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in the majority and thoy iguored the sound
money men, Indoed, compromise was ont of
the question, as there could be no rational
ground for comnpromizo between the support
ors of an henst curreney and these whoe
practically demanded repudiation

What the outcomo of the situatian will te,
it is ditticult to ell.  Tho tone of the castern
I"nited Statos prosa svems to indicato a eotn-
plote confidence that honest money will win,
Bat in spite of this confidenco, and in spito
of tho «plit in the Demoueracy. the situation
is certainly ono of great davger. The silvor
agitation has spread with wonderful rapidity
of late, and combined with the Populists and
tho silver Republicaug, caudidate Bryan and
his party may pat ug a very strong fight.
They have in their favor hard timos and low
prices  Tho great dopression in the prices of
agricultural products will be an immanse
factor in their favor. 'The people aro dis-
satisfied and they will bo ready to try the
now policy, which is pat forth as a panacea
Yor low prices aud hard times, Tho times,
thorefore, seem favorablo to the silverites,
and all their talk about making money
abundant and chcap will not be lost upon
tho mass cf comparativaly illiterate voters of
tho West and South.

The fight will be & sectional ono to a great
oxtont, with the South sud ‘WVest arrayed
against the East, Some profesa to see in this
situation elements which threaten the exis-
tonce of the Union, and there aroe prophecies
of open rupture aund civil war betw:en the
EFast and West. ‘Ihis, however, 18 no doubt
an overdrawn picture of the dangers of the
situation. The possibility of a debased cur-
vency and proctical repudiation is bad
enough, without conjuring up thoughts of
civil war.

Iu olden days factior: wars were of frejuent
occurrence, often growing out of disputed
rights to the throne, or other eminent posi-
tions. It has been prophecied that in mod-
orn days wo would have civil wars,
growing oui of cconomic disputes, capital
against labor, etc.  Still, to undertake tofore-
cast anything of this nature i3 evidently
taking an extremely pessimistic view of the
situation,

We are bound, bowever, to have commer-
cially troublesome times ahead until this
contest in the United States is over. The
commercial situation will be nervous aud
unsottlied, and we see little hopo for a revival
of business until the elections gre over,
confidenco in the permanency of the situa-
tinn, tho first requisite to basiness presperity,
being absolutely lacking.

THE IMPERIAL BANK.

A condossed report of the procecdings of the
recent annual meeoting of the Imperial
Bank of Zanada will bo fouud on another
page of The Commercial this weok. "Tho re-

port of this bank is particularly interesting :

to westorn people, owing to the entorpriso of
tho bank in so largeiy extending its opera-
tionsin the West., The Imperial bank has
for many years been foremost in the W est,
and it has branches all over the country from
Winnipeg to the coast, leading =all other
banking institutions in the number of its
western braunches. The Winnipeg branch,

which has been for 30 many years
continuously undor the management of Mr.
C. 8. Hoato, is ano of tho ol lest fivancial
ingtitutions of this cuuutry.

Tho annual report in question shows that
tho Imporial Bank continued to doa profit-
able business fur tho past bauking yoar, the
profita being nearly eyual ¢ the provious
yoar, which is a guad shuwtng 1t view of the
close times and genoral reduction of bank
profits, The ficancisl sisuation speaks for
itsolf and shows the favoradblo stauding of the
bank. 1o addition to the regular dividonds,
a bonus was paid to the stocichollors last
year, aud o g »xl balauce of profit was carriod
forward.

E.ITORTAL NOTES.

OSNE of tho principal features of interest
ia the recently publi-hcd annual report of
tho Hudsou's Bay Co.. i3 that in reference to
land rales, 'Tho land sales for tho year ended
March 81 last, were more than double those
of tho proevious year, boing 9,299 acres, as
compared with 4.481 acres for tho year
ended March 81, 1695. This shows a very
gratifying increaso in the sales of farm
lands, ‘I'here wasalso a moderate increase
realized in the price por acre of the lands
sold., The receipts of interest and principal
on account of lands previously sold also
showed a largo increase last year, as com-
pared with the previous business ycar.

