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XXXll Introduction

the earth's crust and surface. They do not tell us

what took place in the world without, in the physi-

cal universe, they had no means of doing so ; but

they do tell us what took place at certain periods

in the world of mind, in the interior of man.

The term "ethnic religion " needs some explana-

tion, perhaps, before we go further. An ethnic or

primitive religion is one which belongs to people of

one blood and language, people who increased and

developed together with the beliefs of every sort

which belong to them. Such a religion includes

every species of knowledge, every kind of custom,

institution, and art. Every aboriginal nation or

human brood has its gods. All people of one

blood and origin are under the immediate care and

supervision of their gods, and preserve continual

communication and converse with them. Accord-

ing to their own beliefs, such people received from

their gods all that they have, all that they practise,

all that they know. Such people, while their blood

is unmixed and their society unconquered, adhere to

their gods with the utmost fidelity.

The bonds which connect a nation with its gods,

bonds of faith, and those which connect the indi-

viduals of that nation with one another, bonds of

blood, are the strongest known to primitive man,

and are the only sociai bonds in prehistoric ages.

This early stage was the one in which even the

most advanced group of Indians in America found

themselves when the continent was discovered.

On the Eastern hemisphere, where there were so
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