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coming fewer every year, who are engnged in the busi-
ness. Last year in one of onr associations the debate
over the matter was very hot. Some advocated with-
drawing fellowship from the churches that wou'd not
exclude liquor dealers and others favored more forbear-
ance. The latter prevsiled and the churches are using
their influence to get the liquor dealers to give np the
business and are refusing to receive any new members
from this clash. ILess than twenty yea's ago there were
more than one in the Clarksville church. Some of these
are members of the church today, but they have not been
in the business for several years and last Sunday signed
the petitions. It was the same with neighboring churches.
So we bave resson to thank God and take courage.
JorN Lrwis,
Clarksville. Va., Jan. 30, 1903.
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The Soul-Winner and His Servant.

BY REV. HDWIN 8. STUCKER

The Holy Spirit is the soul-winner, The disciple of
Jesus is his servant. ‘‘When he is come he ahall testify
of me; and ye shall also bear witness.’ Christ's work
in redemp'ion is followed by the Spirit's work in re-
generation. He is engeged in making men holy. Luke
deals largelv in samples in the bok of “'Acte.”’ of doiogs
of the r'sen Christ, who coutinned to work after his as-
cension by the Holy Spirit, through the apostles and
disciples whom he bad chosen. In his eighth chanter
we have what may properly be considered a typical case
of soul winning.

To study this we need first of all to look at the Soul-
winner himeelf. We discern in Acts as nowhere else
his passion for souls. That ‘God so loved’’ and that the
Son of God lovrd'' are familiar thoughts, bot we too
often overlook the statement of ‘‘the love of the Sp'rit”
who “maketh intercessio® with groanings that cannot
be uttered.’”” The ‘‘compas ion'
*full of the Spirit'’’ may well {llustrate the Spirit's
yearning after men. Having this passloa fir souls he
plans for thelr salvation. The 120 in the upper room in
Jerusalem are iu his plau for reaching the mullitudee in
the streets below. So Piailip is rent a ter the Ethiopian
prince; Ananias is sent to Sau'i Peter to Corveling; Bar-
nabas and Saul to Sergius Paulus; Paul to Lyd'a; and so
on through the book. KEach messenger is ¢pecially pre-
pared and setapart. A deliberate plan wes mede to
reach each of the individvals just mentioned. See,
now in the next step how he prepares the souls for whom
he has made the plan, When the 120 came to the
multitude they had only to speak and thousands cried
out, "‘wha’ must we do ?"' The Spirit hal gone before,
and was even then with his disciples, convincing men
tof sin, of rigbteonsness, and the judgment’ When
Philip reacbed the prince what was he doing ? ‘Read-
ing the Prophet Isaiab.”” What did he do? Realizing
that he needed ‘‘some man to guide’” him, *‘he besought
Philip to come up and sit with him ' When God sends
s man he goes before and prepares the way.

The soul-winning is desc:ibed in detail in this typical
case introduced in Luke's won'erful story It isclear
that it is a case of an individual dealivg with an indi-
vidual. ‘‘Go nesr'’ is the command. The man may be
a prince, but God's servant need not fear to “'go near’
if the Spiritsends him The means used is the word of

«God. Oat of that word a message of Christ is present-
ed to the ingnirer. More than that, it is a message of
Christ as Saviour. The convicted sinner does not need
to bs argued with, or to have “‘difficult passages’’ ex-
plained, but to huvea méessage of salvation. He must
be told of Christ, and especially of Christ ‘‘led as
a lamb to the slaughter.”’ - ‘He was wounded for our
transgressions.”’ “By hie stripes we are healed.’”’ This
isthe message for the inquirer, It remains for Luke
now to show us the work completed. The evangelized
soul must confess his faith in a crucified and risen
Saviour in the divinely appointed way.
able that he asked for the baptism. There must have
been something iu the teachings which .suggested the
ordinance. Luke now for the first time in his story de-
scribes carefuily the act of baptism. Burial and resur.
rection were plainly shown. The work of evangeliza-
tion was ended, the convert was happy in "belleving,
and *‘the Spirit of the Lord canght away Philip."”

One can not carefully study tbis story without dis-
covering the soul-winner's method. He sends a saved
man after an unsaved man. The Spiritual God reaches
the unspiritual man through the two-natured disciple of
Christ, who is in touch with both. We learn, too, the
voluntariness of service. We are not “‘instruments,"’
but agents. We can resist God if we will. We can re-
fuse 10 hear and to heed his call. Instruments deserve
neither blame nor glory. Agents do. To vefuse to co-
operate with the Spirit in witnessing to Christ the Sav-
fonr is to thwart & plan of God, and it may be to cause
the loss of & soul. Who is respousible? On the other
hand we see what great possibilities lie before the faith-
ful diaciple. As the servaats of the Soul-winner we have
it in our power to ‘‘save & soul from death,’ to ‘hide a

of Jesns who was

It is remark-:

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.
multitude of sins’ and, by the words that we speak, to
pess on that eternal life which was with the Father, and
which was manifested unto us, for ‘‘he that believeth on
the Son hath eternal life * “This is the record.”” Let
us connt it all joy to be the devoted and active servants
of the divine Sonl-winner.—Standard.

