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somely carpeted, containing four pier-glasses, one

on each wall; a scarlet damask ottoman; a

scarlet cloth sofa ; fourteen scarlet chairs ; scarlet

curtains ; white blinds ; and in the middle a fine

mahogany table covered with green cloth.

As I was the sole monarch of all I surveyed,

I reclined on the sofa, and was admiring the

arrangements made everywhere in Paris for the

reception of strangers, when the door opened,

and in walked a gentleman with two young

ladies, who had scarcely looked at themselves

—

"vue et approuvee"—in the glass almost im-

mediately above me, when in walked four more

young ladies and a gentleman, then three middle-

aged ladies and two gentlemen.

As soon as the clock of the establishment

struck, there stood at the door a porter, making

dumb signals to us to advance, and accordingly

nine bonnets and five black hats hastened to-

wards him into the passage, where we found

waiting, and ready to conduct us, an exceedingly

pleasing-looking intellectual young man of about

twenty years of age. Everybody, excepting

myself, appeared to be in tiptop spirits ; but as

the object of my visit was solely to make myself

acquainted with a very important establishment,

I could not help for a few moments inwardly

groaning when I reflectsd that a guide of twenty
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