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AILROAD OPEN

Lord Roberts Announces. Thiat Meéthuen
With Reinforcements and Supplies Will

Be Sent

Forward.

BURGHERS ABANDON THEIR POSITIONS

Fighting in Natal--Gen. Hart Has Qccupied
Colenso. :

.

(Associated Press.)

London, Feb. 20—Whatever good news
may have been received from the front
it is being carefully guarded.

In spite of the Queen’s announcement
to the fourth battalion of the Lingoln-
shire Militia this morning, that éood
news had been received from the ‘seat
of war, the war office officials solemnly
averred that they had received no news
up to 1:30 o’clock this afternoon.

Unofficially, it is rumored Gen. Kitch-
ener has brought ‘Cronje to a standstill
and has engaged him, and, it is added,
that the war office is awaiting the result
of the battle.

In Favor of Surrendering.

This, ‘though *plausible, may be prema-

ture.

In any case the confident hope that

General Cronje has been cut off

from Bloemfontein continues to prevail;
» !
the de-

in London, especially in view .

tailed dispatches saying thatethe Free

Staters, when they saw the extent of
the British forces, were in favor of sur-
rendering,

For Kimberley.

The first train to Kimberley left Cape-
town last might, and the neighborhood of
the famous siege seems thoroughly clear-
ed of Boers.

Shelling the Boers.

syen. Buller apparently is contenting

himself with shelling the Boers from his

newiy gained position at Monte Cristo,

which, according to gooﬁ opinion, is like- |
ly to form his base for another attempt '

to relieve Ladysmith.

May Join Cromje.

The Westminsier Gazette’s military
critic says he believes the Boers have
started northward in Natal,  and will
raise the siege of Ladysmith and rein-

force Gen. Cronje.
Ail Quiet in Zululand.

A dispatch froﬁl Pietermaritzburg,
dated Monday, Feb., 19th, says all is
in Zululand and that the Boers
bodies are reporied to be retiring

quiet
main
upon Dundee and Helpmaaker, leaving
small forces and two pieces of artillery
in each magistracy.
Boer Force at Stormberg.

According to a special dispatch from
Tarkasfﬂd, a refugee who has arrived
there says the Boers are 6,000 strong at
Stormberg, but that at Burghersdorp

they have only a small town guard.
Ly
I THE WEST.
Bo:rs Have Abandoned Their Positions Around

Kimberiey—Later Particulars Regard-
ing French’s Advance.

London, Feb. 20.—The Standard’s cor-
respondent at Modder River, under the
date of Sunday, February 18th, wires
as follows:

“The magnificent suecesses of the plan
of campaign of Roberts must be ascrib-
ed in great part, after full credit has
for careful and brilliant

to extreme mobility of the
organized forces employed, but
1t in-
in horses.

been  given
Strategy,
newly

Lis mobility has to be paid for.
volves a great expenditure
Thise of the Boers, for instance, are
Nearly finished,

i
tage,

If we are to retain our
there must be anm nustinted

i drawing upon- every possible source of
1
i supoly throughout the Empire.

the necessary remoants. i
“The infantry, under Lord Roberts,
have done some marvellous

i

i alry operations.,”

; Boer (Positions Evacuated,
|
1

Kimberley, Feb. 18~By heliograph to

;'.\Iodder River, Feb. 19.—The country is
}' all free around Kimberley. The Boers
: have evacnated Dronfield, Saltpan, Spyt-
! fontein and Scholtznek,
I One of their 12-poundeérs with am-
lmunition was captured, s was also
taeir laager at Dronfield, which was ab-
andoned’ on Friday night,

Rails {are being laid to Modder River.,
- Several herds of cattle have been cap-
tured, :

Cecil Rhodesig in excellent spi

H

ts.
3 i

b R 135 0.6 .20 81 (o008 85 ¢ (1) 6} 8 osed.

X ‘ t
Modder River, Feb. 19.—Although: the
rapid march of Gen. French’s division
~was marked by a number of conflicts,

“his'actua) entry into Kimberley was un-
‘ opp2sed.

