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Ottawa, Aug 087’ 1609,

sir,=-

In reply to your letter of the 16¢h inst. witih
Purthor reference to the desire of some of the Indians of
James Smith's band that Chief James Head bhe ‘eposed, I beg
t0 say that the Dena rtnent does not underestgnd what you
mean when vou say "it would he well Af they wero informed
officially of their errory¥. As you are aware,councilWors
pernard Constant and Jagob MelLoan were informed on the
13th uls. thnt/as the chief was aprointed for an ine
definite temrm,it is not poesible %0 depose him except on
the ground of dighonesty, intemporance, irmorality or
incompetency; a copy of the 1etter referred to having

_peen sent you on the same date.

You might remind the councillors who are die-
aatinfied with the chinf that no change in the texm of
shiefshin was made in the aprointment of James Head, as they
themselveas were apnointed for 1ife and the three-=yoear
gystem has not yet been applied to bands in the new
provinces.

1 may remark that after the death of Chief James
gnith tho authority to appoint a succesnor Was conveyed to
the Indian Agent at that +ime for the Duck Lake Agenay,
Mr.VW.EB.Jones, on June 34, 1908, but the file in this matter
does not #how +that Mr. Jones aver informed the Department
of the name of the new ohief apnointed by him; howaver the
Nepartment has no doub® that Mr.Jones appointed James Head

as ohief.

Your obedient servanty,
Jas .Macarthur, Esq.,

Indian Agent,

Duok Lake, sask.
gacroatary.
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