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BUDGET DEBATE.

Mr. Fielding’s Address An-
swers and Contradicts His
Own of Former Years.

Mr. Foster's Brilliant Oriticism and
Statesmanlike Attitude Concern-
ing National Affairs.

P

The Government's Broken Pledges, Blunder-
ing and Extravagance Mercilessly Laid
Bare By the Finance Minister,

OTTAWA, May -3.—~Whatever ' ie-

terest attached in_anticipation to. the |

badget speech:

during the rrogress of its deliv
and disappeared ‘dltogathef ‘with the
announcement that no ‘changes in the
tariff ‘were contemplated. When that
announcement came the western mem-
bars, who were led a week -ago to
withdraw their motion for the.abpli-
tion of the duty on coal oil until after
Mr. Fieldinz had brought ‘down the
budget, looked rather black. It did
not ‘fully appear what purpose was
served by the delay, 8s  Mr Fielding
had nething to say in their interests,
nor did the finance minister make any
refercnce to export duties’ or to any.
other qaestion of immediate public
interest except the announcement
ihat the restrictions on the importa-
tion of oil in pulk would be abolished.

The ~greater part of the budget |
speech, which has been guite fully re-
ported by telegraph, might have been
delivered by Mr. George Johnson, ihe
dominion statiuﬁnion; by wh it was
evidently prepa;mdi w
the house more of the . St;atistiq(ﬂ ear
Book than was ever ‘heard before, and
in addition fil2ad a vast quantity of
schedules . with the Hansard staff ;
which were taken as repdi Mr. Joan-
son also turnishe a, »bqolr of dis;gamms
illustrating, in that happy
the growth and progress '%d& d
industry, rgvenne, mineral ‘produc-
tion, insurance and ail sorts of things, |
except possibly the Increase in ex- |
penditure. Two-thirds of Mr. Field-
ing’e speech was taken up with this-
sort of statistics, which are, exceed-
ingly . useful 10&& vefarewes ‘puvposes
but not ‘of over-powering lmmeah,te
interest. ~ Moreover, they ' 'were ' not
new. Nearly -all the .returns read
same down - to the end of the last
fiscal yesr, and may be tound set forth
-1 several thoum-i ¢ Z
in the variousi''p enﬁow
‘mmnths 88O -orn Senator Qeotf 3
f,rinting office dn Nepea.fi [ Point.."

There is no doubt Mr ‘Fielding was
in a position to'givea magnificent ex-
hibit of ihe increase of trade in Can-
ada. At theé end of his speech he ad-
mitted that this condition’ of things |

might be transitory, and that it could
not. be acgepted as a permanent situ-
ation. He gave soma  ‘wise words of
warning 'to_ the peopt'-' to" prepare. for
the swing of the pendulum . in the
other gdirection, ‘and not o clap on too
much sail in the mneantime. tAf t,l.l;s

t seems ‘to expec 9. Ter
s:i:mimoe it may be assumet that
Mr. Fielding does not ‘claim all the
eredit for the hational prosperity of
which he epea.ks Nor- will -he accept
‘the reuponsibility of the contrary.
swing  of ' ths pendulum, when it

eomes.:

Unforumgteiy the government’ is not
taking to heart the warning ‘that Mr.
Fielding ves to -other people. ‘He
and his colleagues appear to be tlap-
ping on all sail, and Mr. Tarte ig rig-.
ging uls *ury masts and all sorts of
apparatus to accommodate, more can-
vas, ‘There is a sharp contrast be-
tween Mr. Tarte’s .trinmphant state-
ment that the government is spend-
ing more money because it is making
more, and - Mr, Fielding’s 'warning
that the p2ople in the day of prosper-

ity should prepare: for rainy weather..

swait till vou see us next year, » gaid
Mr. Tarte in a very different ‘sense
from 1hat in .which Mr, Fielding
warns thée people te prepare for worse.
times ‘next year. Or’ ‘the year after:
The sort of preparation that this gov-
ernment is making may be seen from
the foilowing brief summary which«is
not found in the dizgram presﬂlted
yesterday in the house.

E«penditure on Current Account.

“1596-By Mr. Fcster . .

