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ENGLISH DISCOVPJIY

or

fi^rilK AMEIUCAN CONTINKNT
m JOJIN A\J) SEBASTIAN CABOT.

To C. S. Pkuceval, Ksq., J)ir. Sac. Ant.

My DEAIl PlCllCEVAL,

\\\\iV\ there remain any in this utilitarian ag-e who value accuracy in

history, tlie date of the discovery of the continent of Anun-ica by English vessels

will not he regarded as unimportant. It is well known that Columhiis, whose

great aelii(!veinent of li'J2 lias placed him on a pinnacle of renown whieli neithin-

rivalry nor detraction can ever eclipse or undcn'mine, was himself preceded in the

actual discovery of terra firma l)y John and Sebastian Cabot. It was not till

1 19S that that prince of navigators lighted on the north coast of South America,

whereas it is a fact h(!yond all question that in 1197 John Cabot, aeccmipanied

by his son Sebastian, was on the east coast of North America. The question is,

whether in that year they discovered that coast for the first time, or Avhether in

1191. it had becm already seen by them, though j)Ossibly not explored. IJotli

these su])i)ositions hav.. liad their advocates at different j)eriods, but in later years

the materials for forming a sound judgment on the question have much increased

under our hands, and I should not be occupying your time now if I Avere not of

opinion that the entire collection of documents in our possession is sufficient to

enable us to come to a decided conclusion.

I'he belief that the first discovery wns made in 1191 is no novelty. As far

back as the year 1591 a German named Kathaniel Kochhaf, but bi-tter known

by the name of Chytrasus, published at Uerborn, in Nassau, a little Avork entitled

Variorum in Eurupd Itincruiii DelieUe, in which he prints a large variety of

legends which he met with in his travels. In the year 155G he saw at Oxford a

map professing to be by Sebastian Cabot, containing nineteen inscriptions, whicli

he transcribed and printed. Of these the two numbered respectively 8 and 17
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