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Mr. Blain rose. (Cries of "order.") He aaid the right hon. gentleman

had made a charge an;ainst him. He would answer it at another time.

Sir John Macdonald—Before the committee which I propose to move,

and which will have the power to administer an oath, and which the mem-

ber for Bothwell has invited, I shall be able to prove the fact I stated.

The hon. gentleman will perhaps reserve himself for that. (Interrup-

tion.)

Mr. HoLXON— 1 raise the question of order. I doubt whether *.he right

hon. gentleman is in order in making statements affecting the right of

hon. gentlemen to sit in this house without formulating charges to be fol-

lowed by a motion. The hon. gentleman intimates his intention of mak-

ing a motion at a future time, but he cannot move a motion of the kind

indicated in a debate on the a ddress. To charge members with having ob-

tained their seats by improper means is therefore a violation of the pro-

prieties of debate, and I believt of other standing (orders of the house.

Mr. Blake—In the case of the member for West York the proceeding is

doubly irregular, for it is interfering with an actual petition pending be-

fore an election committee.

The Speaker said a good deal of language had been used diiring the de-

bate which would have been better not used, but the subject was of such a

character that he should not interfere with free discussion. It would be

better if the minister of justice refrained from directing charges against

individual members.

Sir John Macdonald— I submit to your decision, sir, I would not have

alluded to the hon. member if it had not been for the offensive way in

which he interrupted me, and my knowledge about his case. The hon.

gentlemen opposite will find out that I know a great depl more about their

elections than they would care that I should know. I shall now proceed

with the history I am giving to the house as well as I can under these un-

seemly interruptions. Sir, there never was an occasion, there never was

a minute, in which the interests of Canada were sacrificed by the govern-

ment of Canada for election purposes. (Loud cheers.) I say that we car-

ry out the law as well as the law can be carried out. (Cheers.) I say

thai; up to <he very last moment we tried to obtain an amalgamation of

the two companies. I almost went on my knees, which is not my habit, I

am sorry to say, to my friends in Toronto, for the purpose of securing

an amalgamation, and though I did not secure an amalgamation of the two

companies, yet I got an amalgamation of the two interests, and secured the

beat men in western Canada. I have no hesitation in saying that in the

company chartered by the government, we have the very best men in Can-

ada, considering all the circumstances. Let u'. " -y. -^r the whole board