1898—Bv' Mr. Fielding

i898—PRv Mr. Ficlging
1899—-By Mr. Fielding . . ..c...... 42,026,000

[The figures for 1898 are Mr. Fieldings
estimate, as two menths are yet to be heard
from.]

Capital Expenditure

1896— By " Mr. Iloster . . ......

1847—By Mr. Fielding . . ..

1898—By Mr. Fielding .

1999—Mr. Fielding’s ~stimate . :
During the three years which ihis

govemment has been in power, al-

though as Mr. Fielding gays ithe rev-

enues have been the gmgat;eat in our

history and although ‘he himself fears

that the present condition may not

eontinue, the increase of debt has

been, acconding o Mr. Fielding’s own

ghowing, over $7,000,000.

The finamece minister entered info an
elaborate calculation, which was not
wew, because Mr. Paterson had already
made it in the debate on the address,
0 show that the average rate of duty
during the last nine months was 17.21
per cent., M he compared with an
average rate of 19.35 per cent., show-
mga.reducﬁouotznmcent. This
he says is adqzreaﬂe of I—D—ﬁtkm.uy
not quite so much—in the rate of cus-
toms . % ‘Wihen we, remgber
#he emphatic. ‘whole-souled declar-
ation ; Naitional Pelicy un-

»h'twlﬂdl Mr. Field-

ing took a ieading part, it is mxther
romarkable that this is all the change
which: he&  has. ‘- to bodst for
tiese -three  years 'of  tariff re-
form: - ¥t 34 - hardly likely thati
the _admiving * audiences addressed
by Mr. Fielding. four years ago would
have taken the trouble to applaud him
if they had ‘thought that the vicious
National Policy which he denounced
woull be ‘only cham@ged by so small a
fraction as” one-ninth. If a tarift of
19 per cent. was a shocking outrage on
tbe people, the tariff of 17 per cenk
can hardly be the beneficent measure
which this gvvermnent applauds.

‘When Mir. Fiml:ng dmmmcekl the
oil duties because they made ‘the peo~
pie pay 6 cents a gallon on ofl, he]
hardly eéxpected: to retain ithe tarift of
five ceénts and to place the.oil jndus-
iry and trads-unider'a monopoly which
made the price higher than ever it
was ‘(bafore. 'Wihen he denounced the
cotton duties of 20 per. cent., it may
bet’ presumeid that he did not expect to
standh:'ﬂhefhmmedefendmca.zom

manifacturers the ' eadvantage . of
cheaper raw material, paid for by ad-
dittonal bounties, Much less did he
expeot to stand up in-the house .and
{ claim that the tariff’ as mow  consti-
tuted retaining eight-ninths of = the
.Naﬁomaﬂ Policy, has ‘been ‘‘a contri-
i butory clanse” to.fhe prdosperity of the
country,

The chanige in Mr. Fielding has mot
been ‘'so ‘abrupt as it has in some other
ministers, though it is complete. Two
; Years ago, when Mr. Fielding brought
down 'his tariff, he told the people that
this was the first gtep in the direction
of free trade. Sir Wilfrid’' Laurier made
:the same statement’ in ‘England,  and
: brought back a Cobden Club medal on
the streagth of  it. Last year Mr.

step, but gave the protedted interests
| warning that they must put their
. house in order. On both occasions he
raferred in threatening ' language, or
at least with an admonitory' attitude,
to the combines. " Yesterday he had
;no remarks to make on the subject of
mmbinattion, notwithstanding the fact
,'that sinice the last budget speech the
wihale oil interest, both prod«ubt!nre and
commerciaii thas passed into the hands’
; of & combination; notwithstanding the
fact that the binder twine business has
beconie consolidated ; mnotwithstand-
‘tng the . circumstance - that combines
“are contemplated in the bicycle indus-
.try the bar iron industry, the farm
i matdhinery industry, the tanning busi-

| ness, the fummiture business, and that ;.

