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idtlatl tu the I niied ^t<ti«ii luipurt
<lut> uti lumber. Tbi* dranlic uct
tvmlciJ ilirectly lo eucuuriHcc ib**

ii.iaoit!!' i>( lutulwr luunufuot urine
frout Uotiifiu lu tb« I niteU SittieH,

tiiil tbf ruoiMMiuvDi Nbipuient u( muw-
luK** uvron!) tbe Iwrdar. Morvoviir, tW
iilwruUun ul tbe automatic rluunu,
riiifiinK tbe import duty tu tbe extent
<>( ib« export duly wbic4) miKbt bu
iiii|iiw«d by tb« Uomioion on Iukii,

luude it iupuHsible (or tbu l>uminioQ
iitdtiul effectively witb tbe aituatiou.
A r«.H(>n to un exoort duty would
'<iiuply bave clueed tbi American
luuikci ugainMt ua entirely, and bavc-
(larulyzed tbe Qinadian export lum-
ht>r trade witb tbe United Staten.

Action BeoMB* Imp««UTe.

1 1 Ijecitmc r|«-iirly tbe duty of tba^

Oiiiiino Uoveromenl to Krapple witb
(b«- problem. Accordingly, after h
full conniderution of tbe argument*
on botb Nidet of tbe ca«e, tbe Liberal
Government laid down tbe principle
ibat 111! future aalea of limitu abould
Rontain u condition requiring all tbe
lumber cut to be sawn " in Oanada,"
no) " witbin tbe Province," as tbe
Opuosltion ruolutiou d*manded,
and ibat witb tbe iasuing of tbe
.v«urly licensea after April 90tb. 1898,
tbe timber on all limita, no matter
wben Hold, would also be required to
be sawn in tbis country. Tbia pol-
icy met witb tbe approTal of tbe
LeKisIature, and was embodied in tbe
Act of 1838.
Tbe policy of tbe Government baa

been judiciotia, clear and conaistent
tbrouKbout. Wbile tbere was a rea-
sonable expectation ot securing, by
igreement, sueb favourable legisla-
tion by tbe United States, aa would
admit Canadian lumber eitber free
or under a moderate duty to tbeir
markets, tbe Ontario Oovernment.
realizing tbat tbe broader question
o( tbe reciprocal concessions affect-
inpr tbe general trade relations of
tbe two oountriss, naturally fell

witbin tbe scope and functions of tbe
Dominion, refrained from actirni eal-
rulated to bamper tbeir negotiations.
Wben an important advantage bad
been gained by tbe understanding ar-
rived at in IBM tbey refused to dis-
turb and unsettle a favourable sit-
uation to secure a petty advantage.
But as soon as tbe boatile obaraeter
of Ameriean Legislation bad made

II evideui tba.t all bupe of favour-
ible conditionH in tbe nature uf rr-
t'lpi'iii'ity were at an end, and tb**

terinw of tbe I . .S. titriff law placed
it teyowi tbe poweJ" (>f tbe Uuminion
lo K'vt! reli«-( by an exuort duty, and
iMinditionn were created injurious to
be inte-eaiit of tbe Province, tbe Lib-

•^ral Oovernmrnt took effective ac-
tion to Hecure tbe manufacture of
lumber in Canada, ua promptly as it

could be done witb a due regard tn
vested intereatH and existing obligu-
tiou.

PoUtleel and Boainei
Oontraeted.
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Tbe UppoHition policy—if it can be
dignified by tbe name, baa been vague
erratic and ill-considered, embodied
in disconnected claptrap utteranees,
witbout regard to tne obanging con-
ditions, special exigencies and broader
issues involved. The Opposition
lougbt party advantage, tbe Govern-
ment acted tbrougbottt witb tbe ob-
ject of protecting and promoting the
interestH o' tbe Province, aa repre-
Nented by its timber reenuroes and
lumbering industry.
Tbus it would be seen tbat tbe

claim of tbe Oppoeition tbat tbe Gov-
ernment Btole tbeir saw log policy,
is absolutely witbout foundation, and
tbat tbe Government pursued tbe
only course opeb to tbem in tbe pub-
lic interest. Tbeir action was not
playing a game of politics. Tbeir
acts were tbe acts <m business men,
feeling tbe full reaponsibility of tbeir
position, and knowing tbat tbey were
dealing witb wbet was tbe most im-
portant indtutry in tbe province.
Tbeae statements were fsets, as tbe
records sbow, and be (Mr. St ratton)
would leave it with tbe audience to
say if tbe eoarse ol tbe Government
bad not been wise and prudent un-
der all eonditiotts. (Hear, biMir.)

Tbe 8nm of tbe Matter.
In reviewing tbe course of tbe

Government as to our timber inter*
erests, Mr. Stratton pointed out
tbat tbe Oovernment bad ezereieed
tbe utmost care in regard to tbeir
promotion. Forest Beeerves had
been created to preserve standing
timber, and permit of tbe growth of
a. new crop. A system had been ad-
opted to prevent or to redoee to
a minimom the loes or danger at lees
by foreat (ires. When tbe time was