R
Half Baked.

BY RRV. S, . WISHARD, D. D.

That was God's characterization of his people, when
their plety had decaved. *“ Ephraim is a cake not urn-
ed,” half baked unfit for use. Half cooked food, neithes
cold nor hot, isinsipid, nauseating. For such a guality
oor Lord said ; “I will spew thee out of my mouth."

Ephraim had lost hia spirit of communion, His spirit
of devotion had been smothered by his idolatries. “There
is none among them that calleth unto me,’ sald God, by
his prophet Hosea. Some of the forms of worship were
kept up, but they were only the dry skelton, the rattling
bones of a defunct life. The desire of Ephraim was to
gratify himself with the new forms of heathenism about
him, while holding to some show of the old religion
which he had been taught of God. He was asa cake
baked on one side, half-cooked and half raw, fit for noth-
ing, but to mock and cffend God

une of the most seductive ways of departing from God,
as Epbraim had done, was by taking down the barviers
between a godly snd a godless life, mingling with those
of whom it must be said ; *'The love of the truth is not
in them "' TETS praference of the things forbidden,both

leads astray aud marks the estrangement. ‘'Ephraim
mixeth himself smong the peoples '' He finds congenial
sentiments among those that know not Ged. He adopts

their maxims concerning business, social and religious
life They are good enough for bim in his back-slidden

_ state, and more congenial than the severe, self--onguer-

ing ms xims of a walk with God. Ephraim haa discovered
that the church is narrow, and by reason of its narrow
ness fails to get hold of the people. He has therefore
decided to throw overboard the loving requirements of
the Lord, He changes the resding-iuterp ets it to
mean, ‘ Be conformed 'o this worid, snd be not trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind."” It isonlya
slight trapsposition of the negative and positive, and
adapts it to the domineént inflaences of the world.

Adopcing the msxims of the world leads inevitably to
the adoption of {ts methods. For the underlying prin-
c'ples determiue the outcropping life ''He mixeth him.
self among the peoples,’’ and comes to accept their
idolatrons worship, and corropt himself with their sinfal
jractic's. Half buked is worse than not being baked at
a'l for it le neither dough nor bread. God does not ac-
cept things by the half. He will have the whole man,
the whole heart, the whole life, or nothing at all. He
does not dicker with Ephraim for a part ot hia service,
and let him cff on certain scores  With God it is all or
nothing ; it is entire reception or entire rejection. The
balf haked cake is like ‘‘the salt that has lost its savor.
Wherewith shall it be seasoned ! It i{s neither fit for
the land nor yet for the duughill; but men cast it out.”

The prophet said of Ephraim : ‘ Strangers have de-
voured his strength.”’ Having lost commvuion with
God, by making friends with the ,world his new.-made
frieuds are discovered to be enemies in disguise. Like
the wine of intoxication, the friendship of the world
‘‘at last biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.
‘‘Know ye pot that the iricndlhip of the world is en-
mity with God.’ Whosoever, therefore, will be a friend
of the world is the enemy of God."

The strangers 1o whom Kphraim hdd gone for fellow-
ship had devoured his strength. Haviog used him. they
tarned upon him with curses. The godless world has
never changed its habitatioa {o th's respect. Having de-
graded the professor of religion to their own level, men.
scorn his weakneas and mock at his ruin.  Having br k-
en his hold upon God, Ephraim’s only strengti, they
leave him in derision and withont succor,

They that think to win men to God by coming down
to their level in.morals, by diluting the Gospel, strewing
flowers in the road to pregdition, and prophesylng smooth
things when God has bidden them warn the lost of their
danger, incur the judgments of God and the reprobation
of all honest men. Ephraim, whether he be preacher or
layman, must, above all thinge, be honest—tell the truth
and live it, whether men will hear or forbear'— Rx.
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A writer in the Cumberland Presbyterian js very much
disturbed because Prof. Farr, of the Theological Depart
ment of Cumberland University, gives up lsaiah 5::15
s a proof text for sprivkling, Prof. Farr, among other
things saye: ‘‘Th= marginal re«ding in the revised ver-
sion ‘startle’ for ‘sprinkle’ presents the interpretation
adopted by most students at the present time.’’