the cotton mills and sugar refineries

companies. Never was the air so full
of pﬂteuts axa.tnst combinations, . in

elding
rour x*wding yesterda:y

D

JAs was said, Mr. Fielding in his
first * and second - budget speeches
spoke of the protective tariff as a Sort
of. temoorary or ‘half, way mea.sure
looking ‘toward ‘the fulfllment of the
party pledge. to destroy. .protection
root and branch. Yesterday his voice
was for tariff stability. and perman-
ence. The national policy. has cap-
‘tured- him ‘at last. His principles and

a sheep to ‘the algughter
really the most significant and yeét",
the ‘most encouraging element in the :
budget speeqh It shows that what-
over ministefs may say 6r. have said
they have abandoned their attacks on |
protection and  are ‘now - ‘trying_ to
make a ‘treaty of alliance and friend-
ship * with Cartwright’s ’scoundrels
great and séoundrels small.”

| e

One other feature of interest jn the
speech is: the. practical abandonment
of reciprocity. Mr. Fielding told . us
‘yesterday that the people were not as
anxi~us about reciprocity as - they
were two years ago. He says théy @o
not need it as much as formerly, and

own way in case ‘it is refused. Ineci-
dentally and mildly he suggested that
it would be a good thing for the mari-
time provincel to have frger trade re-
lations with the United States. But
even the ma.rltime provinces . could
get a,long very well without it, and
thu gove;:nment was not going to
make sacrifices in order to obtain reci-
DI’OCttY

O

ng is climb. @wn from the

stiil :ren.ter piun:e “from the commer-
| cial union craze of a few years pre-
ceding. . Mr. Fielding was a member
of the Quekec: conference which passed
resolutions . in' favor of commercial
union whereby everything of value to
the nation would be; sacrificed in or-
der to obtain: coneesaions. svhich Mr.
Fielding now says arz-of no great
value to us. .The finance = minister
tharefore stands_as a forcible remind-
er to the country of the enormous
‘benefit Canada recsived trom the de-
feat 'of his  party in-1887 and in 1891.
We know now from what great dan-
gers'the slectorate preserved the peo-
ple, dangers into -which . Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and” Sir mebard Cartwright
and. Mr.  Flelding himself did all they
co\ﬂd to thrust this coimtry

PBut there is'a strong unpression
that Mr. Fielding’s phiimonhical dis-
regard ‘for reciprocity is due in part
to the certainty that the negotiations
have uttarly failed. Everybody here
knows that there is not the slightest
chance of an weement at Quebec in
August. mryhoay ‘in Washington
knows that the ne:aﬂalhna have
felled  atterly. Repor from  ‘the’
Tnited States capital are unanimous-
1y to tha purpose that the Canadian.
representatives. on  the comﬂ!h'm

y
rem-thaea,mm wm!egivint tbe‘

Fielding was not ready for ‘the second :

hayve already passed into consolidated |-

not the protective tariff have gone as’
“This s !

that they are prepared to go  their!

have been piayed wtﬁt,.v &
Quebec snd fo Wuhingt m‘t

ing what they wanted, sndasa’
vington ednor remarks, m know
“whnat they didn’t wsnt, L )
that. MQ armsenm

about .the  boundary o‘f _ Al
other’ purely. ncientiﬂe qnestlo
there is‘no possib even rem
a’tradé bargain.,

we my cﬂer fermt.

make & “bargain it would qnde
be L] bsd one.

the szited Sta.tes
alleged pretere.ntial

1 of ald, though Mr. Foster would ad-

'; ‘and rep2ating the denuneciation of the

us ; ta apend thirty-eizht millions
/the ordinary services of the coun-
“Now - when forty-two millions
{were asked, even Mr. McMullen ap-
plauded’ as he applauded 8ir Richard

mit  that Mgidnot do it with the
sams  ostsatation.  Only four years
4 ago Mr. Gmrltou. who looked 8o com-
‘placent. on My ‘was _applauding

late .government for increasing the
current -~ and capital expeuditure by
ten milifon dollars. Two days ago he
aprplaudad & government . which had
iner-ased’ the outlay ten million dol-
lirs in only three years. The higher
the tune to which Mr. Fielding piped,
the more furiously the mourners of
!orm‘r da.ys ‘performed a ﬂance.

