
ory within a distance of about forty-
ve miles of the St. Laurence. Wo 
ave to follow the line of the state of 
laine, and following that line we be- 
eve we can abridge the distance be- 
xvecn Moncton and Levis by from 120 
dies to 140 milts.
75 Miles Between the Two Lines.
Between these two lines of 

allway, the one extending north- 
urd along the shore of the tit. 

aiwrencc, and the line which is now 
iid down on the map, there will he a 
(stance at every point of at least 30 
nllea, and at some points of at least 

miles. It is impossible, under these 
•Ircumstances, therefore, to say that 
lie second line will parallel the Inter- 
olonlal railway. First of all liow can 
e say that the line is parallel nt all? 

Vhat is the definition of a paralk 1 
me? I could not conceive that one 
ine Is paralleling another because 
hey start at the same point and end 
t the same point, but they only be- 
ome parallel lines when it la pos- 
il-le for the people living between 
heae two lines to use either the one 
r the other of them. This is a con- 
lition which docs not apply to the 
-resent line which we are contem- 
latlng. There will he a distance of 
0 miles, which alone would prevent 
ommunieatlon from one to the other, 
>ut, in addition to that, between these 
:) miles, there is a chain of moun- 
ilns which It is very difficult for peo­

ple to overcome. Therefore, ) say it 
annot be fairly stated that this line 
s going to parallel the line that we 
ilready have in existence. I stated a 
noment ago that the line of the In­
tercolonial railway was placed where 
t is for political reasons. Certainly, 
hose who built that line, those who 
•onceived It, those who planned it, 
iever contemplated at the time that 
he day would come when it would be 
ised for transcontinental transporta- 
ion, yet, scarcely had the last rail 
>cen put down, scarcely had a train 
ommenced to run upon It when It 
vas discovered that the long, tor­
tuous meanders of the line were a ser­
ous impediment to trade, even to the 
omparatlvely small trade of the 
unada of that day.

former Agitation for a Shorter Line.
An agitation Immediately cotn- 
enced in the maritime prov- 

ices, in the province of Quebec 
nd even westward in the province of 
-ntarlo, to have a shorter line built 

between the centre of confederation

and the eastern portsof Canada. Those 
who were in the House of Commons 
hi the years 1S80, 1881, 1882, 1883 and 
1884 will remember that almost evcjy 
s*. salon allusion was made to the fact 
that the Intercolonial railway could 
not serve the purposes of the growing 
traffic of Canada, and that we had to 
find a shorter line of railway than we 
then had. The feeling became so 
strong, that the government of tiir 
John Macdonald had to give heed to It, 
and in 1884 the following resolution 
was introduced by Sir Charles Tup- 
per, then minister of railways and 
canals: —

For the construction of a line of railway 
connecting Montreal wtth the harbours 
of St. John and Halifax, by the shortest 
and best practicable route, a subsidy not 
# tceeding $170,000 per annum for fifteen 
y uvs, or a guarantee of a like sum for 
a like period, as interest on bonds of the 
company undertaking the work.

Mark the language of this resolu­
tion.

For the construction of a line of rail­
way connecting Montreal with tho har­
bours or Si. John and Halifax, by the 
shortest and best practicable route.

There was an admission that the line 
of the Intercolonial Railway was not 
the shortest and best practicable 
route, tant It could not serve the pur­
poses of the growing trade of that 
time, but, strong ns is the admission 
ccntalned in the resolution, it is per­
haps still better that I should give the 
commentaries made on that occasion 
by Sir Chalks Tapper himself to Il­
lustrate and develop the thought that 
la there contained. He said:

Then a very strong feeling has grown 
up In the maritime provinces, and not 
only In the maritime provinces, but 
throughout Canada, because I believe 
that from British Columbia down through 
the Northwest Territories, through the 
province of Ontario, and In tho province 
of Quebec, there has been a strong and 
general sentiment that this great inter- 
oceanic line of tho Canadian Pacific Rail­
way would be Incomplete If we were 
obliged to have our Atlantic terminus In 
a foreign country, i uellevo the senti­
ment la not at all confined to "Nova Scotia 
or Prince Edward IsVmd, or the province 
of New Brunswick, but I believe It lifts 
taken just as deep hold of the minds of 
our friends of the other provinces al­
most as it has In tho m irltlme provinces. 
Although every effort hah been made to 
render the operation of the Intercolonial 
railway as successful jis possible, al­
though more has been accomplished in 
the development of the country, the de­
velopment of the trade and business of 
tho country, through the agency of the 
Intercolonial railway than any person <n 
cither sido of tola House a few years ago


