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The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulation amony the business community
of the country between Lake Superior and the
Pacific Coast, than any other paper in Canada,
daily or weekly, By a thorough system of per-
sonal olicitation, carried out annually, this jour-
aal has been placed upon the desks of the greut
majorily of business men in the vast district des-
ignwled above, and including northwest Ont.
ario, the provinces of Manitoha and Brilish
Columbia, and the territories of Assiniboia
Alberta and Saskatchewan. The Commercial
also reaches the leuding wholesale, commission,
manwfacturing and fincncial housex of Eastern
Canada,

WINNIPEG, AUGUST 29, 1892,

Eagtorn Buginess Changes.
ONTARIO.

Johu Roberts, drugs, Ottawa, is dead,

S. Roberts, oils, Ingorsvll, has sold out.

S. A. Dyke, grocer, Toronto, has sold out.

L. B. Lazier, tailor, Belleville, has sold out.
. Morse Soap Company, Toronto; damaged by
ire.

J. W, Water, grocer, Campbellford, has sold
out.

William Dale, foundry, Chatham, has sold
aut.

John Black, grain and produce Tergus. is
dead,

Robert Parker, geueral store, Hillsdale, is
dead.

W. H. Elford, dry goods, Arnprior, has as-
signed.

Mrs. A. R. McDonald, milliner, Arnprior,
is dead.

Brown & Co., dry goods, Brantford, have
sold out.

S. A. Spavgenburg, jewelry, Bolleville, has
assigned.

Dowminien Stained Glass Co., Toronto, have
assigned,

Exoter Milling Co., Exeter, burned out—a
total loss,

C. Richards, gencral store, Irish Creck, was
burned out.

Kavanagh Bros., general store, Cardinal, was
burned out.

B. Bsker, grocer, cto., Belleville, has given
up business.

J. D, Richardson, gents’ furnishings, Toronto,
has assigoed. .

Angus Carmichael, genoral store, Rat Port.
age, has sold out,

. J. Warner, mons’ furnighiogs, New Mar.
kot, has assigned.

D. E. Fraser, Arnprior Fruit Co., Arnprior;
closod by landlord.

Avann, Kellam & Co., dry goods, cte., Lon.
don, have dissolved.

J. . Leacy, geots’ furnishings, Cardinal,
was damaged hy fire,

Potor Barr, general store, Beachburg, has
sold oat to Beach Bros.

W. T. Ball, tailor, ete., Watford ; closed
under chattel mortgage.

A. E, Reid (Mra. N.) dry goods, Belleville;
meetiog of creditors called.

Nocl & McEvala, clothing, Ottawa ; Chatles
McEvala, of this firm, is dead.

William Deacon & Co., manufacturers hats
and caps, Toronto: liquidating.

Husband, Poustie & Co., dry goods and gro.
cories, Aylmor, have dissolved.

R. D. Baker, mens' furnishings, cte., Kings.
ton, is eucceeded by Baker & Co.

A, H. Canning, general store, Unionville,
has sold out and moved to Toronto.

Wm. Farmer, shoes, Araprior, has admitted
Edwin Farmer as a partnor ; style of firm now

Farmer Bros.
N QUEBEC,

Geo. Vermette, fruits, Montreal, is dead.

Alfred Paquin, physician, Portaeuf, is dead.

Thos. Dywer, insurance agent, Hemmingford,
is dead

Jos. Dastous, gencral store, St. Flavie, has
assigned.

Courchesne & Co., groceries, Nicolet, have
assigned.

I.. N. Lapoiate, liquors, Lake Megantic, was
burned out.

D. Patizeau, lumber, Mantreal; lumber yard
damaged by fire.

Campbell & Cingmars, dry goods, Louiseville,
have suspended.

Ed. Quivron, shoes, Montreal ; stock partly
namaged by fire.

David Beliveau, trader, St. Gabriel de Bran-
dou, has assigned. :

Mrs J. I. Kennedy, groceries, etc, Knowl,
ton; damaged by fire,

I. J. Morin, general store, Chambord Sta.
tion, has compromised,.

H. Prevost & Co., dry goods, Montreal; de-
mand of assigament made.

Gieo. Marin, gouneral store, St.
Xavier de Brompton, has assigned.

Samuel Roussean, grocer, Montreal; curator
advertises assets for sale by auction.

Leandre Jouette, groceries, eote.,, Montreal;
curator advertises stock for sale by tender.

NOVA SCOTIA.

Kelly Bros., lumber, River Hebert; burned
out,

Mrs. M. A. Powell, millinery, Yarmouth,
has assigned.