‘.'!_,‘han Mr, melﬁing m‘de ‘his apolo-

and to say as littie
the grea.ter concassio

ing to happen. in the w ayu
vival”of*British: trade i

and offers among other thin
markable excuse t‘hm Ggeat B
has nut ca.ptured the Cs

but :is losing 1t to. the f
because the Brltish industriea are
prosperous thag . they do not need
look for the /Canadian ma.rket. Th

t“grsat- credit .upon MT. Plelding’s" in-
genuity. It has not reachied ‘the, Lntv
lish traqe or economie journals, “all of |
which are ~ deprecating _the . loss of |
British colonial traje fa xgnited Statqg
competitors. L 3

is a new view. of *he case, m reﬂects i

.| the expenditure next year. In a. bac—

F to count on® continued prosperity, and
repeated the: words of Kipling, “Lest

Taking up the splendid reeord nf this
g6y ernment ﬁn- Spending Muﬂy, Mr. 2
k- FTostér pointedout that an-Mr. Tield-
ing’s ‘first- appearancs in this cham-
ber “he asked  for sassss,em but ' he.
blamed ‘the previous governiment for
‘part of this and promised to 1educe

In connection with his- argumei!t 1854
the stability of. the tariff Mr. F‘\dﬁ ;
obzerved that it was not mm
make - any reductions
completion of reciprocity negoth.tiq
Tris position is sound so far as itire
lates ttio the ‘tariff on articles imparted,
from 'ﬁhe United States Bht when bigs
makes ' this® contention: Mr. - Figiging
rebukes ~hiraself “for  important:stari®
changes made previons' to:tivese
tiations. * Just- “parore: going - to

United Statss to bapgain/ in trade oo
cossidns Mr. FieMing genercusly: m&g
‘ished ﬁhoﬁﬂtymm which: U&
of our ia.ngest impm'ts {rom 'the

5 | i < ol »-; ' £
3 en( rmous &, ‘concession ¢, wq.
Gigreat value ' “to, ‘the '  Unit
States. Yet “the ‘governme
-on_ the eve of - rmegotlasuom

S1hnd  estimate he

| e slight addition in his
the{ mefitary vote: Two davh

T Ebly three - ‘Supplementary

wanted’ $39,28
“Tiast year he called for $40, moo wiih

-and ‘there were groba.bly d

ﬁtimates
Yet to come. Allowing fof fhe same
“suprlementary estimates ‘@8 he took
last year, the‘ reqnlrement, I

“has ‘in response to the Imlg“ﬁﬁy oledgé
of Sir Wiifrld Laurier that when he

‘expanditure by two or three milllion
‘dollars.. The premier even ‘mentioned
four million dollars,” on-the ‘authority
'of Mr, Mills, as'a pract'c-ai possibility
in the way of reduction.. Instead of
" four millions, less we have alrcady four
‘millions more as ithe annan.i cost ' Of
govemment .and .these ministers have

Staites thenmhextmom}mry e

iiim.ina.r»y coricession is considered, ‘we

| find -somethimg almost patietie in Mr,

| Fielding’s declaration that. it is uirwise:

$o'change the. “tariff d-uring the prog-
,resa _af . negotiations. The ex-

mme care “with ‘whieh Mr. Flelding

shuts the door @fiter the horse fs stolen

is :not :more ‘rematkable than the hos-
| pitality -with which he flung it open
lam mvmdmeuﬁeuocomemd«mm
| the~horse. 8. D, S

OPTTAWA, May 5——Mr Foster’s  re-
iy, ‘was not Tess instructive than Mr.
Fielding’s ~budget. speech, and‘ was
i much. more interesting/ and . lively:
{ Mr. Foster spoke without notes and
i read no <xtrazts more than one sen-

tence long., ' His criticisms, though
occasionally sa.rmtic, were made In
rexcellent -temper and _in a spirit.of
: rleasant banter which may _haye ‘been
.annoying but could 'not . provoke
signs.  of il feeling. Beldom has.a
speaker in- the house recelved a’dnore
enthusiastic "tribute of applause from.
his own side than that .which made
the chamber resound ‘after Mr. Foster
‘took - his 32at.