{
1

i - When the British were sill cight miles
off the signalling corps they intercepted
a heliograph message from th:: beleag- -

. ured garrison to Modder River saying:‘i

|.“The Boers are shelling the town.” The
advancing column replied: “This is Gen,

. French icogning to the relief of Kimbar-
ley.” ‘The garrison was incredulous and |

thought the message was a Boer ruse
.and flashed the query: “What regiment
are you?” : ]

The reply satisfied the defenders ' of
;Kimberley. Anxiously awaited succor
i was at hand and a few hours later
: French, at the head of a column, made
a triumphant entry into the place, the
people surrounding the troops and inter-
mingling with them, cheering wildiy,
grasping the soldiers’ hands, waving
‘ﬂags, hats and handkerchiefs and exhib-
iting in a hundred ways the intensity of
their joy.

The- inhabitants had been on short ra-
tions for. some time, eating horse flesh
and living in burrows under heaps - of
mine refuse. The diminishing rations
had been servod out daily at 11 o’clock in

i

the market square under the shell fire |
of the enemy, whose guns opened on the ’

square whenever the inhabitants assem-
bled. :
Throughout the siege Cecil Rhodes pro-
vided the natives with work and food;
and thus kept them quiet. Iy
The mules of the convoy bearing’ proVi-

sions for the relief column of the town,

slowly winding its way across the plain
;in the direction of Kimberley, was the
gladdest sight which . had greeted the
eyes of the besieged for four months.
{ Gen. French’s march was so rapid and
the heat so intense, that many of his
horses died of exhaustion,

At the crossing from Modder River the
Boers bolted, leaving their tents, guns,

munition in the hands of the British.

Moving northward the Boers again at-
tempted to stem the advance, but French
turned their flank and reached his goal
with the insignificant losses of seven men
killed and 35 wounded, during three days
from Wednesday, Feb. 14th, to Friday,
Feb. 16th.

After a night’s rest at Kimberley, Gen.
French’s column pursued the Boers to
Drontveld, surrounded , the kopjes on
which they were posted, and shelled
them till nightfall, when the Boers fled,
leaving many dead,

Gen. Cronje left a gun, his tents, food
and clothes at Magersfontein.

Traing for Kimberley.

Capetown, Feb. 19.—The repairs to

Other- !
' wise we ‘shall soon be Without‘enough;
'horses of the suitable kind to furnish

marching,
mostly -at night. Their pluck and en- |

R 4Fv e-ning.
S &' During the day the gun, Lady Ran-

vxen, wagons and large quantities of am-*

j the %railway have sufficiently advanced
! to. enable the dispatch to-night of the
* first train to Kimberley, laden with zoal.!
f After that the military requiremencs will

KIMBERLEY

{
i
i
i
t
i
1}
{
H
1

be the first considération, 'second food:
stuffs, and then passengers, the train
for the last of which, it is anticipated,
will start on Wednesday or Thursday.
Officers Killed and Wounded.

London, Feb. 20.—The war office an-
:nounces the casualties among the officers
fduring the relief of Kimberley as foilows: |
. Killed, Lieut. A. B. Heisketh, 16th

: Lancers; Lieut. The Hon. W. McClin- "

“tock Bunbury, 2nd Dragoons.
| Wounded—Capt, B. R. Gordon and Lt.
! P. E. Brassey, 9th Lancers; Capt.. C. E

; _ Dispatch from Lord Roberts.
: London, Feb. 20.—The war office has
; issued a dispatch from Lord Roberts,

that it is dated Paardeberg, 7.05 p.m.,
{ Monday. Paardeberg is 30 miles east
i of Juaeobadal.

| The dispatch anmmounces that the ra'-
| road to Kimberley is open, and that
General Methuen. will proceed thererwith
reinforcements forthwith, and that large
supplies wiil be forwarded to the town.

