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As lo thp heading ..f tre^H. Prof.^8„r E. R. I^nke, HortlcnltnriHt of tl...Oregon KxiKrlmeutal .Station, Corvallls, expiVHw-s lilniwlf as f..llow»:—
" A tm.," he sajH, " shouia not be over a year old when plantetl In an

on-hard; it will then have a nunil.er of buds all along the stem. One of
these, about nine inches from tl..- ground, should be selectvil and allowed t,.grow; about nine indies alK)ve. and about a third of the way round the stem
allow the next to grow, and so on, always keeping a leader and allowlnr"
branches t<» grow not less tlian nine inches apart. The tree will at first
laesent a rather awkward api>earanc-e, Init it soon gets over tliat, for as tli.-
limbs grow cait it assumes a synunetrical apjiearanc-e.'"

The following ents and explanatory rennirks are furnished bv Profes«„i-
Lake :

—

" I am sending you a drawing from nature of a one-vear-old tree (Fig 1 .

as wo i)refer It for usual plantings; Fig. 2, as the tr(>e api>ears at the end ..r
a year after transj.Ianting; an<l Fig 3 as it is pruned for the formation ..f
tlie permanent head.

•' Some advantage oould h.-ive been gaincnl in growth had all the otli.r
branches been i.inched back during the first season out, rather than permitting
them to grow and then at the end of the season cutting out all c-xcept tlu"
ones left to forn. the head. A and B .. vjg. 3 represent the plac-es where
branches will issue from the leader next ., , and so on."

The i»rnnlng nuist, of course, be regulated by circumstance.s. the pt>culi.ir-
ities of the variety and other conditions being taken into consideration
Above all things, Mr. Lake says, avoid cutting out the leaders; there is ...
imrt ot the qie-stion of pruning that is so pernic-ious as the too common
l.ractice of cutting out the centre, thus forcing the tree to grow in an unn.-i-
tural manner and inducing the formation of forks. A tree grown in this
manner will, when it comes into bearing or from the eflftcts of storms be
almost c-ertain to .split asunder at the fork and be ruined. The objects ..f
low heading, as reconnnended, are two-fold, viz., to avoid, in a great measurv
the full effcHts of storms, and the ea.se with which the fruit can be picked
>o ladders being nece.ssary, girls are able to gather the fruit from the gronn<l
thus avoiding the injury to trees from the use of ladders and the rough nsa-c
fruit is subjected to through being handled in that way. Furthermore I..-

sa.vs. experience has proved that girls make better pickers than men-thc^
handle the fruit with more dellcac-y and care, thus preventing a large pei"-
c-entage of bruised fruit. When asked how cultivation could l)e done in an
orchard with low-heading trees, he said tliat by the use of spreaders, dis,-
hariows and acme harrows or scarifiers could be made to till the soil beneatli
the trees, and yet permit the horses to travel safely away from them, evcu
though the tops are broad and low. With low heads, well trained. cultivati..ii
can be done as thoroughly as when the trees are headed high. On all
grounds, tlierefore, Mr. Lake contends that exi>erlence has proved that tli.-

system he reconnuends is by far the most practical, and gives better results in
every way. I nnist acknowledge, after having heard Mr. Lake explain hi<
views and his reasons, I feel that my ideas reg.irding high pruning sliould i 1

a great measure be modified, and I, therefore, take great pleasure in addin,'
this chapter to my former remarks in Bulletin No. 12.


