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iii the majarity and thoy ignored tho soutid
nlonoy luien. I udocd, eo piroie4 wPas Ou1t of
the question, as thoro could li ic .> ratianal
ground for connîrohiio botweon tlîo nljort
ors of ait I, itst etirrpncv nuit tlicit whin
practically deuinled repudiation

Wh'at tho onteome et tlîo sit.natian %vill le,
it iq ditUs'ult te ,tell. T1'lo tuio (if the ûastorn
l'nitûiî'ýta1ù,4 pRc'sein to inliaLe a zciik-
plote confidence that ho,,ost maoney %vill win.
Bat iii spiteofe tîjii confidence, and init pite
of tho sjlit in the Diknocrary, tho situation
is certainly eite of great da ýger. Tho silvor
agitation lias sprea'l withi wanderful rapidity
of late, and cnnmhined A itb the l'opuliits and
tho silver Republicanus, candidate Bryau and
bis party may put up a vory strong fight.
They have in tleir tavar liard timnos and low
priSq Tho gréat dopression in tho price-i of
agricultural rliritiets ivili bo au imnia3nse
factor in their tavor. Tbo poopîe are dis-
satisfied and they will ho -eady te tryr tho
now policy, which is put forth as a panacea
lor low prices aud liard tintes. Tho times,
therefore, seomt favorable te tho silverites,
aîîd ail thoir t.alk about inaking rnonoy
abundant and chicap wvill not ho lest upen
the mass cf cotiparativ,21y illiterate, voters3 et
tho West ancl Suuth.

he fighit will ho a sectional one te a great
extenL, with tho S,)uth aud WVest arrayed
against t-he Eaqt. Semae proes.3 te sec in this
situation cleinonts wbichi threatou the exi*s-
tence of the Union, and thero are prophecies
of opon rupture and civil war betw -on the
East and Weost. This, bioovcr, sg ne doubt
an overdtrawii picturo, of the dangers ot the
situation. The possibility of a deba.sod cur-
rency au(l pro etical repudiation is bad
enough, i ithout conjuring np thouglits ot
civil %var.

lu oldon days faction. vars were et fr0 luent
occurrence, oton growing eut of disputed
rights te the threne, or ether eminent posi-
Lions. It bias bec» propbecied tbat in nmed-
oru days wo weuld bave civil %vars,
growing eu. et econemiie disputes, capital
ag-ainst labor, etc. Still, te undfertaie te fore-
cast anything et this nature i-3 evidcntly
Laking au oxtremnell: pessirnistie view ot tho
situation.

WVe are hound, however, te have cominier-
cially troublesomoe tintes ahead until tbis
contest in the United States is ever. The
commercial situation 'aill ho nervouq and
nnsottled, and wve sc littie hope tor a revival
cf business uintil tho obectif)ns are over,
confidence in the permianency of the situa-
tion, tho first rcquisiite to basino.ss î?r( jPrity,
being absolutelylcig

THE IMPERIAL BANK.
A cudonsed report et the îir(ceeditigs et tho

rocent annual meeting of the Imperial
Batik of canada %%ill ho fo.u:,d oin another
page et Tbe Commercial this weok. Tho re-
port of this batik is particularly interesxing
te western pe.ople, owing to the enterprise of
the batik iii se largeiy extonding itq opAra-
tiens in the W~est. The lmrerial banik bias
for many years beon foremnost in the W est,
and it bias branches, ail ovor the country from
%Winnàip)eg te the ccast, loading aIl other
bankiug institutions, in tho number ef its
w(estern branches. Tho \YinDipe- braneh,

wbîeh lias bocen for 30e many years
coutînuotusly under tho management of AMr.
C. S. Hlonte, is eue o! theoiu lest flr.ancial
institutians et this country.

rThe annual report in question shjows that
tho liîporial B.itil continued tA> do a profit-
able bto'tizos. for the past liatiking 3year, the
profits hoitig sarly es1ual t,. ttu previeus
year, uhik;lî i1 a go-i l shwing iti view o! the
close tintes ansI g'intral redtiction et bank
profits. Th1'lm it.amà,-il Aia~u poalts for
itsoelf and Oiev~tt favorable staiidisg et tho
bank. 'La addition t,> the regultir divi-londs,
a bonius ivaï paid te the stec.1lmol.lers lagt
year. and a g xPd balance of profit iva4 carriod
forward.

E1ITORTAL NOTES.
Os'E of tho principal features of intorest

in tho rccently ptiblî-lw(d annual report o!
tho Iludqoji'. Baîy Ce.. i.s that in roterprnce te
land sales. Tlîo land sales for the year ended
March 131 lust, %%oro more than double thcse
of tho provi>us year, hoing 9,299 acres, as
compared mith 4.481l acres for tho year
ondled Marcli 81, 1695. This shows a vory
gratitying increaso in the sales et tarm
lands. Thero wvas also a moderato iincreaso
realized ini tho prico per acre ot tho lands
sold.* The rcceipts o! inteost and principal
on account et lands provinusly sold also
showed a large increaso last year, as coms-
pared uitb tho previou- business year.