L

i
Durbas Dispatctes Teli. of the Fightirg a
Tugela River —The Attick on Hiang.
wna Hill.

durance have gone very far toward en-
suring the safety and success of the cav- '

Durban, Feb. 19.—There was contin-
uous fighting yesterday from the British

positions on ‘Gun hill and Hussar hill. |

; The troops advanced from the former to-
wards Monte Cristo. 8

There was a heavy bombardment with '

thred 4.7-inch, guns and the one hundred-

pounder siege gun, supported by infan- i

try, against the Boar position on Hlang-
wana hill, which adjoins. Monte Cristo
and is regarded as the key to Groblers
Kloof.
 Thelfiring was particularly active from
- Hussar hill on the strong Boer entrench-
ments at the extreme end of Hlangwana
hill. These entrenchments were strength-
. ened with sandbags. The firing was
 still econtinued at 6 ' o’clock yesterday

. dolph, eame on an armored train from
~the direction of Colenso. It is reported

that we have captured over 100 prison- |

ers.

The naval guns knocked out the “Long
Tom” on 'Hiangwana hill at the first
shot, for which Gen. Buller especially
complimented the gunners.

Hlangwana hill lies between two bends
on the Tugela River. The Boers have
erected 'a bridge
~and the northern:bank of the river.

: Boers. Cross the River.
{
)

i~ Durban, Feb, - 19.—~Evening.—While
| Gen, Builer is continuing his movement
" on thd lextreme right and has made every
disposition for :the defence of his posi-
tion ‘to the leftand south of the Tuge-
la 'by maintaining there a force ude-
quate for that purpose, isolated parties
of Boers sometimes cross the river,
There is much; sniping.
1 Occupation of Colenso.

London, Feb. 20, 5.22 p.m.—News
has been received here that Gen, Hart
has occupied Colenso, after a slight en-
| gagement, { |

; e
THE QUEEN -INSPECTS MILITIA.

—o__
Her Majesty Says Good News Has Been
Received” From Ladysmith.
: —

Londen, Feb. 20.—The Queen, prior to
i Kaving Osborne House this morning on
:her return to Windsor, inspected the 4th
i Battalion of the Lincolnshire
§H'er Majesty announced, with a gratified

smile, .that good news had been received |

this morning from the seat of war,
Another account says the Queen; speci-
- fied ‘that the good nmews was from Lady-
smith.
j Macrum’s Charges.
! - New . York, Feb, 20.—~Chas. E. Macrum,
formeriy United States consul at FPre-
toria, who is now in Washington, has,
"according to a dispatch from that eity,
‘added to his testimony that the British
opened his letters, by publicly showing
some of the mail, which he claims was
opened.
| Macrum has several envelopes, bearing
the British sticker applied ‘to the en-
velope after it had ‘een opened by the
censor. He has oné envelope which con-
tained mail matter from Consul=General
Stowe at Capetown. It . is regulation
blue of the consular service. It bears
,upon its face the legend, “United States
consular service,” and a stamp, *Mail
suspended.”” On the reverse side is the
United States governmient seéal .impressed.

upon the red sealing wax of the consular ’

service, The British sticker resealing
the letter after it had been opened, bears
the letters “V.R.,” also the initials of the
clerk who opened the letter, and the
name of the place where it was opened.
This letter was mailed at Capetown. on
October 4th by Consul-General Stowe.
Tt was held there one month. apparently,
for the next post mark is that of Daur-

{ the main importance of which is the fact |

And Country Around Kimberley is Now Clear cf B« ers--Thej

betweenr Hldangwana ‘

Militia. -

ban, Nov. 4th. From Durban it was
sent to Pretoria.

