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ab.sorbo(l the small pittaiioe that was in-

tended to support it ; and we are now
almost without the wherewithal of exist-

ence. As stated by the writer of these
letters, therefore, '-One of three oonrsos
" will have to bo adopted, vi/. : either
" the Provinee must obtain the means of
" revenue from the resources within its

'' limits, such as ( 'rown lands, tihibor
" limits, minerals, etc., or the Dominion,
'* out of the public treasury, must supply
•' the necessary funds to carry on the
*' machinery o^ local government and
*' improvoments, or lacking these two
'• sources oi^ revenue, the people of the
'* Province will be obliged to submit to
'• direct taxation," As to the last re

source, the alternative is too obnoxious
to be toler.ated. The taxes necessary
for munici]\al and school pui'i»o?e- in a
new cotmtry like Manitoba are of them-
selves sutHciently high—not to mention
the great amount we have to pay on all

imports. Direct taxation would impose
a biu'den upon the jieople that would
materially counteract the natural advan
tages offered. The seconci proposition
appears to us to be a little better -. for,

after all. it would be but the binding the
Pro\'ince down to the position ot n de
pendant rather than permitting it to

rank as an equal, which is contrary to all

ideas of freedom. There appears but
one remedy, anti that is that the
lands of the Province—or at least

what remains ofthem—sliould be handed
over to the Province, to be disposed of
in the most advaatageous manner, and
applied to its necessary uses. If there
was ever a doubt as to thea'lvisability of
this, the late sale of lands in Winnipeg,
undertaken by the Dominion Govern-
ment, should be proof sulHcient that
they are incapable of obtaining their
value. Had these lands been handled
by men who understood their worth, and
pmperlv advertise:!, they would have
realize"! their true value, but such can-
not be said of the last abortive attempt,
lor so badly was the whole affair arranged
that scarcelv !\nv bidders were to be

found, and the few parcels tliat were
disposed of were sold at prices far beiow
their value. We hope, therefore, to see
this matter taken in hand by the Local
Legislature at the next meeting of Par-
liament, and the question made the one
of fust importance m the election of th<'

new members now about to take place.
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With this issue of the Sr.vxDAni) we
liublish a siipplement containing a series

of letters on the present imsatisfictory

financial i>osition of the Province. The
writer has gone deeply into the subject

and his clever dissertation will cloubtles>

do much towards impressing the mind-'

of the public men of the Dominion with

the nrgent necessity for prompt action

That the re^'^nue now at the di3i:»o?.al of

the <iovernniont of Manitoba—some
??115,(tuO— is utterly inadequate to meet
their requirements, no one can for a

moment dispute. I.ast year the expen-
diture in the old Province was ^1S1,32*.',

and this year, with the extension of the
boundaries, a very large increase may be
expected and must be provided for. At
present there is no source fit>m which
this extra revenue can be obtained, an<l

unless the Dominion (Jovernment is pre
pared to place us at once in a position of

equality with the other Provinces, bank-
ruptcy in a few years is almost inevi-

table. There is now every prospect of

an era of remarkable development for

this Province and the Xorth-West Ter-

ritories, ami the Interests of the whole
Dominion demand that nothing should
be allow.^d tn '^laiul in the way of their

progress, should the present unsound
financial position of the Province be al

lowed to continue, there is no telling

where the injury moy terminate. Those
who ar? doing their utmost to divert the
tide of emicration into other channel-
could have no better argument to use

airainst us than the predicament of the