* *
*

A ProvINCIAL exchange says that a stub-
ble burner, built on the principle of a fire
break burner, which is intended to remove
the heavy stubble from fields, to make plough
ing more easily porformed, s being construct-
ed by Premier Greenway. About & year
ago The Commercial reforrod to tho great
valuo of fire as a destroyer of the secds of
weeds. Wo stated that if some machino
could be devised for the burmng over of
stubble or weedy land, it could te mude of
immonso advantage o the country, in de-
stroying the seeds of nusious weeds.  Possibly
Premier Greenveay’s machine will be found
to answor the purpose. If the machine will
do the work well, and nct cost tos much, it
would bo a valuable thing on cvery farm,
and particularly weed farms.

* *
*

THE result of a general eloction 1n the
largo towns aud cities of the country is
usuaily taken as expressiveof tho op.nions of
the people regarding the commercial policy
of the government. If the result of the
recent clections can be taken as a guide in
this 1espect, it would indicate that the great
manufacturing and commercial interests
were not alarmed over the prospect of a
change in the government of the country. It
is interesting to note that in the dezin chiof
cities of Canada, the Conservatives lost 18
seats and gained only Winnipeg. In two
other cities, London, Out., and Victoria,
B.C., thoy held their own, Liberals mado
gains in Montreal, Toronte, Hamilton,
O:tawa, Halifax, St. Jobns, Qwebee. Kingston
and Vancouver.

* &
*

It 15 to bo boped *hat tho necessity for
street improvements in Winnipeg will not bo

« vertookad now that tho season for bad road®
is past. During the long spell of practically
impassable sureots ast spring, overy one was
talking of the urgsnt need of street improvo-
ments, and soveral plans wero then proposed
for duing the work. Now that the roads aro
fairly good again, very littlo is heard about
tho streets, Tho real need, howuver, ig just
as urgont puw as it was a short timo ago,
when tho streets wore hub deop with mud,
and though wo may no* soon have as long a
so1son of wet weather as that rocontly p:.:zsod
through, thero is no knowing what may
happen. At any rato, it i3 time Winnipog
had something better than mud roads on sc
many streots. Evon when the roads are dry,
tho streots upon which tho electrio cars run
are in a dangarous condition, whoro the
track is laid ou & mud roed. Theso stroets
aro simply disgraceful, with tho track stick-
ing away up above the street. rondering it at
best, risky to cross tho track with a vehicle,
A general scheme for street improvements is
caitainly nceded in Winnipeg, acd where
tho street railway track has been laid on a
mud road, there isspecial urgoenoy for paving
the streets.
. *

IT 1S pot pleasant reading the virulent
porsonal attacks appearing in a portion of
tho Liberal press against Sir Charles Tupper
and other leading public men. The lato
promior, sinco his return to Canada, has
failon in for an unlimited share of personal
attacks, It seenis part of the business of the
political press to abuse the prominent men of
tho opposite party, but in the opinion of The
Commercial, much of this style of party war-
fara could be dropped to advantage. As for
Sir Charles Tupper, he is undoubtedly an
able, vigorous, and we may say fearless man,
and ronreover a man who has worked hard
for and accomphished much in the interest of
his country, No one can charge him with
lack of patriotism for, or lack of faith in
his country. Indeed, he has bsen ridiculed
fcr making somewhat extravagant predictions
regarding tho future of his country. Sir
Charles Tupper no doubt has his faults, and
he has his enomies, but he also has his vir-
tues. Why look at his failings now, and
leave his virtues for recognition after he is
no Jonger with u:? Now that the heat of the
recont contest 1s over, cannot & Liberal paper
be found which will show any charity for
the Consorvative leader, and recognize in
him what he really is, an sble, vigorous,
patriotic and enthusiastic Canadian, who
has long served his country with ability and
energy, and who has always shown tho
greatest faith in its future. The Commercial
does not bolieve in someo of thy principles so
vigorously advanced by the late premier, but
wo are none the less ready to recognize his
ability ani the service he has been, during
many years, to his country.

*
* *

It souNDs somowhat humiliating to pro-
gressive Canadians to read in tho press
about the bickerings regarding appointments
to tho now federal cabinet., According to
press reports, there scems to have been somo
wire-pulling as to who should represent tho
Irish Catholics in thonew government. Why
should tho Irish Catholics or the Secoteh




