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hopci to be able to cflabllfli a mutual interchange of knowledge, and

to efie<^ a friendly literary intercourfe among all nations ; by which

man (hall come gradually to know, to efteem, to aid, and to benefit

his fellow creatures wherever he finds them. The human heart is

nearly the fame at all times; and it is perhaps alike Aifceptible of

piety, beneficence and generofity among all people, if errors tha( too

often pervert the underftanding were eradicated. The proper bufinefn

of philofophy is to eradicate thofe errors which eftrange mankind
from each other, and to extend the fphere of beneficence among men
wider and wider (kill, till it ihall comprehend every individual of the

human race. Should the editor of this work be enabled to eftablifli

the foundation of this fyftem of univerfal civilization, he would reckon

himfelf Angularly fortunate indeed, and think that he had accomplifhed

one of the moil glorious achievements that can fall to the lot of man
to perform. Animated with this hope, his exertions have been great

;

and he trufts they "will not in future be unworthy of the objc<5t he

has in view. He is happy in being able to fay, that he has been

more fortunate in forming connections with men of eminence ii the

literary world than he had any reafon to expeA ; and were he here to

mention the names of thofe who are to honour him with their cor-

ref}>ondence, it is hard to fay whether it would moft expofe him to

be cenfured as vain, or bring his veracity in queftion. Suilice it

therefore at prefcnt only to fUy, that there is fcarcely a civilized na-

tion on the globe in which he has not a reafonable aifurance of having

fome confidential correfpondents, on whofe knowledge and zeal in the

caufe of fcience he can fully rely. It is indeed to that ardour for

knowledge among them that he is folely indebted for the favourable

countenance he has obtained. Into all nations, therefore, where the

Englifh language is in any way known, this work will probably find

its way; and of courfe it may be expe<Sted that the nfeful dil'coverics, or

literary eflays of ingenious men, wih have a better^ance of being

generally read, and the writers of them made known among men of

letters, if inferted in it, than perhaps in any other publication. I'o

give this work, therefore, the full value of which it is fufccptible, the

editor warmly folicits coqpnunications from ingenious men of all na-

tions. Brevity and originatity in Jcientljic difquifitions, utilky with te-^

fpeA to artti accuracy and thd moft fcrupulous fidelity in regard to rx-

ferimentSf nature and truth in the delineation of real life^ and elegance

in polite literature and the btlles lettret^ are what he chiefly wiihes to

obtain. Though utility fhall ever be his chief aim, he is well aware,

that to be able to accomplifh this aim, it is nccelTary that the work
fhould be as agreeable as poffible. Dry and intricate details, therefore,

it fhall be his fhidy to avoid. To pottfh the manners and to huma-
nize the heart, he believes to be the firfi:' fleps requir'^d in an attempt

to infpire a tafte for literary excellence, and to excite exertions for at-

taining the higheft perfe<ftion in arts. This he hopes to be able to

elFedt, by a careful feledlion of elegant diflertations, charaderiflical

anecdotes, entertaining tales, and lively fallies'of wit and humour, that

(hall b(t naturally calculated to awaken the attention of youth, und to
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