To begin with, the ex-ﬁnance mi’n-
ister made  all’ the necessary cohces-
" aijons. He admitted with pleasure the

prosperity of the country. The figures
which showed the commercial and in-
dustrial progress of - Canada . from
confederation until now were; he said,

as gratifying 'to this side of the
house as to the other. +And it would
be a madtter of pride to:eévery Cana-
dian 1f thara should every year after
this be a still larger 'development, and
if depression’ should come, he; for
one, hoped that it would not result

. | from mistakes in policy. sor ‘adminis-
tration on the part of wha er‘miiht-

1

a'| Be the government of the ‘y Foriy

Then Mr. Foster turned~ his atten-
tion to Mr, Flelding’s address, It was,
he said, “the most complete and full |
apology ever made by a party inpow- §.
er in Canada for its.past errors,:and
the most thorough recantation of all
past declarations.” Mr. Foster show-
ed ‘a”disposition to accept-the apology,
which he said lacked ' something .in
candor, though ‘nothing  in complete-
ness. Thorough ds it was, the finance
minister seemed: disposed to disguise
it under other names.

Then Mr. Foster turned his atten-
tion to the miembers behind Mr. Field-
irg. The finance minister could' not
say of them as the children of® the
market placa in old .times said of their
neighbers: ‘“We have piped unto you
and ye have not danced, we have
mourned unto you and. ye havesnot
lamented.” .These hon.members in‘davs:
gone by, when their leaders mourned
over the growing expenditure and 'the
excessive - taxation, lamemted ~withd
the greatest feryor. . Now. when ' Mr.
Fielding piped -in happy strains over
a large expenditure and a vaster tax-
ation than had been, the rank and file
behind bim danced -ecstatically ‘to. his
musie. - - Time, was when ‘Cartwright }
declared - before ., high heqm and

K only been threee’ years in office.
Bat this~ is tor ou“rvnt gxpenditu‘re

total expenditnre for the commg vear

‘18 estimated at close on to $50,0

They: found . it. $40,000,000 and un-ier-
‘tovk -to reduce it by $10,000,000. They
-had ‘added t.he ten instead of taking it
off,>which is ra.ther an expensive typo-
~graphical error. . Mr. Foster- did "not
say 8o, but he apparsntly thought it
was an exgellent thing that the minis-
ters had not promised to reduce the
expenditure by $20,000900, because then
they would -have increased it to that
amount.

———

Qhe ex-finance minister then tumed
aside ‘to offer a e
len, who was espedially aggricved in
old times over the cost of civil gov-
‘ernment. Four: years . age Mr; Mcuul-

tlemen opposite to sut down thi.s ex-
renditure. . The mim thave rela-

isters appoint -thejr relatives, what

‘vate--members should sesk vlaces for
their relations?’. Mr. Fosier recom-
mended Mr: McMulien to have a bri-
vate conversation with Sir Richard
Cartwright; -Mr. Borden, Mr. pifton,
Sir Louls Davies and other minjsters,
who had: given .offices to members of
their own families, and then to discuss
with ‘his fellow m2mbers -the subject’
of their own cousins and brothers who
had been: piaced in t{:e pubiic service.

¥ the govemment objected to ‘&
judement pased. on its estimuated ex--
penditure: Mr. Foster: wonld. daal withq
the actual amount expended. . In the

current -~ account $38,349,900, - .In ' ‘the
year now < nearly -ended: the ﬂnance
minister expected. to: spand . oyer. $42,-
/000,000, -which .is . four!. miuionp more.

mmmmmw%,.

;enrs after the completion of the Can-

aip,n Pacific railway. Then, the capi-
ta’[ ‘expenditure, which = was. - Mmooo
when “tbe ‘late ‘government' ‘went ont,
was $5,600,,00 this .year. . The whole
expendimre iricreased by- $9,000,000 .un-
‘der me fostering care of this minist“y.

“Mr. Ftelding Had: -made 8 ca.lculation

ing that there was no mcreue. This is
his table:

18966753 per head.

Lo ARy L £
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According to this Mr. Fielding spent,
no more in 1898 than the late govern-
ment spent in 1895, though  a little
‘more than the late government spent |-
in 1896. But Mr. Foster called atten-
tion to the fact that while Mr, E‘ieid-
ing nad made all his calculation! for |-
‘the year which ends with next month,’
he did not bFing this year into his. pert
capitz ~calculation. If he b&d ‘done
80 he would have had to ‘admit that
the expenditure was $8 a head, whicn|:
i 79 eonts more than in 1896 . and 47|
.cents mm than in 1895. A

——

Mr. Foster turned his attention to

|and '$2,500:000 by liberal

ark. te Mr. McMul- [

len:-said, ‘“We. cannot expset’ hon, gen-1

tives who  want offices; and. when min- |
better camche-expected. than. that ori-|

fivst year this government patr} out on'f

Tihuzu ‘he mpent sin -ais- -frst. year andr{

averm ‘expenditure - in the el&ven,

of ‘'the ‘expéndjture per hee.d, gontend-"

any.

