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crown J but when the people were increafed

to a confiderable body, it was not thought
reafonable to leave them longer under a mode
of government fo averfe from that which they

had enjoyed at home. They were therefore

empowered to eledl reprefentatives for the

feveral counties into which this province is di-

vided, with privileges refembling thofe of the

reprefentatives of the commons in England.
The perfons fo elected form what is called the

lower houfe of aflembly. This was added to

the council which ftill fubfifted, and the mem-
bers of which were, and to this day are, no-
minated by the crown, as at the firft ; and
they are not only nominated by the crown,
but hold their feats during the king's pleafure,

as lignified by his governor. They are fliled

honourable, and are chofen from the perfons

of the heft fortunes and moft confiderable in-

fluence in the country. They form another

branch of the legiflature, and are fometimes
called the upper houfe of aflembly. They
anfwer in fome meafure to the houfe of peers

in our confl:itution. As the lower houfe of

afl'embly is the guardian of the people's privi-

leges, the council is appointed chiefly to pre-

ferve the prerogative of the crown, and to le-

cure the dependence of the colony j it is the

more effectually to anfwer thefe ends, that the

members of the council only are appointed

during pleafure,
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