A PîctOVzNCIAI. e-xubange says that a stub-
bIc humner, built oit tbe pritnciple et a firo
break burner, which is intenlded te remove
the beavy stubble trom fields. te malle plough
iog more easily perlorincd, ;s being construet-
ed by Premier Greonway. About a year
ago Tlhe Cernmmercial roforred te the great
value et fire as a destroyer o! tho sûr.19 et
weeds. WCe stated ibat if sanie machine
could bo devised for the burnîng ovor o!
stubblo or woody landl, it could 1,e mntdo (it
immense advantage te the country, in de-
stroying the cseeds o! nuo-à%u wceds. Possibly
Premnier Greenwp.ay's machino will ho found
te answor the purpose. If the machine wvill
do the work well, aod net cest tw) mnuch, iL
%vould bo a valuab!e thing ont cvory tarm,
and particularly wocd farmis.

Tîm result et a general oloction mn the
large toes and citiG3 et the country is
usually Laken as exp)resiive o! theoep.niens of
the people rs-gar<litsg the commercial policy
et the guvernntt. If the ricsîutt et the
recent olectiotrs can ho takeni as a guide in
this iespeet, it would indiAcate that the great
manufacturing and commercial intorests
wer noL alarmed over tho prospect e! a
change in tho governiment of the country. It
is intercsting te note that iii the dtcz3n chiot
oities et Canada, the Caaservati'.es lest 18
seatq and gainod oiily 'Wiitileg. lit two
other cities, IL'ndeîm, O.,t., ansil Victoria,
B.C., they held tlu.ir own. lýibe-rals made
gains in ?dontreal, Toronto, Hiamilton,
Otana, Hlalifax, St. Jobhns, Q iebcc. Kingston
and Vancouver.

1-T is te ho hoped *bat the inecesity for
strceet improvemeuts in Winnipeg will net hoe

( vcrloo<od now that tho season for bad rod
if; put~. During tho long spoli of practically
imppa.tblo strectis lait spritig, overy ont -,ýru
tallting of tho tirg,)tt îioed of Ptreot iniprovo-
meits, and soveral plant@ woro then propoFod
fur daîug the wox k. Now that tho roads tire
fairly good again, vory littlo is hecard about
the strece. Tho rcal need, hiowevcr. is just
aï urgent juan as it was a short timo agot
whon the streets %vore hub deop) with mud,
and thougli wo miay not soon havo as long a
soeson of wet weather as that rocontly pJ.ýed
through, thero iï no knowing wbat may
happen. At City rato, it i3 timo Winnipeg
hiad somcething botter than inud ronds on so
many strecti. Even when the ronde aro dry,
tho streets; upon which tho cecotrie cars run
ara in a dangarous condition, whoro the
track is laid ou a mud road. Thoes txeots
aro simply diqgracelul, with tho track otiok-
ing away Up above the street. rendering it at
bost, risky teo cross the track with a vehicle,
A general schemoe for streot improvoments is
ceitainly noeded in ii nnipeg, and whoro
the streot railway track bas beou laid on a
mud rond, thero is special urgency for paving
the streets.

IT IS Dot ploasant rodiDg tho virulent
porsonal attacks appearing in a portion of
the Liberal press against Sir Charles Tupper
and other leading public mon. The late
premier, sinco his return te Canada, bas
failon ini for ait unlimitod sharo of perional
attackq. Lt seen.is part 0! tho business o! tho
political press to abuse tho prominont mon of
the opposite party, but in the opinion of Tho
Commercial, much ci tis style of paxty war-
tara could bo droppod to advantago. As for
Sir Charles Tuppor, ho is undoubtedly an
able, vigerous, and wo rnay say fitarlesa man,
and miwreover a man who has iworked hiard
for and accomplîshed much in the interlest of
bis country. No cite can charge him with
lack of patriotizsm for, or Iack of faith in
bis country. lndeed, ho bas b3en ridiculod,
fcr niaking somowbat extravagant prodietions
regardinz tho future of his country. Sir
Charles Tupper no doubt; bas bia faults, and
hoe bas his enomies, but he aie bas bis vir-
tues. Why look at bist failings now, and
Icave bis virtues for recognition after ho is
ne longer with uý%? Now that the heat ot tho
recent contest is over, cannot a Liboral papier
ho tound which will show any cbarity for
the Conservativo leader, and recognizo in
him what ha really is, an able, 'vigorous,
l)atrietic and enthusiastic Canadian, wbo
lias long served blis cou ntry witb ability and
energy, and 'aho ha always shown the
greatcst faith iii its future. The Commercial
dues act believe in somo ef tbu principles s0

vi vrulyavanced by the baLe premier, but
wo are none the boss rcady te recognizo bis
ahility anit the service ho bas beon, during
many years, tW bis conntry.

LT Soil.,iiS somnewbat bumiliating th pro-
gressive Canaaians te rend ini tbo press
about tho bickerizîgs regarding appointments
te the now fedoral cabinet. Accerding te
press reports, theo seera te have beau serne
wire-pulling as te who sbeuld represnt the
Irish Cathiolics in the now governmont. WVhy
should the Irish Catholies or the Scotchl
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