‘We Take Wo;o

In exchange for Clothiug Wme us t&gou want

FRASER, FRASER & CO,

CH EAPS'IsDE,

Foster's Corner. 40 and 42 King Street, St John, N. B,

surplys has come” ‘and that surpluses
were a discovery of the present gov-
ernment. ' But a surplus on current
tccount was after all not a new
"thing. From 1868 to 1879 there were
many surpluses, amounting altogether
to $12,000,000. From - 1881 to 1884 in-
clusiv: there were surpluses amount-
irg to 318,000. F‘gm )

the

by € servat!ve sovéxihonts
administra-
tions. In five years the" liberals had
five deficits,"and altogether the Party
which had the smaliest record in sur-
muw more than ‘made up for it-in the

vastness

. had '$22,000,000' excess of surplusses over
_deficits; while the-liberals had an ex-
cess of $4,000,000 of deficits over sur-
pluses. ' It ‘would be ‘necéssary for Mr,
‘Fielding 'to continué for some years
‘t6 declare” surpluses before he ‘would }
bring ‘his party up to the standard.
Mr. Fostar pointed out that under his
own management,” from 1861 to * 1895,
the incrsase of debt had been ‘in four
years $15,000,000. “ In that period’ he
had remitted in sugar ‘taxes alane
over, $19,000,000, which would have
‘been ‘encugh to cover all the lnereate

‘had chadiod the “programme. He,
‘remitted” but little ‘taxation ‘and ad-
ded ‘nuch more to the ‘@ébt. * From

debt wa3 on an average about $2,000,~
000 a year.
¢nted the increase under the' conser-
vative governmeént at -$6,000,000, and
had taken in the whole period from:
1878, including the outlay ‘for! building .

a readjustment of debt angd- th
lishment of the ‘canal system. Dur-
ing the period from 1890 1o 1896 the
late government - had - spent as much
on c¢anals and othep . public improve-
ments as._this. nla..ry
crease of debt wa.a,very much less |
than Mr Fiaiding spowed

He ‘was dy :
’J:arte had discovered. that 4
ment which drew large: revenues out
of the people had “made-money,” but
Mr. Foster adhered to the old fash-
joned view that whatever amount was
eollected” was paid by the people ' and
left them.  that much less for their
¢wn, purposes. : This ‘government. had
pushed  ap-the customs ta.xation in
1kis  fashion:

W ...smsoo,

L Rl 194;8.000

808 . 21,704,000
PRI g . 26,138,000

. At the ‘same timn t.hey had increas-
 £d the Anland revenue as Tollows:
1896 ..... 37.900000
1899.. cevessaesss 9,805,000
iTotal :or customs and . excise: .
3 ...$21 750,N0
1899.L.,.... 2 34900000

Mr. Cha.rlton iooked up with a Huiz-
zical expression, which: ‘Mr. Foster
noticéd, and proceeded® on the- spot, to
quote a statement of Mr. ‘Charlton's,
who declared in 1896 that®the govern-.
ment ought to get along with $5,000,~
€00 1:s8 taxes. He now seemed to be
quite happy over the 1axation of |

$5,000,000 more, Taking all the sources |’

of revenue, Mr. Foster finds that ‘the’
government , is obtaining ten million
dollars more than they teok in 1896, 1
.being an increase per héad from $7.13
‘to $&86. This ‘s the way in which the
_rulers of the country were tearing up
“their promissory notes.

-

planation of the buoyancy of revenue
and of trade: He summed it up in
three items:

"Goo ,qrops.

méréued minlng output. :
“These_made a call for manufa.étmieﬂ
geods’ produced by our ow
and a still greater call. for' the pro-
duects of other countrizs. The: mcreased
imiports gave incrzased cugtoms’ da-
ties. Mhe increased home  demand
gave increased activity ‘to the fac-
tories. 5 .

