one
man was seen around for a time. and he made himself ycasce.
The chief of the tribe c¢ icated his suspicions to the
police at the nearest post. Two cfficers made diligent search
around the site of the camp. In the dead ashes of the camp
fire what is believed to be portions of human flesh and bone
were found, while in the mud »t the bottom vf & neighbes-
ing slough di Terent camp utensils were discovered. Suffi-
cient evidence to warrant a prima facie case against King
was obtained, and he was traced, arrested, and sow awaits
trial. ]
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ﬁocton is to have a wew lodustrial

Franklin and Institation for the foundation of *
which Benjamin Fraoklin made pre«-
_ Carnegle. , vision in his will more than & Bum-

dred years ago. Franklin in his will

Teft to the city of Boston the sum of §5 coo which was
be invested and kept intact for a cenruty, at the end of
which time it was to be used for the benefit of the sppres.
tices of the city The Noard of selectmen and the ministens
of three d inations were ioned as who
should be r sponsible for the expenditure of the fusd. The
$5.000 was invested in real es'ate 5000 after the death of
Franklin, which took place in 1790, and it was foued on
the terminati~n of t he trust that the fund had iscressed
to $270,000. Dr Pritchard, head of the Massachusstts lue
stitute of Technology, was placed at the bead of a com
mittee to draw up a plan for the lormation of an isstite.
tion for the benefit of apprentices. The increase of the
fupd had probably more than realized the expectations of
the donor, but the sum was still insufficient for the lounding
ofa strong and well-equirped inctitution. Mr. *adrew
Carnegie has, however, agreed to supplement the Franklin
fund by twice its amovnt, making the total amcynt
$610,000, and algo to guarantee an income on §270,000 for
the support of the Institute It is expected that the city of
Boston will provide the site.
* -

The Russian battleship Semastopel
which serured & sheltered position
which_ saved her from destruction
when the rest of the Russian battleships and cruisers at
Port Arthur were sunk or blown to pieces by shells from the
Japanese gunson 203 Metre Hill has been attacked by
Japanese torpedn boats.  The attack was mide in the
face of great diffi~ulties and is reported to have been at
least partially successful. The Jspanese are continuisg
their effort for the reduction of Port Arthar, but it would
appear that some hard work and heavy fighting must
vet be done before their purpose is accomplished, -,
Mukden depatch saye :—The Japanese column on
Oyama’s right which (ien. Reanenkamff recen'ly drove
back to thep Taitse River is again reported to be

northéas' and strongly holding the Siacdagai Si 1
region. They also oecupyt'Siaodyr on the south bank
1he Taitse River, and are guarding the bridge. which is 8o
longer of any importance owing to the freeziog of the rives,
The extreme cold keeps things quiet slong the front. The
%mﬁ"” of warm clothing to the troops is ptactically

The War.
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