R. 1. Moses, trader, 13eaver River Corner,
has assigned.

S. W. Munnis, deugs, Halifax, is away; at.
tachment for $236.

Mrs. Libbie G. Rces, groceries, &ec, Cow
Bay, is offering to compro:mise at 50 per cent.

A. E, Calkin & Co., boots, shoes, clothing,
ete., Kentville; co-partnership registered and
H. B. Calkin.

The property &e, of the Yarmouth Gas Light

., Ltd., is advertised to bo sold by sher-
iff on Aug, 3rd.

Railroad Statfstics of 1841.

The value which a statistical compilation
acquires by presontation during a series of
years is illustrated by the forthcoming annual
number of the Messrs. Poor's invaluable Manuai

Francois

of tho Railroads of the United States. This
issuo for 1892 is the twonty-fifth of the sories,
which, undertakeun in 1867, steadily grows in
completeness as woll as in its utility to the in.
vesting public and to railroad interests. At
the same time the work was undertakon by ths
present publishers tho length of all the railroads
in tho country was 39,250 miles, The figures.
showing the mileage on January 1, 1892, re-
present a total of no loss than 170,001 miles,
an increase of 131,351 niiles, or 435 per cent,
Since 1867 the railroad lines of Now Logland
(where the dovelopmont has been without
speculative features) have increased fram 3,848
miles to 6,860, In the same period the number
of miles of railroads included in tho western
states has growa from 15,700 to 100,599
miles, and on the Pacific, where in
1867 thore were but 430 miles of lines,
there are no less than 12,600 miles,

xg%::ative a8 thesa figures ave of the progress
of the country’s railroad system in thoe last
quarter of o century, the record of tho gain in
traflic presorved by the medium now under con.
sideration is even more etriking. Twenty-five
years ago the ng%rega.to tonnage of tho 36,800
miles of railcoad then existing in the United
States did not exceed about 47,800,000 tons.
In 1891 the record shows a total freight move.
ment on all the roads of the country to the
amount of nearly 704,400,000 tons. ‘Lhe samo
considerations apply to the comparative record
of capital ana carnings, the exhibition of theso
facts constituting, in fact, the most forcible
illustration of the part that railroad devolop.
ment has played in the progresr of the
country.

The summary of the statistical totals em.
bodied in the volume under consideration
has been furnished in advance, aud, as
usual, tuppies material for many intesesting
and valuable comparisons. It'is noted in
tho prefatory remarks that each year
helps to bring about a better system and
greater uniformity in the corporate reports of
railroad companies which form the basis of the
publication. This re..i* ja attributed to the
services of the United States interswato Com-
merce Commission and of the boards of railroad
commissionors now appointed in nearly every
state of the Unicn. The tendeacy certainly is
to adopt the 30th of June for the close of the
fiscal year of such corporations. Uniformity
in this respect is eminently desirable, but, as is
remarked by the editor, a number of important
companies still adhere to the old irregular dates
for closing their fiscal years. The limitation
which this imposes upon statistical inquiry in
the ficld in question is obvious, and has been
frequently referred to in these columns. It
should, however, be mentioned that in the pre-
patsiion of the manual the statements of the
several railroads are in all cases submitted to
the proper officors of the companies for correc-
tion, thus giving to the statistics which it fur.
nishes a semi-oflicial charactor,”

The total railrcad mileags in the United
States at the close of 1891 was 170,601
miles, of which 4,471 miles were constructed
during the year. Returns of capital and in-
debtedness were furnished by companies repre-
senting a mileage of 167,909 miles, an increase
of 4,459 miles, or 2.7 per cent., over 1890,
Tho total share capital and indebtedness of all
kinds of the roads making roturns was §10,339,-
834,228, an increase of §267,198,328, ar 2 6 per
cent. Tho cost per mile measured by the ag-
gregate share capital and dobt, cquals $59,820
per mile, against §59,577, in 1890. The re.
turns of operations for the fiscal years included
in this volume represent tho workings of 164,-
324 miles of road, the aggregate gross carnings
being $1,138,024,459, or 9.1 per cent. upon the
total investmont, and the not carnings, $356,-
209,830, represent 3.1 por cent. on the samo,
against 4.9 per cent. in 1880 and 3.4 per cent.
in 1390, Iuterest payments in 1891 wero
cqual to 43 por cent. on tho aggregate bonded
debts, and the dividend payments in all
would represent 1.85 per cent. on all the
total paid up capital stocks, against 1.50
per cent. in 1890 and 1.81 per cent. in 1890,



