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matters would rijjhi themselves, and that the whole British party,

Avhether home or provincial born, would ere l(m«y stand side by

side a<;ain on all jj^reat (piestions. The Indemnity Bill was a most

unhappy measure—if only from the discord and discontent it oc-

casioned amon;^ the loyalists—so that many of the old Tories

have been heard loudest in the cries for ' annexation.' But
time would probably have healed the mischief thus inflicted :

and so far as this immediate irritation went, we should have been

of ^ood hope for the provinces.

It
^
must be allowed, however, that the folly of the Home

Government is not tlie only source of our apprehensi(ms now. The
local irritation has produced a brood of erroneous conceptions

of sufliciently dangerous character, and which even with the wisest

manajjement it mig;ht have been diflicult to clear away from the

minds of the provincials. The most alarming of these is, that,

beholding tlie rapid progress of certain portions of the States, they

suppose there nmst be something in the constitution of the

Union more favourable than their own to the development of a

country's resources. Tliat this is a total delusion, Mr. John-

ston believes, and, we think, proves. When compared with

the whole Union, our provinces exhibit an even more rapid

rate of advance. It is only the north-western States and Nev/
York that outstrip the Canadas ; but then these adjoin our

territory—the sight of their progress is ever before the pro-

vincials—this partial superiority is thought to be universal,

and the genuine British spirit of grumbling is freely indulged

in. In fact, continues Mr. .Johnston, the energy of the Canadians

is as great and as well-directed as any of the States can show

;

even as to canals, the former, in proportion to the population, will

yield in no point to the latter. The true reason of the envied ad-

vance of New York and the north-western States is simply this :

—

It is through them that the flood of emigration has been and
is now pouring into the New World ; and as long as this goes

on, the men and money of Europe must cause them to distance

all competitors. But let our provinces look forward—nay, let

them even look keenly into the present, and they will discern that

t'ae balance is already quivering ere it turn in tlieir favour. Can
they not read the sure destiny of their St. Lawrence ? That
mighty river is the natural outlet of the immense lake districts

;

and, as these are fast peopling, signs of future argosies are

appearing on its waters. The Erie Canal is no longer adequate

for the traflic streaming along it ; and all the expense that the

Americans ever can bestow u})()n it, will never make it keep pace

with the wants of lie inland States. Let, then, our fellow-sub-

jects take heart, and be patient ; for if their progress at present

be