It is also claimed that the Brifish au-
thorities are familiar with the American
consular code,

‘The ‘Patriotic Fund. T

Qttawa, Feb, 20.—The Canadian pa-
ftriotic fund to date is $121,900,

————
London, Feb. 20.—The Daily News

feorrespundeni at Capétown telegraphing

on Sunday, says: “Lord Methuen’s

force 1 learn'has arrived ‘at Kimberley,
having got through from Magerstontein
svithout fighting.”

il-L'oi-d Robérts’s genéralship was con-

gram from Modder River, that even the
senior officers who took the Sixth Divis-

" _don theroiigh' the ‘preliminddies of ‘the op-
;Tuson, 1Gth Lancers; Lieuts. R. k. For- " gration did mot dnow:what' they Wouid
“dyee and W. Long, 2nd Dragoons, R Bave to o sy sty

_Bnally have to do, The ﬁm" ‘has sent
@ direct message to Lot "Roberts con-
gratulating him and his troeps. "(’ﬁn-
¢rals’ French and:Kekwitch have been
rcquainted with thei: promotions,

H. W. Luey was' to-night informed by
+& member of the cabinet that the -war
voffice. had received a telegram anneunc-
i g that General Cronje was hopelesily
lséarrounded;

t & Mr. Wyndham was beset with anxious
:members. of the House, but would only
;feply that the government’s news: was

i

l‘ : Extremely Satisfactory,

The sole eXplanation 6f the goverament’s
withholding good news is that confirma-
tion and fMore details are awaited.

: The war office message communicated
to Mr. Lucy seems to indicate that Lord

Boers ‘or is about ‘to realize his plan.
Meanwhile Commandant Delarey, with
the Boers. from Colesberg is hanging on
i to the right flank of the British pursu-
inig columns, seeking to - deldy their
movement and 'so to assist the Boer
wagon train to escape. i

Students of topography think = the
Boers will hardly risk a fight until they
| iget ‘into, the rongh country. :

A correspondent of the Daily Mail
who was with the British convoy at-
tacked by the Boers at Riet River ford
wires: “Ultimately the British aban-
doned the convov in order not to cheek
the advance. Thus 200 wagons and 600
tons of stores fall into the hands of
_the Boers, though it is doubtful if they
will be able to carry them away.”

Free Staters Withdraw.

| .Londo‘n. Feb. 20.—The Daily News
dorrespondent at Chieveley
vesterday as follows: “We now occupy
the hills to the right of Colenso, includ-
; thige Hlangwana, which the Boers evac-
1%t night (Sunday), - A successful

s {%un& ~Teeapture-of ‘the railway-

‘may ‘be expected.”
i~ Gen. Buller has achieved real sueceess
seemingly in canturing the range of hills
south of the Tugela.

A Ladysmith special reports an ap
parent movement on the part of the
Boers towards the Free State.
news of Gen. Buller’s attempting anoth-
i er crossing of the Tugela east of Coi-
i enso, after the capture of Hlangwana
i Hill, therefore, gives great satisfaction.
Buller’s losses so . far have been about
20 in wounded. His entire army, with
| the exception of Gen. Hart’s Brigade, is
engaged in the operation.

According to Dr. Levds the Free State
troops who were besieging Ladvsmith
| ‘have ‘withdrawn in order to defend their
{ thomes.
| Gen. Buller’s snccess agajnst the weak-
. ened - forces, He "will forego his pro-
ljected trip to Rome, he says, because
#decisive events are now taking place in
“the theatre of war.”

‘ P
i~ Lomdcn, Feb, 21.—The last news of
' the{day id that Gen. Buller thinks the
| Boers are about to raise the siege ‘of
]Ladysmith. They are leaving all the
i positions held by them on British terri-
tory and are concentrating for the de-
fence of their own.
| -~ 'Gen. Clements reports thdt the force
confronting him has been greatly dimin-
| ished. Ten [thousand men are said to
have gone from the Colesberg district
!alone. The Boers are also retracing
| their steps from Zululamd.
f Thus they are 'relaxing their hold on
~all sides in order to assembls to oppese
! Lord Roberts. He is pressing on stead-
ily towards Bloemfontein. This is
shown {by his inconsequental telegram
i from Paardeberg; fifty or sixty miles
away,
golumn that is

‘Pursuing the Boers,

' and the next important news may be the
occupatien of Bloemfontein. )
Nothing has been heard from the chase
- of the Crenje force for two days.
| ~Owing to the lack of transports, the
' British dre not likely to invdade Boer
territory” except where ILord: Roberts is
operating.  “Gen. Buller will have to
stop at the Drakensberg mountiins.
Probably a part of his 40,000 men will
anitimately join the legions of Lord Rob-
erts, o :
1f, as Gen. Buller svers, the Boersg are
reireating from him, then the news -on
every side is favorable to the British,
Nevertheless troops continue to go in.
" The war office thinks that the eall of
veterans to rejoin their colors together
with the bounty will bring 45,000 mlen
to thelhome defence. The Urgency 'with

which home defance is pressed excites

some wonder.
The British losses in killed, wounded
and lcaptured now aggregate'll,l()?.