On this we say :

xst. Prof. Farr knows what he is talking about and
his critic does not.

and. Even if the passage read ‘‘so shall he sprinkle
many nations,” it could not be argued that it had any
reference to sprinkling for baptism unless it were first

83 )

proved that baptism is sprinkling. There is not a fscin-
tilla of evidence that the passage haa the atightest refer-
ence to baptism. Nothing is said about baptism in the
connection, and baptism did not come into existence for
many centuries afterward

81. The Hebrew word nazak, here rendered ‘sprinkle,’
in King James' version is thus defined by Davies in his
Hebrew Lexicon : “To bound or spring; of liquid to
spurt, to cause to leap for strong feeling; to make a
start "' And Davies, in that connection, travslates that
passage ‘‘s0 shall he startle (or sarpriee) many vations.’
Aod, as Prof. Farr says, this is “‘the interpretation
adovted by most strdents at the present time, '

The Septuagint version, which {s the Greek version
used by Christ and the Apostles, travslates ma-ar by
thaumazo, which mieans to astoniah, ‘And this makes
the passsge intelligible. Leaving ont the parenthesis,
the passage thus reads : ‘*As many as were astonished
at thee, 80 shall he astonish many nations.’’ This i
clear and plain, ‘while to make it read : ‘‘As many
were astonished at thee, o shall he: sprinkle many
nations,'’ renders it unintelligible.

Puttiog in the parenthetical language the passage in
full fs thus : “"As many were astomished at thee (his
visage was 80 marred more than anv man and his form
more than the sons of men) so shall he astonish many
nations : the kings shall shut their moutha at him; for
that which tad not besn told them shall they see; and
that which they had not hesrd shall they consider.”
The American version puts the p renthetical part in
parenthesis, as above. The meaniog is thus clear. The
warring of his visage and form is mentioned as s resson
for the astonishment of the ‘‘many,” ard then the
astonisbiog of the many nations is enlarged upon by
s1ying that kinge shall shut their mouths in astonish-
ment “for that which had not been told them shall they
see. and that which they had not heard shall they con-
sider.” To insert “‘sprinkle’’ simply destroys the sense.
Both the revised and the American versions put
“stertle” in the margin—‘'s0 shall he startle many
nations."’
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No Happening.
By H. O. ROWLANDS

Great excellencies and valuable resnlts in character do
not happen to any one. One may become rich by pot
Inck ; but that does not touch character, The wealth
that effects charncter is industry, economy and wise prr-
sistence. Ode does not become learned in any knowledge
by chance. Learning is the result of plodding, persist-
ent, costly, and wearying. Accomplishment {s the child
of Labor and Patlence and the grandchild of genins and
faith, The Cbris'ian ch»racter and life are no exceptions.
God hes provided no special legielation to exempt the
Christian fr 'm those great laws of life You were not
converted to a Christlan life by magic, or a shock ; you
become a Christian by “striving to enter in at the
straight gate,’" the Splrit of God assistivg. Vou will not
‘‘grow’’ in any grace except by exercise and service. A
babe chained to the cradle and there always fed, but
never tangh! self-help and exercise will develop in'o an
imbecile, or a freak, a helpless lump of babishness, We
think we have seen such things occasionslly in the
church. They are a perpetual care, never a Lelp or in
spiration to God's causer  Growth, « fectivenens, power,
influsnce, and holiness in the divine life are qualities to
be “‘worked out,’’—thev are the reenlts of «fforts and
consecration. The work may be more latorious to some
than to others, as are all kinds of toil; but to one will
those virtues come by chance. “‘Somethirg for nothing™
isa pri in Got's y. While sl
vation from sin lsall of free grace ; yot heaven in its
glory is not free. No one enters in by good Inck ; it i
not & windfall to a dying man ; not & “‘present’’ to fav-
orites ; but, *‘blessed are they that do his commandments
they may have a right to the tree of life.” *‘The rest
that remsineth’ i Torthose who have labored with faith-
fulness and pa'ience.—Stanfard. ;s
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 Numbering Our Davs.

The ninetieth Psalm may be cited as perhaps the most
sablime of humen positions, the d in feeling,
the loftiest in conceptior, the most magnificent in its
imngery, presenting a perfect picture of humean Lfe »s
tronbled, transitory and sinful, giving a right concption
of God as the Eternal One, the Sovereign and the Jndge,
and yet presenting a refuge and hope to all men who in
the midst of great trlalaturn to him for refnge. There
seems to be no reason to doubt that this psalm was com-
posed by Moses. From the remotest period his pam:
has been attached to it

The first verse veads: “Lord, thou has been our
dwelling place in all generations.”” So near and dear is
the relation between God and his people that they mut-
ually dwell in eech other. The soul is at home in God,
becanse this is its birthplace, and one can never be st
home e'sewhere; he is the only true dwelling place, for
all men, at all times.—]. Wilbur Chapman.
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