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to hoftile engagements againft us, flie had

certainly forfeited all right to this fatisfac-

tion 5 which we affured her, in the moft

folcmn manner, ilie (hould mod amply re-

ceive, as foon as {lie had cleared up ourjuft

fufpicions on that head. This (hort delay too

could be of no bad confcqaence to Spain.
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From thefe obfervations, it appears, that

the publication of thefe papers could by no

means have thrown any light upon the

merits of the war with Spain, and therefore

that the fuppreffion of them could not be

with a view to keep us in the dark in that

matter.

But the irrelative nature of thefe papers

to the real merits of the rupture, is not the

only reafon that juftifies the not publifhing

them 5 becaufe, had it been propofed to lay

before parliament, the full and perfedt

grounds of the old difputes, whole volumes

muft have been publiflied, in order to fee

forth in a proper manner the pretenfions,

claims, and rights of both dates. The hifto-
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