.__0_. e
OOCUPATION OF COLENSO.

‘Bnors: Offered But Sligﬁt Resistance and
Are Retreating.

M-
London, Feb., 20.—Gen. Buller semds
the following dispatch:

“Blow's Farm, Tuesdav. Feb. 20, 4:20
p.m.—The Fusilier = brigade  vesterday
took Hlangwana Hill, the right of the
enemy’s position, and commanding Col-

.

ucted. with such scerecy, ‘says ‘a téle-

bave LMope, besw hat fow.>

Kitchener has either got ahead of the\‘

telegraphed.

The '

In this way he' acconnts .for’

Doubtless he is miles behind the :

‘Wictoriar Monnted  Rifles.

enso the rest of the forece advancing to- '

wards the Tugela.

“This morning the enemy had with-
drawn ail the troops north of the Tuge-
la and practically evacuated Colenso.

“To-day General Hart occupied Col-
enso after a very slight resistance by a

weak rear guard and we hold the line

of the Tugela on the south side from
Colenso to Bagle’s Nest.

“The enemy seem to be in fullgretreat
and apparently are omly holding the po-
sition they oecupy across the Colenso-
Ladysmith railway. where it is close to
the angle of the Tugela, with a weak
rear guard.

“Hart’s advanced guard is crossing at
Colenso, :

“Our casuvalties vesterday and to-day

Wi

KellvsKennv. iz Endeayoring fo Cut
Them . Off From Bloemfontein.

7

London, Feb. 21.—The Daily. Chron-
icle’sicorrespondent telegraphing on Sun-
day, describes Gen, Cronie’s retreat with
the Boere it Magersfonteéin on learning
of :Gen, French’s snccess,

At midnight on Thursday, headed by
Gen. * Cronje, 5,000 Boers. with their
heavy guns and ox wagons, evacuated
Magersfontein. At dawn on Friday the
retreating Boer army was seen from the

Rritish. naval gun station on Klip Drift

Konie  trekkine. westward aeross  the
Rritish front at a distanee of 500 vards,
Onr guns onened npon them. and a foree
of mounted infantry, crossing the river,
‘made
: A Dashing Charge

in the attempt to cut off the head of
the enemy’s column, But in half an
hour ‘their ‘whole'foree had ‘gained shelter
under a line of kopjes.

Meanwhile two of our batteries had
enthe “np. '@nd with the Oxford Buffs,

West Ridings and Giloncesters. with our '

infantry, crossed the Drift. and for three
honrs were engaged with the “énemy.
While our batteries shelled his position
the mounted infamtry kept hard at work.
Unable té withstand our galling fire, the
enemv. retired. dispnting every inch of
the way. and took np a second position
on the kopjes to the eastward. It was
a magnificent spsctacle to see the Boer
armv at har, ' Their rear gunard. 2.000
strong. fought us while the main body

. trekked further east. and then brought

'their gun<’ into action while the rear
gvard retired.
The action Jasted most of the day. Our
Infantry Fought Splendidly,
but the pnemy held his ground under
the ¢ontinned bombardment.

. Later .on ‘the Boer commamder ven-
turedion & bold stroke.  Leaving” 2,000

“of his men under cover, he withdrew the

rest from his' main position and headed
for Klip Kraal Drift, six miles to the

feast. This movement was soon discov-

ered.

Our mounted infantry ecame back
across the Drift and marched along the
south bank in an endeavor to head off
thq enemy. When' we reached the meigh-
‘borhood of Klip Kraal Drift, night had
fallen -and half the Boers were aiready
atross to the south side. Our mounted
infantry harassed their movements.

