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be in a sinking state; it then became necessary to

annul the signal to the galleys, and order their men
to the pumps.

I could only look at the enemy's galleys going

off in a shattered condition, for there was not a

mast in either squadron that could stand to make
sail on; the lower rigging, being nearly all shot

away, hung down as though it had been just plac-

ed over the mast heads.

The Saratoga had fifty-five round shot in

her hull; the Confiance one hundred and five. The
enemy's shot passed principally just over our

heads, as there were not twenty whole hammocks
in the nettings at the close of the action, which
lasted, without intermission, two hours and twen-
ty minutes.

The absence and sickness of lieut. Raymond
Perry, left me without the services of that excel-

lent officer; much ought fairly to be attributed to

him for his great care and attention in disciplining

the ship's crew, as her first lieutenant. His place

was filled by a gallant young officer, lieutenant

Peter Gamble, who, 1 regret to inform you, was
killed early in the action. Acting lieuteuant Val-
lette worked the 1st and 2d divisions of guns with
able effect. Sailing master Brum's attention to the

springs, and in the execution of the order to wind
the ship, and occasionally at the guns, meets with
my entire approbation; also captain Young's com-
manding the acting marines, who took his men to

the guns. Mr. Beale, purser, was of great service

at the guns, and in carrying my orders through-
out the ship, with midshipman Montgomery.
Master's mate Joshua Justin, had the command
of the third division; his conduct during the ac-
tion was that of a brave and correct officer.

Midshipmen Monteath, Graham, Williamson,


