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From Boijnmin F. Butler.

I am much ploasod to Icaiii that a coiuplt to compUation of Mr.

Sumner's speeches and letters is to he puhlishech

Tliey are a (h'sideratinn I'or the times. The history of the anti-

slaveiy contest in Conj^'ress is thci'cin wi'itten in hvinjf lanj,nia<,'o,

hocauHC eaeli spoeeh made of itsell' an epoch in the struj,'<^lo. Tho

almost providential accident of one vote <j;ave to Mr. Sunmer tho

position ol leader in the ^n'cat work whicii has pMr^-e(l tho institu-

tions, the veiy constitution of the country, ii-oni the sin and wronj^

(»f slavi'ry ; and uohjy has ho (illc<l it ; heiter, indeed, than could

have heeii done hy any other man in the nation. Tho virulent op-

position which lio mot in the jjreat task which ho undertook re-

quired his varied accomplishments and learninjjr, his untiring

industry, and unsworviu<i^ devotion to principle, — ipialitios sel-

dom united in one. The history of the ri'<i-encrati('n. of lio{)uldican

Democracy in tho western world Avould not bo comploto without

tho volumes you aro about to publish.

From IIenvy Wilson.

I am really <rratiri(>d to learn that you arc to publish the com-

ploto woi'ks of ^[r. Sumner, under his own supervision. Durinfj^

tho pa.st twenty-live years I have known him, watched his coufso

as a public man, heard and read h's speeches, and know how ho

has consecrated talents and learning to tho rights of man and tho

onduiing interests of his country. Ilis speeches have largely con-

tributed to i>roduce tho grand results that cheer and bless us, and

I am sure they will be read Avith increasing interest, not only for

tho topics discussed, but for their learning and eloquence.

From Wendell Phillips.

I am glad you are to give us a complete collection of Mr. Sum-
ner's S[)eeehes. His part and place have been such in the last

twenty years, that his career is largely the history of the Nation.

His speeches cover the most im]>ortant and interesting questions

we have been called to meet. Years ago the easy sneer was that

he was a man of " one idea," — dealt only with one question, or

(>ne class of questions.