Meanwhile the Boer rear guard hav-
ing covered the crossing of the main
body, - retired - slowly and fsuccessfully

I crossed the Drift, The rear guard fought

desperately; and as it -,

Fell Baek to the River
it wis harassed on the flank and rear by
the British.

Having thus passed the Modder un-
der eover of darkness, the. Boers irek-
kel throughout the night in the direction
of Bloemfontein. Gen. Kelly-Kenny
with the Sixth Division then pursued
them. at ‘daylight, Gen. Macdonald with
the Highlanders followig him.

‘Macdonald reached’ Klip ‘Kraal Drift
by foreced marches on Sunday.

Gen. Kelly-Kenny moving from Klip
Kraal Drift was endeayoring to outflank
the enemiy and to ¢ut them -off from
Blosmfontein, so as to drive them back
into Gen. Macdonald’s hands.

When I left the front Gen. Kelly-Ken-
ny had not come up with the enemy.

CAUGHT IN A TRAP.

—O— :
How the Victoria = Mounted Rifles
Fought and Died.

PN

London, Feb. 19-—A dispatch to the
Times. from Naauwpoort, describing the
retirement to Arundel, draws attention
to fhe ‘dévotion of twenty men ‘of the
swho' ' svere
egught in a .‘.t.mp_nqd}}i,ed to a man,
fighfing to their last breath.

Boers Capture Comvoy. -

“Cradoék, Cape ,Colony, Feb. 20.—De-
tails havedrrived here:with 1espect to
the :cqlf:aqtep of the British convoy cap-
tured by the Boers at Riet River. It ap-
péars - that the Wagons ‘Were laagered
near the Drift and that the convoy was
attacked by 1,800 Boers with four guns,
The shelling continued  all day.

One hundred and eighty wagons were
captured, containing provisions aud
forage. Half the drivers and leaders
were killed or are missing,

ke
MILITIA BALLOT ACT.

et
Speeches by Lord Sdlisbury and Duke
of Deyonqhire.

¢ Ok o

London, Feb. 20.—During the discus-
sion in the House of Liords ‘'on the motion
of the Earl of Wemyss favoring an am-
ended Militia Ballot Act, v

Lord T.ansdowne said He thought it
would be inexpedient to' have medourse to
the Militia Baliot except in the case of

a complete failure of the voluntary 8Fs-

tem.

The Duke of Devonshire, lord prési-
dent of the council, expressed a similar
opinion. adding thit the present emer-
gency did not call for the “recent hyster-

ical appeals” of Lord Rosebery fior a
l mobilization of the fleet,
: The ! Earl] of Kimherley supported fhe
| contention of Lord Lansdowne, Lor@
| Rosebery, TLord Dunraven and Los@
Northprook :With others supported the
proposal of:Lord Wemyss, :

The Marquis of Salisbury opposed’ the
m.-)tmn. He  said there was not ‘the
slightest chance of passing such a 'Bifl
, Without -angry and acrimonious deébase,
. and" without public discussion of ‘those
dangers.to which Lord Rosebery thought
. the country exposed. He asked if the
. House' thought this would be advantage-
ous. “Suppoge the bill were to pasa,”
said the Premier, “and the ballot Were
| to p’nfbe ‘“unsuccessful, it wounld giwe
abroad an impression of defencelessness,
3 1 - thé noble lord (the Barl of
| Rosebery). *If the ballot were introdue-

ed -it would be impossible to stop shert
i of conscription. It has been suggested
i that the balit will have the effect dof
driving men into the ranks of the Vol
teers. I rather suspect it would drive
tham to emigrate to the trans-Atlantie
countried where their own language an@
religion’ prevail, and where there is me
ballot of that sort to frighten them. ¥
prefer mot to run the risk of awakening
nnaccustomed emotions:at a time whem
it is necessary that the nation shoul@
work in harmony.” :
The motion of Lord Wemyss was e~
jected by a vote of 69 against 42.
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FOR HOME DEFENCE.
§ Sl £
| Am Invitation to Reserve Men to Re-
| join the Colors.