But all this, said Mr. Foster Would
ha.ve been of very little 'service and
much of the increa.sed trade would
have bsen impossible without ‘the

{8t. The intersection of the mining
country by railways was necessary to
its. development, and the railway facil-
“ities afforded to the Northwest were
indispensable to the marketing of the
ﬂpe crops produced there. All this

an%!e was furnished -by the late

go finient in. the face of the bitter}
“Rostility ‘and’ obstruction” of their, op- |

“ponents, who weare now in DPOWer. 1t
the premier ‘and his supporters. had'
prevalled we Would have none of this
GeVeiopmont, wHith © WS tnw T

‘pride and boast of both parti
“government, for ~example, ¢ fmed
" eredit for opening up the Kootenay

the construation of the Crow!s Nes

awaiting eleetoro.te that it pu nan-

mo ‘ministerial claim tm "m era of

the .vooa of the Crow’s Nest brnnch 1t

: “of “its . deficiencies. - Since:
‘confederation the liberal eonservatives

of 'debt and reduce the met indebted- |
ness by four millions. - Mr. Fielding |

1890 to 1896 inclusive the increase of :

the C..P. R., the allowance of some |
ten million ‘dollars to theprovinces. by |
e estab-|

et the in-.

ﬂna.nct- minister had made a.f‘

Mr. Foster want on to give his ex-

factories

transportation facilities which now ex-1

branch. But what would have beet | 1 :

there had been no. maim liwe to con-
- nect with it.. - The Crow's: Nest. road
“would have heen. like that. celebrated
ahortion, the  Yukon. railway, begin-
ning nowhere ending, nowheére,”
-Again, if: ‘he. n‘gemi party had been
-suceessful in destr ~thz National
Policy: or .n;event} 3

m-rcely but 1 50 . vn.hﬂ_v
present mulers, we tt
~No Nogthwest.

No C. P. Ry.:
equipment.

\Qi’d deveiopment ah m themne.
‘to ecknowledge on this oecasfon.
who, professing to expose' a . bndxet.

-of ‘the party, couidh!detrmuanln-
temgent oubiic.

Mr. Fosters next critiqisrn‘
plied to the alleged
-ties. Mr, Fielding had dsyel
extensively and claim
erage rate had heen |
cent.; ;which he said

Mr. Fielding had repres-| .

any: great reason for think
N&tion-n Policy bhas dis
charges made du,

Once mOre h!r. Folter went over
the figures to show the deceptive nat-
ure of.tife preferential fariff. = The
“finance minister claiméd to have taken
off  one : quarter. of the duty: on goods
.imported from' Engia.nd. ;He really
‘did nothing of the, k!pd /Before mak-
“ing the  reduction’ he - incrmed the
‘cotton ‘duties from 80  per.cent. to 35,
and’ made corre-pondihg increases ‘in
4 great many. othea”ahm ses,  If you
increase the rate of duty from 30 per
cent. to SSandthentileo!!a quar-
-ter you reduce it to HEW cent,, which
113 'not one qua.rter but - “-anly one
eighth off. ' Mr. Fielditig in order “to
touch the ‘great heart ‘of John Bull”

| save the Juties a \bdost upward be-

: fore he'made. the tadmmon ~He show-
‘ed ‘no- such fatiors : for the
United: States. Off went. the:duties on’
Ame»rican corn, binder twine-and iron

.mise. The United States want to sell
us corn. Fielding took lhe ‘duty off
“corn. They -want fo Smell us- binder
twine and barbed wire. He teok away
th> duties. They ‘hﬂdwthe’ aayanttse
over Enzimd in x.he u;on a; and to

a xreq,t deal ‘more thpn the mount of
"British  preferance. - Then to protect
‘the home industry he taxed the peo-
‘ple of Canada. to: lncreaae ‘the . bounty
to. the Ca.na.dia.n smlter. .

it th viml lIwsll"ooo'
as e e $1,000,
tnken. :
Another deeeption wu;_
the matter of the West :
ence. Last year. Mr.
utterance  to. tender
wards our fellow subjec
and told us tl at .he.

their sugar. He did
as he tells us now
States were xtvm:

such as that which we’ MW.MDDI!
These

‘facts 1o plea of a finamece minister -

' but who really talks-as the: ctnnpion,

goods: without hesitation or compro-.

X

had b@en :




