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always be contemplated together. For, in

our prcfcnt circumllanccs, neither ought the

revenue to be facrificed for the augmentation

of our trade, nor ought our trade to be lef-

frned for the fake of incrcafing the public

revenue. I enter not into the qucftion of
right litigated between thcflate and the India

company. Whatever comes of the dewanc,
thefovercignty of Great-Britain over theter-

King James the FIril feems to have had an idea of Ms owrt

independency upon the community ; snd the parh'ament,

In their fir ft a<S in his reign, thought it fitting to declare,

whence all the branches of the legillatuie dciived their au-

thority :
" The whole body of the realni, " fays the (latute,

*' and every particular member theieof, either In pcifun, or

*' by rcprefentation upon their own free cle^ior, arc, by
*' the laws of the realm, deemed to be prefent in the high
" court of parliiiment. " They do not fay in the houfe of

commons, but in parliament. The conftitutional doc-

trine, therefore, is, that the nxjhole legifJature rcprefents the

people of the realm ; thq king and the lords arc equally,

with the commons, the leprefentatives of the community,

and eijually accountable to the people for their conduct.

Hence it is that the people have a right to petition, as they

frequently do, the other branches of the legiflaturc, to de-

flroy the afls of the commons : which v/ould be a flrange

ablurdity, if the commons only were their rcpiefcntatives

or agent.'-, and vefted with full poweis to a(5l for them.

The people have, indeed, a cheque upon tJie condu^il:

of tlie individuals, who compofe an houfe of comincns

from the frcquc-rt i cturns of their clcclions, which tbt-y

have not Ujion either of (he other branches of tha legida-

ture ; and it is, therefdre, to be prcfumed, that the mem-
bers of that lioufe will be more particularly attentive to the

circuii'<lanccs and inclii^aiion ufthe people, than either

• the piii.ce or the peers can be fuppofcd to be. The giant

of iijpi'lies fliould, for this realon, originate with the

comijicr.s ; and, ior r. coiitraiy one, the ultinrate detifion

of contioveifics icfpetLting ptopptiy, fhould reft v.iih the

lords,

ritorlcs