o i

I~ndon, Feb. 20.—The Queen, through

her private secretary, Sir Arthur Johm

Bigge, has sent the following letter te

the Commander-in-Chief of the forves,
Field Marshal Lord Wolseley:

“uUsborne, Feb. 17.
‘“My Dear Lord Wolseley:

“As so large a proportion of the army
is now in South Afrieca, the Queen fully
realizes: that necessary ~measures must
be adopted for home defence, '

“Her Majesty is advised that it wounl®
be possible to raise for a year an eff
cient forece from her old soldiers, whe
kave alresidy served as officers, non-com
missioned officers, or privates, and oenm
fident in their devotion to their country
and loyalty to her throne, the Queen ap
peals to them to serve her once more im
p:ace of those who, for a time, side Wy
side with the peoples of her colonies are
nobly resisting the invasion of her South
Afriean possessions.

“Her Majesty has signified her pleas- -

A glgpse battalions shall be: desis-

" Signed, Arthur Bigge
REPLY 10 MACRUM.

) e
He Made No Complaint Regarding His
Mail—Report of Alliance With
Britain Unfounded.

St T s

Washington, Feb. 21.—The answer of
the state department to the house resom-
tion for infermation reganding certdm
charges made by late Consti Macrum.
was transmitted to the house yesterday
by the President. It is signed by See-
retary Hay, and after reciting the reso-
lution says:

“Answering the first part of the rese-
lution, the department of state has beem
in regular communication by mail and
telegraph with Charles B. Macrum, late
consul of the Umited States at Pretoria,
South African 'Republic, since his em
trance upon.duties of the office.  Com-
munications made to him have been am-
swered and the exccution of instructions
sent has been reported by him. His dis-
patches to the department, forwarded
through the consulate at Lermzo Margmes
have, during that time, been i Rtly,
received, The only instance of complamt
in respect to the transit of the mails for
Lorenzo Marquez and Pretoria was m
November last, when a temporary stwe-
page of the mails occurred at Capetown,
against which Mr. Macrum and the con-
sulate at Lorenzo Marquez protested.
Arrangements were made for the prompt
delivery of the consulate mails to the
United- States: consul-general at Cape-
town, by whom the mail for Mr. Hollis
and Mr, Macrum was forwanded to Lor
enzo Marquez. * The delay lasted but =
few days and has mot recurred so far
as the department is advised. After that
time the department’s mail for Lorenze
Marquez and Pretoria was sent by 's
neutrai route which, it -appears. was
known and open to Mr. Macrum and Mr
Hollis as early as November 16fh Jast
No ‘obstacle, therefore, is here kuown %o
lguyg‘.,existed,sixicé then to Mr. Marrum's

pered correspondence with the de-

ent of state. ‘At no time while

post did Mr. Macrum report te

the department any evidence of violatiom

by the opening. or otherwise, of his of

ficial mail by the British cemsor at Dws

ban or by any person or persons whuso-

ever, there or elsewhere. meither bas he

80 reported since he Teft Preforia, ak

though having the amplest opportunity

to do so by mail while on the way home,

and in persom, when® he'reported to the
department apon, his returm home,

“Answezing  the second part of the
aforesaid resolution, the undersigned swe
retary. of state has the homor to say fhat
there is no truth in the charges that
a, secret alliance existed between the
republic of the United States and “the
empire of Great Britaim, that mo Torss
of secret alliance is pessible under thw
constitution of the United States, masms
much  as treatics require the advice wn®%
consent of the senate, amd finally., That
no secret alliamce, convention, arrmmpe-
ments or understanding exists bHetween
the United States and anv other patiom

“(Signed) John Hav. department of
state, Feb. 20th, 1900.”

It fs estimated that 18.000.000 tows wif
eoal are imported inta T,ondon every yews,
of which amount 7,288,000 tons’ come hy
sea. i

srve Battalions of =~



