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FIFTH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, GUELPH,

THE CEREMONIES AND DOCTRINE OF

AJthough tho Templar body of to-day cannot prova a direct dcscent 
Irom the Ohivalry of the Grusades, its legend and traditions stronglv 
pomt thatway, and in all tradition there lies a germ of truth.we 
therefore endeavor to imitate and assimilate our ceremonies and prac- - 
t.oes as closely as possible to that of the Ancient Order, strictly oon- 
lormmg to the doctrines of the Soldiers of the Cross, who fonght for 
the faith on the plains of Palestine.

The ceremonies of the United Orders of the Temple and Hospital- 
lers of Malte; are intended to inculoate the Cardinal doctrines of the 
Chr.sfaan rehg.on, the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, the birth, 
hfe, death, resurrection, and asoension of the Oroat Captain of onr 
saivation, and a flrm belief in the Holy Trinity, one and indivisible, 
the chief arid (pdestructable characteristic of the Order, withont 
which, m spite of adl sophistry and special pleading, no Templarycan 
exist. If any Templar system admits those who reject the Trinity in 
nmty, or Hebrews, who adhere to the Judaical law, they have just as 
effectually la,d as.de the principles of the Order, as Orangemen would 
do If they opened their doors to Roman Catholios, in fact the instant
of th^T1 °T8 t0‘,e Trmitari™ <dso ceaaes to be a true branch 
of the Templars, and shöuld be treated
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• The questton does not arise which ls most correct, the TrinUariav. ör

öolomon), and they were knownto the world, and deslgnated themselves 
fel'“,0r80,jM„8Chr.st.» an,, tho eM.fang bra“hTn 

Portugal is now called tho “Knights of Christ." In fact, the ancient rnles 
and ceremonies go to show conclnslvely that tho Order Is pecullarly 
“S" , T» »P=ak of the Templar Orde*r as a Masomc^roér öf 
Ktighthood, le slmply rldlculous. The Order exlsted for conturles anart 
faom Freemasonry withont any known connoctlon, further than that the 
Knights employed the Ancient Craft as workmon- .
cUdm that the intimate connectlon now cxlstlng botivccn Templary and

rought ont to the bitter endv-all the more reason thon that we om-ht to 
remaln staunch to the dogm\s of onr Ancient Faith, and sternly renel 
any attempts n.ado to lowertip; Standard ofouli rellgföus tests. ‘
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