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the northern boundary, and which have been

already mentioned in the general description of

North America, there are some considerable

lakes in the northern parts of the United terri-

tory. Those on the west have been little ex-

plored. The small lakes called Cedar, Little

Winnipeg, and Leech, supply the sources of

the Mississippi^ On the east the most impor-

tant lake is that ofChaniplain, rather resembling

a \vide river, which flows into that of St. Law-
rence, and supplies an easy communication with

Canada. The Champlain is the boundary be-

tween the states of New York and Vermont,
being in length about 75 geographical miles,

while the breadth seldom exceeds four or five

;

and it terminates in the broad river called

Chambly or Richlieu, which falls within the

the limits of Canada. Lake George, at the

southern extremity of Champlain, approaches
within a few miles of the Hudson river, so that

a canal might be opened at no great expence.
Besides many small lakes south-west of the
Champlain, there are several other lakes in the

same direction, and also in the province of New
York, as the Oneida, the Cayuga, and Sennaka.

Mountains.—The chief mountains have
been likewise described in the general view of
North America. The White and Green Moun-
tains in the northern provinces, and the Land's
Height, which bounds the district of Main, may
be regarded as elongations of the Apalachian
chain, to which also belong the Savage and
Bald Mountains, and the Allegany, so called

from another name of the river Ohio, (some-

times extended to the whole Apalachian,) with

, ipany o|Jier local denominations, the Blue Moun-
tains being the most general term for the exte-

rior rid'^e towards the ocean.

FoRi'.sTS.—Aboriginal forests are sonumerous
throughout the United territory, that none seem
to be particularly distinguished. There does not
appear to exist, on the whole continent of Ame-
rica, any of those sandy deserts which are so re-

markable in Asia and Afric. There is, on the

contrary, an exuberance of water even in the

most torrid regions ; which might be added as

a proof that the theory that this continent has

more recently emerged. Even the volcanoes

in South America often pour down torrents of
water and mud, and no where occur the sandy
ruins of plains, after the fertile soil has been to-

tally lost, or the rocky skeletons of ancient

mountains. Tlie large tract in tlie eastern part
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of Virginia and North Carolina, called the Dis-

mal Swamp, occupies about 150,000 acres; but
it is entirely covered with trees, juniper and
cypress on the inore moist parts, and on the

drier white and red oaks, and a variety of pines.

These trees attain a prodigious size ; and among
them there is often thick brushwood, so as to

tender the swamp impervious, while other fo-

rests in North America are commonly free from
underwood. Cane reeds, and tall rich grass,

soon fatten the cattle of the vicinity, whicTi are

taught to return to the farms of their own ac-

cord. In this swampy forest bears, wolves,

deer, and other wild animals abound ; and sto-

ries are told of children having been lost, who
have been seen, after many years, in a wild

state of nature. Some parts are so dry as to

bear a horse, while some are overflowed, and
others so miry that a man would sink up to the

neck. A canal has been led through it ; and
even in the dry parts water of the colour of

brandy, as is supposed from the roots of the ju-

nipers, gushed in at the depth of three feet. In
the northern part the timber supplies an article

of trade, white in the southern rice is found to

prosper; and in the neighbourhood none of
these diseases are known which haunt other

marshy situations.

Swamps.—Greorgia presents a singular marsh,
or in the wet season a lake, called Lkansanoko,
by others O •'quafenoga, in the south-east ex-
tremity of the province. This marshy lake is

about 300 miles in circumference, and contains
several large and fertile isles, one ofwhich is re-

presented oy the Creek Indians as a kind of
paradise, inhabited by a peculiar race, whose
women are incomparably beautiful, and are
called by them daughters of the sun. These
islanders are said to be a remnant of an an-
cient tribe, nearly exterminated by the Creeks.
Such events may not have been uncommon
among savage tribes ; and the more industrious

people who erected the noted forts may have
been passing, like the Mexicans, to a eomi>ara-
tive state ot civilization, when an unhappy de-
feat, by more savage tribes, extinguished their

name and power. That the natives have no
memory of such transactions is not matter of
wonder, for their traditions can scarcely exceed
a century or two at the utmost.

Botany.—A country that experiences on
the one frontier the severity of tlie Canadian
winters, and on the other basks in the full ra-
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